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twenty-four, the following: 

For compensation to the interpreter to the mission to 
Japan, $2,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN also moved to amend the 
‘use, * for the relief and protection of American 
nen in foreign countries, $150,000,” by strik- 
~ out the words ** one hundred and fifty,’’ and 
Hi rting the words ** two hundred,’’ so that it 


should read: 


S 


For the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 1] 1 
| But, whether the law is right or wrong, is not for 


eign countries, $200,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MAYNARD. | 
iowine section, by striking out the words ‘‘ one 
jOWINE * ' ) ] 
iyndred,” in the last line: 


For compensation of the commissioner, secretary, chief 


nomer and surveyor, assistant astronomer and sur- 


stror fe : 
vevormplerk, and for provisions, transportation, and con- 


Mr. SHERMAN moved to insert, after line ] for it at that time was, that it was necessary to 


I move to amend the fol- | ; J 
we ‘tons {| Mr.SHERMAN. We had no further inform- 


jngencies of the commission torun and mark the boundary | 
‘ine between the United States and the British possessions 


bounding on Washington Territory, $150,000. 

| do it for the purpose of inquiring of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Waysand Means what 
is the necessity of continuing this very large ap- 
propriation for running that boundary line? It 
has been continued now I know not how many 
years; and unless the difficulues are greater than 
| have ever supposed them to be, it does seem to 
me that a very large, an «unnecessarily large, 
amount has already been expended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The very question the gen- 
tleman propounds to me was propounded by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to the Secretary 
of State, from whom we received a reply that sat- 
isfied us. The appropriation asked for will com- 
plete this work. | have a communication from the 
Secret wy of State, which shows that the amount 
asked for is necessary to complete the work; and, 
[ask to have that communication read. 

The communication was read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF STaTe, 
WasHINnGToN, February 16, 1860. 
Sin: [have had the honor to receive your letter of the 


if now appropriated, will be all that is necessary, | 


i4th instant, requesting that the committee be furnished | 


an estimate in detail of the amount required as ** compen- 
sation of tue commissioner, seeretary, chief astronomer and 


surveyor, assistant astronomer and surveyor, clerk, and for | 


provisions, transportation, and contingencies of the com- 
mission to run and mark the boundary line between the 
United States and the British possessions bounding on 


Washington Territory,’’ and, also, the probable length of 


Umeto accomplish the labors of the commission. 


In reply, | have the honor to inclose a detailed estimate | 


of the amount required to be appropriated, and to state 
the length of time probably required to complete the labors 
of the commission, provided the appropriation now asked 
for be made. 
[ have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEW : CASS. 

Hon. Joun SHERMAN, 

Chairman of the Committeeof Ways and Me®ns. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would suggest to the 


5d 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 1 


the propriety of so amending this section as to 
provide that this sum shall be so applied as to 
complete this work, 

Mr. SHERMAN 
that, for if the work is not completed, the pres- 
ence of such a provision here, would not prevent 


pose, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I think there should be 
‘ome act of ours to show our opinion of the 
“hount of money expended by aaa engaged 
port this commission. However, 1 will with- 
draw my amendment. 

The following section was next read: 
ieee the President of the United States to carry 
any cae 1¢ act of Congress of 3} March, 1819, and 


: equent acts now in foree for the suppression of 
‘e slave trade, $40,000. 


( a CRAWFORD. _T was not present when 
, vill was considered in the Committee of Ways 
or eae. | move an amendment, however, to 
“dab to come forward and inquire if the 
' ee had before them any reason why this 
tPPropriation should be made? During the last 
en an appropriation for $75,000 was made 

4S very same subject, and the reason offered 


72 


It is not worth while to do | 


the passage of other appropriations for this pur- | 


THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1860. 






|| pay the bounty to the officers in command of the 
|| Echo, who had taken these slaves and brought 
|| them into Charleston, and for their su port and 
|} maintenance while there. But since that time I 
|| know of no reason why we should continue this 
appropriation. It maybe that from year to year 
a sum of money will be required for this partic- 
ular purpose. If there is any necessity for it, to 
enforce the law, 1 am perfectly willing that the 
|| appropriation should be made. 1 have no objec- 
tion fo it, ifit be necessary to carry out the law. 


us to consider at this time. The only question 
is, What is the sum of money necessary? 


ation than this: the laws against the slave trade 
are well known; and the recommendation of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury was that $40,000 was 
| required. That is the amount that was estimated 
for. The amountlast year was $75,000, and the 
reason given was that $35,000 was necessary to 
support the segroes brought over in the Echo. I 
believe that $40,000 is the amount usually appro- 
priated, without regard to any special exigency 
that may-arise. I will here say that, as I unde" 

stand it, it is necessary that some sum should kx 
appropriated to carry into effect the laws in rela- 
tion to the slave trade. The amount usually 
given is $40,000, and | trust that amount will be 
agreed to. 

Mr. BONHAM. I would like to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if he 
is certain that there ever was an appropriation 
before last year for this purpose? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman can inquire 
of my colleague upon the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Crawrorp,} who has been a 
member of that committee longer than I have. I 
do not know how much has heretofore been ap- 
propriated. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will state to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina that this appropriation, 
so far as I know, has never been regularly asked 
for; nor have estimates been submitted by the De- 
partment heretofore. If the contrary be the fact, 
it has not come within my knowledge. The first 
appropriation of which I have taken notice was 
the SPproprsdon of $75,000, which excited so 
much debate last session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will refer my colleague to 
page 45 of the General Estimates, where he will 
find that the amount asked for by the Secretary 
of the Treasury is $40,000. We gave him all he 
asked for. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I have no objection to 
offer, if the estimate was submitted. 


Mr. BRANCH. The chairman of the Com- 


‘| mittee of Ways and Means offered an amendment 


to this bill, at line thirty-six, to increase the amount 
appropriated for the relief and protection of Amer- 
ican seamen in foreign countries from $150,000 to 
$200,000, making an increase of $50,000. I had 
not before me at that time the estimates; but I have 
since obtained them, and [| find that the amount 
properes by the amendment of the Committee of 

ays and Means exceeds the estimate of the De- 
partment by $25,000. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman from Ohio upon what ground that 
addition is made ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. TheSecretary of State asked 


mittee proposed to appropriate $150,000. . The fol- 
lowing letter of the Secretary of State will show 
that he subsequently asked for $200,000. It shows 
that there is a deficiency in that Department; and 
| that large drafts had been made on account of sick 
and disabled seamen. 

The letter was read, as follows: 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuincoton, February 18, 1860. 

Srr: I have the honor-to request that an appropriation of 
$75,000 may be made for the relief and protection of Amer- 
ican seamen in foreign countries, that sum being indispens- 
ably required to meet the drafts of the consuls of the United 
States for the service of the present fiscal year, the appro- 
priation for that object being now reduced to less than one 
thousand dollars. 


for more. The estimate was $175,000. The com- | 
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i beg leave to inform the committee that the amountasked 
for for the current fiscal year was $175,000, which it was 
supposed would be sufficient undér an economical expend 
iture. It was, however, reduced, and only $150,000 appro 
priated for that object—a sum totally inadequate when the 
amount of relief afforded to our large and annually-inereas- 
ing number of seamen is taken into consideration. The 
appropriation for that object for the fiscal year ending 20th 
June, 1859, was exhausted as early as March of that year, 
and a transfer from other funds at the disposal of this De- 
partinent was made (to the amount of sixty thousand dollars, 
(360,000;) and yet the fund failed before the exptration oi 
the fiscal year, and drafts of the consuls accumulated to the 
amount of some eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000) prior to 
the Ist of July, the commencement of the present fiscal 
year. 

I have also the honor to request that the appropriation 
for this object, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1861, 
may be increased from $175,000, the amount asked for, to 
$200,000, as the latter sum will, | am confident, be required 
to defray the expenses incurred under that head. 

The serious attention of the Department has for some 
time past been drawn to the increasing charges on account 
of destitute, sick, and disabled seamen. 

As in the main they have been incurred in the Pacific in 
connection with the whale fishery, the guano and the Cal 
ifornia trade, the commissioner of the United States at the 
Sandwich Islands has repeatedly been instructed to exam- 
ine and report upon the subject, in the hope that some 
means might be devised to diminish these charges. Sim- 
ilar instructions have been addressed to the ministers of 
the United States at Lima and Santiago de Chilé; and the 
Navy Department has ordered officers in command fn the 

acific to co iperate with those functionaries. I regret to 


| state, however, that the result of their investigations dots 


not show any praciicability at present of curtailing the ex 
penses referred to consistently with the policy upon the 
subject sanctioned by existing laws. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEW : CASS. 
Hon. JoHn SHERMAN, Chairmanof the Committeeof Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr. BRANCH. I am satisfied. It appears 
that the Secretary submitted a supplemental esti- 
mate,and asked for an increase. { will only say 
that it would be better if all these amounts could 
be known at the outset, and put into the annual 


| estimates, and that we should not be called upon 


by the Department, by supplentental estimates, 
for increased appropriations. 
Mr.SHERMAN. I wish to makeageneral state- 


| ment inregard to theitems ofthis bill. The amount 


estimated by the Department was $1,137,120; the 


| amount reported by the Committee of Ways and 
| Means is $1,082,120; being a saving of $55,000. 
| This saving is made by reducing the appropria- 


tions for salaries of envoys extraordinary, min- 
isters,and commissioners; by striking out ‘* Bue- 
nos Ayres,”’ ** Paraguay;”’ - reducing the item 
which was last under discussion; by reducing the 
appropriations for salaries of ena agents, &c. 
But the bill has been increased $52,500 by amend- 


| ments made to-day, in committee, by adding for 


salary of interpreter to Japan, and the $50,000 
increase asked for by the Secretary of State, for 
the protection and relief of American seamen. I 
move that the bill be laid aside, to be reported to 
the House. 

Mr. MALLORY. I would inquire of the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio, how this $40,000, appropri- 


ated to enable the President to carry out the law 
against the slave trade, is to be applied? As I 
understand the matter, the President now has 


| power to order the Navy to suppress this slave 


traffic, and that that squadron would be supported 
out of the general appropriation for the Navy. | 
would like to know, then, how this special appro- 
Eevee of $40,000 isto be applied and used by the 

epartment for this purpose? I do not wish to 
vote in the dark; and I think it is the duty of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to inform the 
Honse what disposition is to be made of this sum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am happy to be able to 
inform the gentieman that, if f will read the 
law of March 3, 1819, entitled <* An act in addi- 


| tion to aets preventing the slave trade,’’ he will 


| find that the second and third sections give cer- 


} 
t 


tain bounties, part of which are paid out of this 
appropriation. The amount first appropriated for 
this purpose, under the act to which I referred, 
was $100,000. I move that the bill be laid aside, 
to be reported to the House. : 
Mr. MAYNARD. | move to amend the bill 
by adding at the end thereof the following proviso: 
Provided, That the sum of $150,000, hereby appropriated 
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et ~-— oe 


for running and marking the line between the United States | 


and the British possessions bounding Washington Terri- 


tory, shal] be so expended as to put an end to the work. 


I find, upon examination, that, at the first ses- | 
sion of last Congress, $75,000 were appropriated 
for similar purposes; and that, at the second ses- 
sion, $100,000 were appropriated for the same | 
purpose. Now this bill, as [ understand, appro- 
priates $150,000 more, asasum to complete it. I | 
do not desire to detain the House in discussing | 
this question; I only desire that the facts may be | 
known, and, in view of those facts, that the com- | 
mittee shall vote upon my amendment. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise to a point of order. | 
It is, that the gentleman cannot go back upon the 
bill and offer an amendment in reference to a sub- 
ject which is already disposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pie proposition is to add 
a proviso at the end of the bill. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope there will be no | 
objection to that proviso. It certainly can dono 
harm. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Georgia insist on his point of order? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will hear the amend- 
ment again. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. MILES. I beg the gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee to yield to me for a moment, as I desire to 
offer an amendment that is particularly germane | 
to the last section of the bill, and, in fact, would | 
be a continuation of that section. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | 
Tennessee withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will do so for the present. | 

Mr. MILES. I desire to offer an amendment, | 
and I ask the attention of the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means to it. With the 
indulgence of the committee, I will say a very few 
words in explanation of it. It will be recollected, 
that last year there was great discussion in the 
House about appropriating $75,000 for the Echo 
Africans. It was passed, however, by the House. | 
We had great difficulty in Charleston in getting | 
paid out of that $75,000 the bills of tradesmen— 
many of them poor and worthy men—who had | 
advanced supplies; who had advanced food and | 


clothing for these poor wretches, who were in a || 


most miserable state of suffering and destitution, 
as I can testify from personal inspection, as I saw 
them several times. We had the greatest difficulty | 
in getting these bills paid by the Government. | 
They said there was no fund. The Navy Depart- 
ment ordered the marshal to charter a steamer, for 
the purpose of transporting the Africans to the | 
fort, and thence to the Government vessel which | 
conveyed them to Africa. The proprietors of that 
steamer found the greatest difficulty in getting 
paid for the use of the steamer. The Navy De- 
artment said they ought to be paid by the Interior 
Jepartment, and the Interior Department said the | 
Navy Department ought to pay them; and, be- | 
tween the two, we could get nothing done until | 
the appropriation was made, and then we had the 
delay which always follows when you have to | 





deal with circumlocution offices all the world over, || 


and under any form of government. 
But there was one charge which was never paid | 
out of that appropriation. The marshal of the 
district—a most excellent and worthy gentleman, 
whom Iam proud to call my personal friend— 
discharged the duties of his office, which were 
most trying and most laborious, subjecting him 
to great personal risk. It was a period when the 
yellow fever was prevailing as an epidemic in the 
city; he was not acclimated, not living in the city; 
but he was compelled, of cotirse, to give his spe- 
cial care and attention to these unfortunate crea- 
tures; and although the Department and the Pres- 
identexpressed their entire approval of his course, 
and their high appreciation of his zeal and energy, 
when he came to present his bill for pay, they 
refused to allow it; the Department saying that 
they could not do it, because they ial not de- 
cide out of what particular fund it was to be paid, 
and, of course, the matter hung in that way until 
the appropriation was passed. As soon as it was 
passed—and it was amply sufficient to cover all 
the expenditures—we presented the case of the 
marshal to the Secretary of State. I saw him. | 
versonally. He said that the marshal ought to 
paid; that there would be no difficulty or trouble 
about it, and that he would undoubtedly be paid. 
Mr, SHERMAN. I do not wish to interfere | 








must insist on the rules of order with regard to 
these appropriation bills. 


should send hisamendment to the Clerk’s desk to 
be read. 

Mr. MILES. I will read it myself. I propose 
to add, at the end of the bill, the following: 

And that the Seeretary of State be directed to pay, out 
of any uuexpended balance of the appropriation of $75,000, 
made last year in the consular and diplomatic bill, in the 
ease of the Echo Africans, the sum claimed by the United 
States marshal for the district of South Carolina: Provided, 
in the opinion of the Attorney General, said marshal is Je- 
gally entitled to receive the same. 

The Attorney General has already delivered an 
opinion to the effect that he is entitled to this pay. 
Judge Wayne, ofthe Supreme Court, has said the 
same; and Judge Magraw, of the district court, 
has delivered a written opinion to the same effect; 
but the President did notagree with the Attorney 
General or the judges, and refused to allow the 
bill to be paid. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I must object to the amend- 
ment. It is clearly a private claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. ‘The amendment proposes inde- 
pendent legislation in an appropriation bill. 


Mr. McRAE. That is the very point I wish | 


to raise, and upon which I wish to agk the opin- 


| ion of the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
'and Means. The gentleman from Ohio has made | 
the point of order on the gentleman from South | 
|| Carolina, that that amendment is not germane to 


this bill. Now I want to ask him if he consid- 
ers this appropriation in regard to the slave trade 
as germane to the consular and diplomgtic bill ? 
I want to know what part of the consular and 
diplomatic expenses are provided for in this 
clause? And I shall ask the gentleman to state, 
as chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, from his own knowledge, or from any in- 
_ formation that he has from the Department of 
| State, to what these particular sums are to be ap- 
| plied? 
purposes much less worthy than that which the 
gentleman from South Carolina proposes. I take 
the position that this section of the bill is not 
' germane to it, as it provides for no part of the 


ment, 
amendment to t 
execution of the fugitive slave law, as the com- 
mittee have to bring inan appropriation, in the con- 
sular and diplomatic bill, for the suppression of the 
slave trade. I therefore ask the Soaian of the 


Committee of Ways and Means if he can show 


for what particular objects this amount is to go, || 
and whether the point of order which he has raised || 


the Chair has sustained, does not go to the appro- 
priation in the bill itself? 

Mr. SHERMAN. My answer will be very 
brief. I believe these negroes, when brought here, 
are foreigners. The section relates, therefore, to 
our intercourse with foreign nations or people. 
But that is not all. I can sustain it on the ground 
of precedent. A similar provision was in the bill 


on the gentleman from South Carolina, and which 


yriation bills. But there is still another ground. 
| can claim that this expenditure is estimated for 
among the consular and diplomatic expenses. It 
grows out of the law against the slave trade—a 
trade which can only be carried on with foreigners, 
and therefore properly coming into the consular 
and diplomatic bill, which covers all our inter- 
course with foreign nations. 

Mr. McRAE. The gentleman makes three 
points, neither of which is satisfactory. In the 
first place, he says that the provision is germane 
to this bill, simply. because it relates to persons 
brought to this country who are foreigners. That 
is no reason why this should be made a portion 
of the consular and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government; because there are no consular and 
diplomatic agents concerned in reference to this 
question at all, and, of course, that point does not 
meet the case, 

The gentleman gives as his next reason, that a 
| similar provision was in the bill of last year, and 
| that there are precedents for attaching it to the 

consular and diplomatic bill. Why, does not the 
gentleman know that that provision was attached 
to the diplomatic and consular bill for the pur- 





Because, the money may be applied to | 


consular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- | 
I have ne as much right to offer an | 
iis bill, providing for the faithful | 


of last session, and, I am told, in previous appro- | 


| gentleman upon this side of the 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest || that appropriation, that it was 
to the gentleman from South Carolina that he || connected with the diplomatic a 
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with the gentleman from South Carolina, but I | pose of carrying it through this House 





_laws until they have been adjudicated to be 
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Securely 
ected, by every 
Ouse Opposed to 
not legitimately 
nd consular ex. 


and safely; and that it was then obj 


penses of the Government ? 
The gentleman says, further, 
because it is estimated for. Why, is that q Pood 
reason? Iam glad to know, however that th 
gentleman has come to the conclusion to attach : 
much importance to the estimates ofa Democrati, 


that itis in orde, 


Secretary of State as to consider them an q 

thority with him. They are, atall events E 
| this 
_ with the particular sentiments of the gen 


’ Upon 
Y accord 


\ tleman jy 
reference to the suppression of the slave trade 


_ Itis well known, Mr. Chairman, that my opin- 
ions are in favor of the reopening of this trade 
But I am in favor, also, of observing the laws “a 


uestion; because, I presume, the 


| they exist; and it is for that reason, because | am 


a law-and-order man, and will even sustain bad 


un- 


constitutional, that I am opposed to incorporating 
5 


upon this bill any such provision. 

I ask the gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House whether they would be willing to intro. 
duce into this consular and diplomatic appyppri- 
ation bill an appropriation for faithfully executing 
the fugitive slave law? Of course they will say 


| no; that it is not germane to the bill. 





| of order. 
| bill has been gone through with, and nothing is in 


oaooaale=e_es=SOOwOwoOOoOO 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I would like to ask the gen. 
tleman from Mississippi whether any such law 
exists? 


Mr. McRAE. 


I think there is such a law in 


| existence. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I must rise to a question 
This debate is all out of order. The 


order but the motion to lay it aside, to be reported 
to the House. 
Mr. McRAE. I will yield in a moment. | 


want to ask the gentleman from Illinois whether 


| he considers that there is such a law in existence 
| as the fugitive slave law? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I know of no law of that title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I must insist upon my ques- 
tion of order. The question is on laying this bill 
aside. 

Mr. McRAE. I donot yield at present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill has been gone 
through with, and no amendment is in order. The 
bill was taken up with the understanding that it 
should be disposed of, and that the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Love] should resume the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 

uestion.of order raised by the gentleman from 

hio. Debate has not been closed upon the bill, 
and general debate is in order upon it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I should like 
to know by what rule general debate is in order 


| upon this bill. It has been gone through with by 


sections; no amendment is in order, and how 1!s 
debate.in order? 
The CHAIRMAN. This bill is before the 


committee until it has been laid aside by a vote of 


| the committee, and at is open to debate. 


Mr. MALLORY. I propounded an inquiry a 
short time ago to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in relation to the object 
which was sought to be accomplished by this ap- 
propriation of $40,000. He responded that he un- 
derstood it was appropriated to pay bounties un- 
der the law prohibiting the slave trade, under 
which law provision is made for the payment 0! 
bounties. Now, I wish to inquire further of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether he has any statistics, or whether there 
are any before that committee, which led him to 
the conclusion that that amount would be neces- 
sary for the ment of bounties under that par- 
ticulat law? Tshould like to know further, whether 
any bounties have ever been claimed or _ un 
der that act. J am not aware that any bounties 
have ever been paid or claimed under it. 

Mr. SHERMEN . Do you put that question 
to me? 

Mr. MALLORY. Yes, sir. 4 

Mr. SHERMAN... Bounties have been Pp! 


under that law. Only recently they were paid © 


the captain of the brig Echo; and the Secretary 0 
the Treasury has estimated that $40,000 wil - 
required for the coming year. course, thes 


estimates must be merely an approximation. be 


cannot be told in advance what vessels wil 
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tured, or What expenses incurred under this 
be I have before me a law showing the expenses 
- ch may arise in su pressing the African slave 
i { will not read it, but the gentleman can 


ad it for himself. rea 
re | now appeal to the gentleman from Mississippi 


. cive way, and allow this bill to be laid aside, to | 


ermit the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Love] 
to go on with his remarks upon the President’s 
annual message. 


Mr. McRAE. I have no objection at all to this 


pill being laid aside now, if it will come up to- | 
morrow in the position in which it now stands, 


and that I shall have the floor upon it. 
Mr. MILES. L Te 1 
the Chair, take afi appeal from his decision ruling 
che amendment which I offered some minutes ago 
out of rder. 
‘nl Memsers. Toolate. — ; 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain 
the appeal. The Chair will state the question. 
Mr. McRAE. The gentleman cannot take the 
floor from me. ‘ 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi is entitled to the floor. When he shall 


have concluded, the Chair will give the floor to | 


the geptieman from South Carolina, unless the 
sentleman yields to the gentleman from South 
Carolina now, to take his appeal. 

Mr. McRAE. I 
for that purpose, with great pleasure. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I appeal to gentlemen to 


allow this bill to pass over informally for the | 
prenent and to allow the President’s message to | 


ye taken up. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 


he understood it to be the decision of the com- | 
mittee that this bill should be taken up for half 
an hour, and that if it was not disposed of within | 


that time, it should be laid aside, to allow the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to proceed with his remarks 
upon the President’s message. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. That was my understand- 
ing. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then con- 
sider that the order of the committee. 


Mr. MILES. I am perfectly willing to give | 
way to accommodate the gentleman from Georgia. | 


| desire, however, first to inquire if the Chair will 


recognize my right to “1p from his decision ? 
The CHAIRMAN, Should the present occu- 


pant be in the chair when the bill is again taken | 
up, he will recognize his right to take an appeal. | 


PRESIDENTS ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The committee then resumed the consideration | 
of the annual message of the President of the || 


United States, 

Mr. LOVE occupied the floor for three quarters 
ofan hour, upon the relations between the people 
of the North and the South, especially in connec- 
tion with the issues growing out of the next pres- 
idential election. [His speech will be published 
in the Ae endix. 

Mr. ELLO G, of Illinois, followed, in a 
speech of nearly two hours’ length—the time hav- 
ing been extended, by general consent—upon the 
subject of the alleged connection of Senator Douc- 


Las with Republicans in his reélection to the Sen- | 


ate of the United States. [His speech will be 
published in the Appendix. ]} 

~Mr. McCLERNAND replied to Mr. Kettoce 
upon the same subject. [His remarks will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr.VANCE obtained the floor; but yieldeditto 

Mr. COX, who moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Davis, of In- 
diana, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore, Mr. Wasuaurne, of Illinois, reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


‘nion had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly a bill (H. R. No. 4) 
making appropriations for the consular and diplo- 


matic oxpennes of Governihent for the fiscal year | 
une 30, 1861, and had come to no reso- | 


ending 
lution thereon; also, that the committee had had 
ander consideration the annual message of the 
_ reaidont of the United States, and the resolu- 
‘008 proposing to refer the same, and had come 
‘© no conclusion thereon. 


INDIAN AGENCY IN JEFFERSON TERRITORY, 
Mr. ALDRICH, by unaniffous consent, intro- 


I must, with all due respect for | 


I will yield to the gentlemay | 








|| duced a bill to establish an Indian agency in the 
|| Territory of Jefferson; which was read a first and 


| second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs. 


' 


And then, on motion of Mr. LEAKE, (at six | 


| o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


spon nate 


IN SENATE. 

| Wenpnespay, March 14, 1860. 

] qaayet by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guruey. 
| 

| 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
|| ate a letter of the assistant clerk of the Court of 
|| Claims, returning, in compliance with an order 


| of the Senate, the papers in the case of C.J. Cook | 
|| and A. A. Lockwood; which was ordered to lie | 


| on the table. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


G. Dorr, daughter of John D. Alvey, postmaster 
| of the American Army, at head-quarters, during 
the revolutionary war, praying that the laws 
passed for the wt 


| 
| 
| 


tee on Revolutionar 


Mr. TEN EYCI 


Claims. 
presented a petition of citi- 


gress to pass a law to prevent all further traffic 
in, and monopoly of, the public lands of the 
United States; and that they be laid out in farms 
or lots, of limited size, for the free and exclusive 
use of actual settlers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the petition of 
H. L. Dousman, in behalf of himself and other 
owners of land at Prairie du Chien, praying 
| that the surveys affecting farm lots numbered 
one to twenty-three, inclusive, made by Lucien 
Lyon, United States surveyor, in the year 1828 
or 1829, may be corrected; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the memorial 
of Daniel J. Brown, praying compensation for 
extra services while acting as a clerk in the Patent 
| Office; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of James 
|| Harrington, a laborer on the public grounds in 
|| the city of Washington, praying that he may 
have the benefit of the joint resolution of August, 
1856; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 


REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 


Mr. FOSTER. I present various memorials, 
praying for an alteration of the existing tariff laws 
of the United States. These memorials are signed 
by a large number of citizens and electors of Con- 
necticut, residing in Hartford, Windsor, Weth- 
ersfield, Windsor-Locks, Manchester, and New 
Britain, in Hartford county; in New Haven and 
Naugatuck, in New Haven county; in Norwich, 
Yantic, Mystic, and Jewett City, in New Lon- 
don county; in Plymouth and Wolcottville, in 
Litchfield county; and in Hebron, Vernon, Rock- 
ville, Ellington, and Stafford Spfings, in Tolland 
county. As the memorials are short, I ask that 
one of them be read at the Clerk’s table. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Memorial to the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States : 

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens and electors 
of the State of Connecticut, respectfully showeth: That 
foreign wares and fabrics are now pouring into our seaports 
in quantities wholly unprecedented ; that, in spite of the 
glut of importation, the Federal Treasury is in an embar- 
rassed condition, the public debt has been more than dou- 
bled within the Jast three years, and $20,000,000 of ‘Treas- 
ury notes are soon to fall due, for which no provision has 
been made. Your memorialists, therefore, entreat your 
honorable bodies to revise the existing tariff, replacing ad 
valorem by specific duties, so far as practicable; and ac- 
cording to the labor of our own country such moderate in- 
cidental protection as may be consistent with the creation 
| of a reyenue adequate to alj the legitimate and economical 
wants of the Government. 

We are, respectfully, your fellow-citizens, &c. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, the signatures 
| to these memorials are so numerous and so re- 
spectable, that] should hardly discharge the duty 
I owe to my constituents if I did not say a few 











he Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. | 


| Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of Hetty | 


zens of New York and New Jersey, praying Con- | 





ief of the officers and soldiers of | 
that war, or their widows and orphans, may be | 
so construed as to include his heirs or legal rep- | 
resentatives; which was referred to the Commit- | 


| words in regard to the general subject before mov- | 
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ing the appropriate reference. It seems to me that 
what is asked in the memorials is just and neces- 
sary, and ought to be granted. The subject in- 
volves the present condition of the country in 
regard to its imports and revenues, and the effeet 
of our present laws, especially on the industrial 
classes. From an examination of the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, laid on our tables 
ashorttime since, itappears that the whole amount 
of imports into the United States during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June last, was $338,768, 130, 
of which gold and silver coin and bullion made up 
$7,434,789, leaving $331,333,341, of goods and 
merchandise from foreign ports, beside gold and 
silver, imported into the country in a single year. 
Of this amouut, however, there was exported 
abroad $20,895,077, leaving to be consumed at 
home within our own country, $310,438,264. The 
whole amount of our exports during the same 
period was $335,894,385; of which ai and silver 
coin and bullion made up $57,502,305; leaving, 
therefore, an amount of exports, aside from gold 
and silver, of $278,392,080. Thus, the excess of 
imports over exports was $32,046,184. 

| am aware that there is one theory that goes 
upon the ground that a country is rich in propor- 
tion to the amount of its imports, and that large 
imports are a proof of large wealth and of the in- 
crease of wealth. For myself, I have not been 
accustomed, at any period of my life, to deal in 
such large figures as these, and possibly may not 
be able to comprehend all the ab eaeep he of that 
school of political economy. It seems to me that 
if we simplify it a little, and take the case of an in- 
dividual, a planter or a farmer, and try the question 
on a small seale, we may understand it better. 
lanter or farmer takes 
the surplus product of his farm or plantation, all 
that he has to dispose of, and sells it to a neigh- 
boring merchant, and that he buys from the mer- 
chant all that he wishes for family consumption. 
At the end of the year he settles his account, and 
finds that he owes the merchant $500. Now, that 


a or farmer is certainly not doing a thrifty 


usiness, he is not making money; but is losing 


| it, although his imports, so te speak, are $500 a 


year more than hisexports. I take it to be very 
manifest that an individual, under such circum- 


| stances, is not on the road to wealth, but is on 


the road te the alms-house; and I am utterly at a 
loss to conceive of any difference-in point of prin- 
ciple, between an individual and a nation under 


|| just such circumstances. 


We, as a nation, the last year, imported more 
than we oaperes. to the amount, as I have al- 
ready stated, of $32,046,184. I believe that that 


| is a losing business, and that a nation pursuing 
| that course is tending to bankruptcy. Now, look 





for a moment at some of the articles which go to 
make up the enormous amount of our imports, 
Secretary of the Treasury, and find that we im- 
ported of manufactures of cotton, $26,345,081; of 
manufactures of wool and worsted, $33,521,956; 


| I have looked over the tables, as prepared by the 


| of iron and steel, and manufactures of iron and 
| steel, $19,221,947; amounting, in the aggregate, 


to $79,088,984 of these three classes of articles— 
manufactures of cotton, manufactures of wool 
and worsted, and iron and steel, and manufactures 
of iron and steel, 

Now, Mr. President, I must say that I believe 


| this country ought to have manufactured all these 


several articles here at home, and not imported 
one dollar of the more than seventy-nine million 
dollars’ worth that we did import. That, I be- 


|| lieve, is the course which we, as an economical 


nation, ought to have followed. It is pretty ap- 
parent that we are not raising revenue enough to 
meet our expenses, Our expenditures during the 
past year, as appears by the message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, were $83,751,511 57. 
The estimated expenditure for the current year is 
$66,714,928 79; and the estimated deficiency for the 
fiscal year is $5,988,424 04. [ shall confess my- 
self much mistaken if our expenditure does not ex- 
ceed the estimate, and, of course, if the estimated 
deficiency is not short of the reality, But, sir, 
even if both should be right, or both be more than 


| subsequent facts shall prove to be true, it is very 


| clear that proper legislation requires the revision 


of the tariff laws, and requires such a change as 
shall make the receipts of the Government equal 
to the amount of the expenditure, The correct- 
ness of this principle must certainly be recognized 
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by every man of common sense and good judg- 
ment, beginning with the President and going 
throughout the United States. In what manner 
shall this be done? The memorial which has been 
read at the table suggests, as it seems to me, the 
pracucable and proper mode; that is, to change 
our present nila of collecting duties, which is 
what is called the ad valorem system, to the sys- 
tem of specific duties. ‘That thet change, by it- 
self, without raising the rate of duty on a single 
article, taking the average price for ten years past, 
will give us more revenue, and, at the same time, 
benefit our home manufacturer, nobody, I think, 
who examines the subject, will doubt for a mo- 
ment. And, sir, it seems to me that it is the duty 
of Congress, if we find that the present mode of 
levying duties does not, either to the Government 
or to the people, work out the result which is de- 
sirable, so to change the system as to effect that 
purpose. 
year ago, at the commencement of the session of 
Congress, gave us his views on this very ques- 
tion. He said, in the message which he sent to 
us at the opening of the last session of the last 
Congress—I read from the 25th page of the vol- 
ume containing his annual message: 





The President of the United States, a | 


“In regard to the mode of assessing and collecting duties | 


under a strictly revenue tariff, | have long entertained and 
often expressed the opinion that sound policy requires this 
should be done by specific duties, in cases to which these 
can be properly applied. They are well adapted to com- 
modities which are usually sold by weight or by measure, 
and which, from their nature, are of equal, or of nearly 
equal, value. Such, for example, are the articles of iron of 
different classes, raw sugar, and foreign wines and spirits. 

“In my deliberate judgment, specific duties are the best, 
if not the only, means of securing the revenue against false 
and fraudulent invoices; and such has been the practice 
adopted for this purpose by other commercial nations, Be- 
sides, specific duties would afford to the American manu- 
facturer the incidental advantages to which he is fairly 
entitled under a revenue tariff. The present system is a 
sliding scale to his disadvantage. Under it, when prices 
are high and business prosperous, the duties rise in amount 
when he least requires their aid. On the contrary, when 
prices fall, and he is struggling against adversity, the duties 


are diminished in the same proportion, greatly to his injury. | 


* Neither would there be danger that a higher rate of duty 
than that intended by Gongress could be levied in the form 
of specific duties. [t would be easy to ascertain the average 
value of any imported article for a series of years ; and, in- 
stead of subjecting it to an ad valorem duty, at a certain rate 
per centum, to substitute in its place an equivalent specific 
duty. 

“By such an arrangement the consumer would not be 
injured. It is true, he might have to pay a little more duty 
on a given article in one year; but if so, he would pay a 
little less in another; and in a series of years these would 


counterbalance each other, and amount to the same thing, | 


so far as his interest is concerned. This inconvenience 
would be trifling when contrasted with the additional se- 
curity thus afforded against frauds upon the revenue, in 
which every consumer is directly interested.”’ 

The President of the United States reiterates, 
in the message sent to us at the present session, 
these very sound and judicious views. On the 


22d page of the volume containing his last mes- | 


sage he says: 


* Should such a deficiency occur as I apprehend, [mean- 
ing a deficiency in our recc!pts,] I would recommend that 
the necessary reveftue be raise<t by an increase of our pres- 
ent duties on imports. I need not repeat the opinions ex- 


pressed in my last annual message as to the best mode and | 


manner of accomplishing this object, and shall now merely 
observe that these have since undergone no change.”’ 


Those are certainly the views of a statesman 
on this subject, and they cannot be controverted. 
That frauds grow out of the ad valorem system, 
is perfectly well known. That there are two in- 
voices made out for goods that are imported, one 
for the custom-house and the other by which to 
sell the goods, and that oer are sworn through 
the custom-house greatly below their real value, 
is a fact perfectly well understood, The result is, 
a fraud on the revenue and a blow at‘home labor. 
It tends also to flood this country with an inferior 


article of goods; for, where, the duty isad valorem, | 


no matter, in one point of view, how cheap, how 
nearly worthless the article is, the cheaper it is 
the lighter duty it has to pay. Under the eircum- 
stances, there is a temptation to bring in articles 
of very little value, articles that will notsell in any 
foreign country, and sell them to our people. 
There is no economy, either nationally or indi- 


| ciples. 
| full and careful consideration of the Committee 





time, would derive more revenue from the impor- 
tations. 
If this change in the system from ad valorem to 
specific duties should not produce sufficient rev- 
enue to meet the necessary wants of the Govern- 
ment, then, as the President says, let us raise 
them; and raise them on those articles which will 
give to the home manufacturer those incidental 
advantages to which he is fairly entitled. 


The change from specific to ad valorem, | be- | 


lieve, was made in the tariff of 1846; and made, 
then, in the face of the opposition of very able 
and distinguished statesmen in this body. Col- 
onel Benton, who was not a tariff man, and who 
voted, I believe, for the tariff of 1846, opposed this 
system of ad valorem duties, and spoke against it 
in the debate connected with the passage of that 
bill. English experience had demonstrated the 
viciousness of the system. Mr. Webster, upon 
the same question, spoke in a manner so pointed 
and so direct that I hope to be pardoned for read- 
ing a very few lines. He said: 

* Public sentiment is excited on this subject. I venture 
to say, that on two points public opinion is settled: first, 
as to the utter folly of the ad valorem principle in the im- 
position of duties—and I do not believe that there are at 
this moment five gentlemen in the Senate who, if left to 
their own choice, would prefer that mode, nor indeed can 
i persuade myself that there is a man in the whole execu- 
tive Government who, if the bill were now to come for the 
first time from the Treasury, would have it in its present 
form. All the industry of the land is against it; the manu- 


facturers are against it; the importers are against it; the || 


ship-owners are against it—no man cries, God save it! it 
is against the sentiment of the land. The great principle 
of a just discrimination in favor of such articles as the gen- 
eral interest requires, is the principle which commands the 
approbation of the American people. I here tell gentlemen 
we shall have henceforward no more ad valorem tariffs. 
We shall never go on the principle of horizontal tariff. This 
bill cannot stand. It will not stand. It is a house built 
upon the sand; and no intelligent man will think himself 
safe beneath its roof; it will fall on him and crush him.” 
I think that prophecy has turned out fact. In 
so thinking, I am certainly fortified by the opin- 
ion of the President of the United States, that 
this system cap ak to be changed, both for the 
benefit of the Government in relation to its rev- 
enue, and for the benefit of the people who live 
under it, and whose interests are more important 
than the raising of revenue for the Government. 
I trust, Mr. President, that these memorials, the 
reference of which I propose to move to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, will receive the patient consid- 
eration of that committee; and that the honorable 
chairman of that committee, who is in his seat, and 
who certainly understands this matter of finance a 
great deal better than I do, will not throw them 


aside, and regard them as unworthy of consider- || 


ation. I can assure him that the signers of these 
memorialsare not politicians, and are not desirous 
of making any political issues on this question. 
Many of them I know personally, and a very 
large proportion of those whom I know, are busi- 


ness men and manufacturers, who look at this as | 


a business question, and are desirous of having 
it disposed of on correct, judicious business prin- 
I trust that the memorials will receive the 


on Finance, and that a bill will be reported which 
will carry into effect the views suggested in the 
memorials. 


Mr. GWIN. I should like to ask the Senator 


| from Connecticet if he wishes the Committee on 


Finance to reporta tariff bill—a revenue measure. 

Mr. FOSTER: 1 do not suppose that the bill 
will originate in the Senate; but I suppose a bill 
will come from the House of Representatives, 
whick will be referred to the Finance Committee, 
and that the Finance Committee will act on that 
bill. 

Mr.GWIN. Suppose it docs come up, what 
shall we do with these memorials in the Finance 
Committee ? 


Mr. FOSTER. In that case, of course no bill 


| could be reported from the Finance Committee. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The memorials will 


| be referred to the Committee on Finance. 


vidually, in the purchase of inferior articles for | 


consumption. There can be none. A specific —_ 


would go far to prevent the importation of suc 

arucles, for, under a specific duty, an inferior 
article could not bear the duty, and the result 
would be, that we should have merchandise of 
better quality, and the Government, at the same 


PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred a memorial of citizens of 
Tampa, Florida, praying that that place may be 
made a port of entry, have instructed me to re- 
port a bill making it a port of delivery; and inas- 


| much as it is a matter of deep interest to the peo- 


ple of that section, and I think they are in great 
need Of the relief which they pray, I hope the 


} 
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Senate will take up the bill at this vt 


/ ernment, while it tends to encour 
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. age greatly ; 
rowing trade between that port and the wv. 


ndies, which is very much obstructed at 
time, because, in order to clear a yesse] 4,, . 
foreign’ port from Tampa, they have t, 
to Key West, the nearest port of entry, which js 
some two hundred miles distant. , - 
The bill (S. No. 283) to constitute Tampa Bay 
in the State of Florida, a port of d we 
read the first time. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unay 
imous consent for the second reading of the bil 


it. I will state to the Senate that I belic 
not involve any additional expense 


1 to ahy 
) £0 dow) 


elivery, was 


bill 
| to-day. ” 


M~ FESSENDEN. I should like to ingyi,. 
of the Senator from Alabama if this is q me 
mous report of the Committee on Commerce? 

Mr. CLAY. Itis a unanimous report of thy 
committee. i 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a general o},. 
jection to making any more ports of deliyory 
yecause it increases the number of officers, {/ 
however, it is necessary in this case, { make no 
objection. 

Ir.CLAY. They get no salary, no c@pen- 
sation, except fees. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is objection made 
to the second reading of the bill ? 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope there will be yo 
objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I make none. 

The bill was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. No amend- 


| ment being proposed, it was reported to the Sen- 
| ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 


fora third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BAYARD. Task the Senate to take up 
the bill (S. No. 3) to amend an act entitled “An 


| act to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- 


ships and other vessels.”’ 
Mr. WADE. [ask the Senator to permit me 
etition. 

r. BAYARD. The moment I state this ques- 
tion, I will give way. This bill will not, I think, 
take ten minutes to pass it. It is a bili which 
ought to pass, and ought to have been passed 
long ago. It was introduced by the honomble 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] not now 
in his seat, on the petition of the Commissioners 
of Emigration from New York, and reported upon 
at the last Congress. The object is to protect a 
class of persons who are perfectly without pro- 
tection under the law, on board our merchant ves- 
sels. I do not think an objection can be raised to 
it, not even by the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Hare.] If it gives rise to de- 
bate it may be laid upon the table; but the bill 
ought to be passed. It is requisite for the protec- 
tion of an unprotected class of persons in our pas- 
senger vessels. I hope the Senate will take itup. 
I do not think it will take five minutes, when the 
facts are stated, in order to obtain the passage ol 
the bill. a i Te 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, are petitions in 
order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
aerator from Delaware is in order, as he has the 

oor. 


Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator has a report to 


make, or a petition to present, I have no objec- 


tion; but I want to have the bill taken up. 
Mr. IVERSON. I believe the motion of the 
Senator from Delaware is debatable. I should like 
to ask the Chair that question. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Georgia be good enough to state his question 
in? 
Mr. IVERSON. I want to debate the propos! 
tion of the Senator from Delaware, if it is a de- 
batable question. ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Delaware moves to take upa bill, That question 
is not debatable, under the decision of the Senat 
at the last session. The motion to take up the 
bill is clearly in order. ; 
Mr. IVERSON. I will merely state that I hav ; 
some petitions that I desire to present; and I = 
it is not in order to move to take up a bill, and dis- 
place the presentatign of petitions and reports. 
The Vick PRE IDENT Does the Senator 
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ots a : : } 
‘ Delaware withdraw his motion, to allow |} 


| 
’ orts to be introduced? | 
} 


‘etitions and re A , 
Pir. BAYARD. No, sir; I cannot. I think the 
bill ought to pass. — If it gives rise to any debate, 
| will move to lay it on the table myself. 

The VICE P ESIDENT. The Chair will 
etate to the Senate that, under the Tule of the 
Senate, he calls for petitions and reports, if no 
motion be made after the reading of the Journal; 
but it is in the power of the Senate to regulate its 
own business. If a Senator gets the floor and 
moves to take up a bill in the morning hour, it is 
early in order. It is moved to take up the bill 
indicated by the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask for the yeas and |, 
nays on that question, | If the Senator will not | 
ive way to the presenting of~petitions, we will | 
ask the yeas and nays upon it, m 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will || 
come to order until it gets in possession of the 
question on Which the yeas and nays are asked. 
+e Senator from Delaware moves to take up the 
pill (S. No. 3) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- 
ships and other vessels,”” approved March 3, 
01855; and upon that motion the yeas and nays 

are demanded, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope the Senator from 
Delaware will suspend his motion for a minute, |) 
to allow Senators to present petitions. They will 
take but a few moments. That is the easiest way 
to get out of this difficulty. i] 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not desire to obstruct the || 
business of the Senate, nor to interfere with order 
inany way. If the Senate do not desire to pass || 
this bill, Ihave no particular interest in it. It |) 
concerns the decency and the morality of the coun- 
try. Honorable Senators would not enable me to || 
sass it during the whole of the last Congress. I |} 
iave now moved to take it up, because it will take || 
no time to consider it. The Senate has already 
taken up another bill this morning, and passed it. || 
I do not desire to interfere with petitions or any- 
thing of that kind. I will postpone the motion; 
and I hope the Senate will afterwards take up the 
bill, and pass it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The: motion may | 
be withdrawn by unanimous consent, the yeas | 
and nays having been ordered. The Chair hears || 
no objection, and the motion is withdrawn. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 
| 
} 
| 


| 








Mr. WADE presented two petitions of citizens | 
of Ohio, praying that pensions may be allowed 
to the surviving militia of the war of 1812, and 
to the widows of those deceased; which was re- || 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. | 

He also presented two petitions of citizens of || 
Ohio, praying that the militia wh6 served in the || 
Indian wars, and in that of 1812, may be placed 
on the same footing in regard to bounty land as || 
those who served in the war with Mexico; which || 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented seven petitions of || 
manufacturers and others, of Schuylkill county, || 
Pennsylvania, praying a modification of the tariff; | 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of || 
Charles H. Robinson, praying that his pension || 
may commence from the time of the injury for || 
which it was granted; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition of merchants 
and underwriters of Baltimore, praying the resto- | 
ration of the mail service between Charleston, || 
South Carolina, and Havana; which was referred || 
a Committee on the Post Officé and Post 

oads. 

Mr, IVERSON presented the memorial of H. 

- A. Rainals, raying compensation for his ser- | 


1) 
| 
1] 


‘ives as United States consul at Elsinore, Den- | 
Cas which was referred to the Committee on | 
8. 

He also presented the petition of B..F. Ritten- | 
house, a clerk in the office of the Register of the | 
teasury, praying extra compensation for pre- 
paring the estimates of appropriations; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. LATHAM presented the petition of || 
cha tles Hare, praying Congress to pass a law || 
“anging the name of the schooner Emma, a for- | 


_ vessel, and for her enrollment, &c.; which 
&s referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


THE CO) 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, it was 

Ordered, That C.J. Cook and A. A. Lockwood have leave 
to withdraw their petition and papers. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That the letter of J. M. Winchell, president of 
the Kansas constitutional convention, communicating an 
enrolled copy of the constitution of Kansas adopted at Wy- 


andotte, July 29, 1859, presented March 6, 1860, be referred | 


to the Committee on Territories. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


} 
| 
| 
j 
} 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the pe- | 


tition of George P. Ihrie, praying compensation 
for services on the boundary survey between the 


United States and Mexico, and an allowance for | 


transportation from said survey to his home, sub- | 


mitted an adverse report, and asked to be dis- 


| charged from its further consideration; which was 


agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
|| tary Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the 


memorial of F. W. Lander, reported a bill (S. 


| No. 284) for the relief of F. W. Lander; which 


was read, and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 


to whom was referred the memorial of John Bran- | 


nan, an employéin the Department of State, pray- 
ing compensation for extra services, reported a 


| bill (S. No. 285) for the relief of John Brannan; 


|, which was read, and passed to a second reading. | 


Mr. BIGLER,, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred a 
resolution submitted by Mr. Sumner, on the 14th 
of February, directing the committee to consider 
the expediency of so amending the existing stat- 
utes as to abolish all discrimination between 
American citizens and foreigners in the office fees 


on the issue of patents, asked to be discharged | 
from its further consideration, the committee hav- | 


|| ing already acted on the question; which Was 


agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of M. C. Gritzner, 
praying compensation for damages sustained by 


the non-fulfillment of a contract made by the Com- | 
missioner of Patents with him for the execution | 


of descriptions and illustrations of patents, and 


the bill (S. No. 238) for the relief of M. C. Gritz- | 


ner, reported the bill without amendment, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 
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of Washington city to make a loan and issue 
stock for $200,000, for building a market-house, 
with an amendment; in which the concurrence of 


, the Senate was requested. 


The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 228) relative to the 
printing and distribution of the annual message 
of the President of the United States and accom- 
panying documents; in which the concurrence of 


the Senate was requested. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (S. No. 239) for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Charles Pear- 
son, deceased. 

PAY OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to offer a resolu- 
tion, to which there will be no objection, as the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
agrees to it. I am satisfied that the matter to 
which it relates needs attention at this session 
very much; and I hope that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, if the Senate recommit those bills, 


| will take the matter into immediate consideration 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the petition of R. L. Dorr, praying 


| that the Seeretary of State may be authorized to 
| demand of the British Government indemnity for | 


a violation, by its subjects, of the rights of Samuel | 


G. Dorr, under a patent for an improved method 
of shearing cloth, issued ky the United States 
Patent Office, October 20, 1792, asked to be dis- 


agreed to. 


| charged from its further consideration; which was | 


~ Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval A f- 
fairs, to yhom was referred the memorial of Eli- 


phalet Brown, jr., praying for the difference be- 
tween the pa 
Japan expedition, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 286) for the relief of Eli- 
phalet Brown, jr. The bill was read, and passed 
to a second reading; and the report was ordered 
to be printed. 


e BARRACKS AT SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. LATHAM submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War is requested to fur- 


| nish this body with all plans, estimates, and reports relat- 


ing to the construction of new barracks for the troops at 
the Presidio of San Francisco, and especially the report of 
the inspector general, relating thereto, of May, 1859. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 


1} of, Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
0 


use had passed a bill (H. R. No. 328) for the 
relief of Peay & Ayliffe, in which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was requested. 

The bill was read a first and second time, by 
unanimous consent; and on motion of Mr. Joun- 
son, of Arkansas, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A subsequent message from the House an- 
nounced that the House had passed the biil of 
the Senate (No. 192) authorizing th: corporation 


of master’s mate and artist in the || 


and report, in order that it may be got through 
this session. I believe it is a brarfch of the ser- 
vice which requires action: 

Resolved, That Senate bills numbered 32 end 33 be re- 
committed to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with in- 
structions to report a bill establishing the pay of each grade 
ot otficers perannum, in dollars and cents, with an increase 
at stated periods, up to twenty years of service. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will suggest to my friend 
from Maine to leave the alternative to the com- 
mittee, to require them to inquire into the expe- 
diency of it. I agree with the principle, but I 
would suggest to the Senator that he amend his 
resolution, so that the committee will be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting such 
a bill. ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Maine make the modification suggested by 
the Senator from Florida? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If it is going to lead to 
debate I will; but introduced the resolution after 
consulting with the Senator, and he agreed to it 
in the form in which it is presented. 

Mr. MALLORY. Well, I will take it in that 
form. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [ trust that a question so 
grave as that will not be passed as a matter of 
course. I think the committee ought to have 
some discretion on the subject. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Secretary will mod- 
ify my resolution so that the committee will be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of it, and 
report. Ido not care about the form. , 

The resolution as modified was adopted, as 
follofvs: 

Resolved, That the Senate bills Nos. 32 and 33 be re- 
committed tothe Committee on Naval Affairs with instruc- 
tions to inquire into the expediency of establishing the pay 
of each grade of officers per annum, in dollars and cents, 


with an increase at stated periods, up to twenty years of 
service. 


: HOUR OF MEETING. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
now call up the special order. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Before the special order is 
taken up, I desire to submit a motion in relation 
to the hour of meeting of the Senate. Wehavea 


| very large Calendar, and the session is now being 


procrastinated. We all know that after a late 
hour in the day it is impossible to keep Senators 
here. 1 think the easier and better way would be 
to meet earlier in the morning. I think we ought 
to meet earlier, and for that purpose I submit a 


| motion that the daily hour of the meeting of the 
| Senate shall be twelve o’clock, meridian, until 


otherwise ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be noob- 
jection the Chair will entertain the motion. 

Mr. HALE. _I object. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I submit that it is not a mat- 
ter which must lie over, because a Senator objects 
to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine can move to postpone the special order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do so for the purpose of 
submitting that motion in regard to the hour of 
meeting. I do not suppose it will take up the 


'! time of the Senate. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state the question. The Chair now calls up the 
special order for two o'clock, which is the reso- 
lution authorizing the enlargement and construc- 
tion of a branch to the Louisville and Portland 
canal; but the unfinished business of yesterday, 
the Military Academy bill, takes precedence of it. 
The Senator from Maine moves to postpone the 
epecial order, with a view to make a motion with 
reference to the time when the Senate shall meet. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I only move to postpone it 
informally, so that 1 may be enabled to submit 
this motion. 

Mr. GWIN. Does the unfinished business 
thereby lose its position on the Calendar? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. No, sir. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question now 
is on the motion of the Senator from Maine, that 


from and after to-day the Senate mect at twelve 


o’clock, meridian, until otherwise ordered. 
The question was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes 22, noes 15. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
(H.R. No. 5) making appropriations for the sup- 
ort of the Military Academy for the year ending 
ont 30, 1860, the pending question being on the 
following amendment submitted by Mr. Hate to 
the amendment offered by Mr. Wicra.u: 

ind be it further enacted, That when the regiment of 


mounted volunteers shall have been raised for the public | 


service, as herein provided, the present force of the United 
States troops shall be reduced by the equivalent of one regi- 
ment of mounted troops ; and the President of the United 
States be authorized and required to disband thet number 
of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates now in the Army of the United States. 

Mr. HALE. I want to say but a single word 
about that amendment 1! shall take but a mo- 
ment’s ume. I offered that amendment because 
I am willing to give Texgs everything she wants, 
but I do not wish to increase the Army. The ef- 
fect of the amendment, if passed, is just this: the 
new regiment will not be called out atall; but one 
regiment, instead of it, will be sent there, and will 
do everything that is necessary. The Army will 
not be increased; Texas will be relieved; and we 
shall not be burdened with a bill of $1,000,000, 
which we shall have to pay if we raise this new 
regiment. ‘That will be the effect of the amend- 
ment. It willgrant relief to Texas, and there will 
be no expense resulting from it. | hope the Sen- 
ate will adopt the amendment, and then we can 
pass the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 


nick in the chair.) The question is on the amead- | 
ment offered by the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire. 
Mr. HALE. I want the yeas and nays upon it. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 32; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, Dixon, 


Doolittle, Durkee, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Sumner, | 
Ten Eyck, Toombs, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—16. | 
NAYS—Measrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, | 


Chesnut, Clay, Collamer, Crittenden, Douglas, Fessenden, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hammond, 
tlemphill, iunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Ken 
nedy, Lane, Latham, Pearce, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Wig- 
fall, Wilson, and Yulee—32. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to propose an 
amendment as a proviso to the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that there is an amendment 
already pending. Does he offer his proposition 
as an amendment to the amendment? 

Mr. COLLAMER.,. Yes, sir. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion as on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Vermont, to insert at the ead of the amend- 
inent of the Senator from Texas the following: 

Provided nevertheless, That said regiment shall not be 
called into service unless required for the public safety, in 
the judgment of the President of the United States. 

Mr. HALE. We have adopted that amend- 
ment substantially before. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
inform the Senator from Vermont that an amend- 
ment to that effect has already been added. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I bok the Secretary to 
read it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


8nd be it further enacted, That the moncy hereby appro- 
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priated, or any part thereof, shall not be withdrawn from | 
the Treasury, unless the President of the United States shall | 


be of the opinion that the exigencies of the public service || 


in Texas requires the calling out of the regimentaforesaid. | 


Mr. COLLAMER. That isall right. I with- | 
draw my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questton | 
now is on the amendment offered by the Senator | 
from Texas, which will be read. 


Sec. —. “nd be it further enacted, That the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated out of any 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the || 
support of one regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, au- | 


thorized by the actof Congress approved 7th April, 1858. 


For segular supplies of the quartermaster’s department: 1] 


fuel, forage, straw, and stationery, $100,000. 


For incidental expenses of the quartermaster’s depart- | 


ment: for blacksmith’s and shoeing tools, horse and mule 
shoes and nails, iron and steel, horse medicines, picket- 
ropes, shoeing horses,and miscetlaneous, $5,000. 

lor transportation of supplies, transportation of clothing, 
camp and garrison equipage, ordnance, subsistence, quar- 
termaster’s and medical stores ; for the purchase of mules, 
and the purchase and repair of wagons, and for the hire of 
teamsters, $130,000. 

For clothing, camp and garrison equipage, $50,000. 

For subsistence in kind, $76,466. 

For pay of the volunteers, $358,979 33. 

For arms and their appropriate accouterments, (exclusive 
of horse equipments,) $58,946 70. 

Sec. —. Ind be it further enacted, That the money here- 


by appropriated, or any part thereof, shall not be withdrawn | 


from the ‘Treasury tinless the President of the United States 
shall be of opinion that the exigencies of the public service 
—— require the calling out of the regiment as afore- 
sald. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendment? 

Mr. HALE. Before the vote is taken, I should 
like to inquire, for information, what is the pro- 
vision of the law for raising this regiment in re- 
gard to its perpetuity. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I will state to the Senator | 
that the act of April 7, 1858, provides that this | 


regiment may be called into service for eighteen 
months, unless sooner dismissed by the President. 


It is to be mustered into service under the arti- | 
cles of war, and to be subject, as any regiment of | 
regulars is, to the control of the Government, and | 
may be dismissed at any time that the public | 


emergencies would justify it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Texas. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. The bill includes an appropria- || 


tion for the West Point Academy, does it not? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HALE. Well, as I am equally opposed 
to both, and I do not care about fighting this any 
longer, I wish to vote against the whole bill. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment, to insert, as a new section: 


ind be it further enacted, That the term of study at the | 


West Point Academy shall be, and the same is hereby, fixed 
at four years. 

The object of the amendment is simply to de- 
fine by law how long the term of study shall be. 
It is perfectly well known that.one Secretary puts 
it at four years, and then changes it to five; and 
another—I do not know who, but the change has 
been made lately—puts it back to four, and again 


to five; and so it moves around. I do not know 


what object is intended to be accomplished by it; || 
but it struck meas highly proper that the term of | 


study should be defined by law and perfectly un- 


derstood. I have heard, from very good author- | 


ity, that the officers of the institution think that 
the term should be four years. They are satisfied 
with that; and that being the case, and believing 
them to be the best judges, I think we had better 


fix this matter, in order that those who go there | 
to obtain an education shall not be subject to have | 


the time changed contrary to their expectations 
when they entered. I believe four years is long 
enough. 


Mr. DAVIS. I do not know where the Senator | 


derives the information of frequent changes. I 
have heard of but one. Within my knowledge of 
the Academy, which gocs back a great many 
years, I know of but one change, and that was to 
add a year. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator is 
mistaken. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is true that the subject has 
been under contemplation to reduce the term again 


_ to four years, but it has not been done. It is also 


true that a board is now examining the programme 


| 
| 
The Secretary read it, as follows: | 
' 
| 
| 
} 
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What conclusions they will reac 


how far they may propose to change the pro. 


of studies. 
| gramme of studies, or what alterations they 
suggest, I do notknow. I do not think the b y 
of officers have yet reached an conclusion.” 
should think it unfortunate, under these cirey 
stances, to fix the period by law; but if jt oa 
proper to fix the period at all, 1 should then = 
ose to fix it at the period which is now establis . 
nstead of attempting to change it by law, wh; h 
is to change all the programme of studies of i 
_ institution, I would prefer to fix it at the term 
which now exists. If there is any fear of me 
vacillation as to disturb the efficiency of the Acad 
emy, then let it be fixed at the existing term I 
believe it is better than four years. 
Whilst the subject is before us, I will say to 
| the Senate the question is one which may be stated 
| very simply and in a very small space. | js 
_ whether you will throw open the Academy to thy 
_ competition ofall classes of boys in our county 
or not. If those having the least advantages jy 
_ early life, those born beneath an unfriendly star 
whose poverty has not permitted them to acquire 
_ the preliminary instruction at home, are to enter 
the Academy at all, it must be upon a very low’ 
standard of acquirement. If you adopt the pres- 
ent low standard, then it is quite clear you cannot 
teach all that it is proposed to teach in the Acad. 
emy within the period of four years. If you raise 
the standard so as to bring them into the Academy 
with the preparation which would enable them to 
enter a college or the equivalent of it, they cap 
complete the course very readily in four years, 
If the Senate think proper to reduce those who may 
be admitted into the Academy to such as have had 
considerable preliminary instruction at some other 
place, I see no objection then to reduce the term, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I would like to ask the 
Senator forhowmany years since the establisliment 
of the Academy the term has been five years? 
Mr. DAVIS. [think thisis about the sixth year. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. By whom was the change 
made? 
Mr. DAVIS. 
|| tary of War. 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. Has it not been changed 
| back since? 
Mr.DAVIS. There has been some confusion 
| | about it. There was once a programme of stud- 
|| ies sent on to reduce it to four years, but the pro- 
| 





It was made while I was Seere- 





| gramme was not accepted. The term remained, 
| consequently, at five years. 

|| Mr. ANTHONY. I ‘should like to ask the 
| Senator if there has not been some recent change; 
| if the term has not been changed from five to four 
| years, and then from four to five years, within a 
| very short time? 

| Mr. DAVIS. No, sir. 

| Mr. ANTHONY. I have heard that from 
| members of the Academy. 

| Mr. DAVIS. I think I can understand per- 
| fectly why these questions are asked me. Cadets 
| have believed that the course was reduced to four 
| years, from rumorsat the Academy, and then thet 
| it was restored to five years ata subsequent period 
by order of the Secretary; but the professors 
| could not reduce the term; they could only pre- 
| sent a programme. It is, I believe, also true that 
| they altered some of the studies under the expec- 
tation that that programme would be adopted; but 
it was not adopted; the course remains as It was 
before; the term is five years. It is known ' 
Senators generally that the several studies, as pre- 
scribed for the four years, were deemed very 
laborious, and that several boards of visitors rec- 
ommendeda modification so as to reduce the num- 
ber of dismissals, considering it thus evinced that 
the course was overtasking the intellect of those 
who were admitted into the Academy. It is also 
known to every one who has taken any interes! 
in the subject, that certain studies were excluded, 
icularly those of a practical military charac- 
|| ter, and the additional year was necessar for the 
introduction of these additional studies. We must 
"either send’ them into the Army without the edv- 
eation which it is deemed proper they shoul 

have, or we must raise the standard of admission, 
or we must keep up the term to its present per! 


coun . oe 
_ Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not know how man} 


| 
| 
| 
; 
| 





years this new ment had been operating 
with reference to the bee year term. I be 
impression it was made under the Senator ro’ 
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i, while he was Secretary of War; but Mr. FESSENDEN. Do I understand the gen- ject the proposition entirely, leaving the Presi- 


h, yates have very great respect for his opinions, || tleman to say that the board is now sitting upon || dent with the force he has, and the power he has 
. | think the facts will show that four years is long || the subject and examining it? to call out the militia; Jeaving also the Governor 
y spough. Certainly, when we have such instances Mr. DAVIS. The board assembled, progressed || of the State with the power which he now exer- 
rd or us every day as we see of gentlemen who | to a certain extent, and adjourned to meet again. | cises toemploy the volunteer companies of Texas, 
I have gone through that Academy for a term of || In the mean time, the professors of each branch | and with an existing law upon the statute-book 
n- four years, and arrived at great distinction, both || in the Academy were required to make out the providing for calling out a regiment from that 
re inthe Army and out of it, i think it would be con- || total schedule of studies in cach division of the || State, and with the certainty that those troops not 
0- cluded that the term that is usual at our colleges || Academy, which is in process of preparation ; and having been controlled and directed by the Fed- 
d, js sufficient for the Military neametiel , || the board is to reassemble some time during this | eral authority would soon come here for payment, 
ch Now, sir, I stated that I understo ¢ (and it has | month or the next. | and thac we should have to pay the bills of all 
he not been denied by the honorable Senator) that | Mr. FESSENDEN. That may beavery good || expenses incurred. 
m the teachers of that Academy are in favor of the || reason for delay. I am perfectly willing to with- || _I do not see the purpose of the Senator from 
ch term of four years. I think they are competent || draw the amendment under those circumstances. || New Hampshire. 1 cannot comprehend the ob- 
d- judges of what education it is necessary to give a | The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- || ject which he has in view. He surely does not 
I ‘youngman in order to take the grade of alieutepant || ator from Maine withdraw hisamendment? || thus expect to initiate a reduction of the Army. 
‘nthe Army, I have always supported these ap- || ‘Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir; I withdraw it. || He cannot believe that because we are asked for 
to propriations for the Military Academy. I know || Mr.HALE. I have an amendment to offer. It || more troops, the time has come when a reduc- 
ed there are many that are opposed to it. || 18 to insert, as an additional section: |, tion may properly be made. He should wait for 
is Mr. GRIMES. I wish to ask the Senator from || and be it further enacted, That the regiment of Texas || a season of peace. He should wait for a time 
hy Maine whether the professors of the Academy | Tas8, shall one be wtetined fave th e made oe An. 4 || when the troops have been concentrated, when the 
'y or the academic staff, have not coupled with this States, ff, in the opinion of the ishaeeaaiad Gwent the || large force now in Utah has been brought back 
in another recommendation: that the standard of |) (ited States, one of the mounted regiments now in the || to the duties in which it was formerly engaged. 
ir, education shall be elevated, in order to enable a || Army, or so much thereof as may be necessary, can be || If then it shall be found that we have an excess 
re young man to become a cadet? ‘ , ; || safely ordered to the defense of 'l'exas. | of troops, that would be the time to propose a re- 
er “ Mr. FESSENDEN. I know that is their opin-|| I ask for the yeas and nays. | duction; not now, when the want of troops causes 
Ww jon. | Mr. WIGFALL. I would merely suggest to || us to seek the employment of volunteers to per- 
ag. Mr. GRIMES. I understand that to be the || the Senator from New Hampshire that it would || form those duties which ordinarily devolve on the 
ot case; that they have coupled with the opinion that || be better to amend his amendment, and make the || regular Army. The State of Texas is entitled to 
d- four years is all that is necessary, that a young || lieutenant general the commander of the Army, || consideration in her present condition, and when 
> = man should receive a superior education to that || instead of the President of the United States. The || the Executive makes a request, which request is 
hy which he is now compelled to have in order to || Senator’s object clearly is to kill the bill. I will ||@omplied with in a manner consistent with the 
t gain admission. The effect will be, that those || not discuss it. || views of Congress, it is but little that he should 
an whose parents are able to educate themthoroughly || Mr. HALE. I will only say, in my humble || ask you for the money with which to carry out 
s. before they go there can secure admission, but || opinion, with the highest respect for both these || your own views. That is all he asks. 
ay those not so fortunate cannot be admitted because || gentlemen, the President of the United Statesand | 1 do not wish, Mr. President, to prolong a de- 
ad not competent to pass the examination. || the lieutenant general, that I think I would rather || bate that may perhaps only delay the rejection of 
er Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, [donot know || have the lieutenant general’s opinion on a ques- || an amendment, the object of which I do not com- 
ae how it may be in point of fact in other places, but | tion of military tactics than that of the President. || prehend, the objections to which I have briefly 
he [have known many young men enter the Military Mr. WIGFALL. But the fathers happen to |, stated, and the purpose of which I shall be glad 
= Academy, and they went there with what iscalled || differ with you. The Constitution makes the || to icarn from the Senator from New Hampshire 
a good common e ucation, such as is wert at- || President the commander-in-chief. || if he has a real purpose in it, 
ar. tained in our common schools, to which all have || The yeas and nays were ordered. '| Mr. HALE. I shall be glad if the Senator 
se access; and if a boy, with the opportunity which Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, this is really || from Mississippi will tell the Senate how many 


boys of all classes have in this country to go to || giving a stone, when bread was asked for.- The || Federal troops there are in Texas, what kind of 


- school, arrives at the age of sixteen years and has | executive department asked for more mounted || troops they are, and how many are ordered there 
not sufficiently accomplished himself to enter the || troops. He wanted some regiments added to the | now. 
ed Military Academy, with. what is required there, I ||} Army—one a regiment of mounted men. Con- || Mr. DAVIS. I cannot state the number. I 
am rather inclined to think he is not fit togo there || gress, however, chose instead of giving him what || have recently seen an order sending some com- 
a at all, or would not stay there long after he en!) he asked for, to give him a regiment of mounted || panies to the Rio Grande. I think the whole of 
d- tered the Academy. Ido not regard that asa suf- || volunteers. Having passed a law providing for | the second cavalry should be in Texas. Whether 
1 ficientargument. It is not true, in this country, || that increase in certain contingencies, one regi- || it is or not, 1 cannot say. Some remarks made 
od, 


that there is no opportunity for a boy of sixteen || ment of mounted men and two regiments of foot, || in debate here have induced me to doubt it. Then 
, years, which is about the age thought most advis- || which two might be mounted in the discretion of || there are six companies of the first cavalry sta- 
- able, to acquire all the education thatis necessary. || the President, the Executive thought proper not | tioned just above Texas, perhaps in the military 





3° This is simply a proposition to extend the term || to call them into service, because Congress had || department of Texas, just north of the Red river. 

usd of the Academy another year, and to give a pre- || made no appropriation. The question before us dr. WILSON. I havea return here, with a 

- liminary education there, instead of requiring that || now is to make an appropriation to execute a || note of the adjutant general of the Army, show- 
it should be obtained elsewhere. | law of Congress. It is not that the Executive || irg that there are twenty-four military posts aow * 

[ have no sort of feeling about this subject. I || hasasked you to substitute regular troops by vol- || in Texas, and two thousand six hundred and 

- care nothing about it. I think it my duty to offer || unteers or irregular troops. The reverse is true. || fifty-one men. There have been some ordered 
this amendment for the simpie reason that if we || From no action taken by the executive depart- || there; but how many I cannot tell. 

Z are to undertake toeducate young men for the || ment, can the Senator from New Hampshire love | Mr. HALE. How many of those are mounted 

a Army, with all the objection there is to the Mili- || his proposition. Congress had a right to judge || men? 

: tary Academy at present, it is not quite advisable || what kind of troops to give; but this proposition || Mr. WILSON. I have not looked to sce; but 
a0 ‘9 take them up at an early age and give them the || assumes to judge that because Congress substi- || the description is all down here. I can tell ina 
wa rudiments of education. By so doing we extend || tuted one kind of troops for another, as a measure || moment. : , ; 

e the term of the Academy and its expenses very || of increment, therefore a reduction necessarily + Mr. DAVIS. Ifyou will read the designation 
ce much, and make it more odious than it is now || follows. You are only giving what was asked || of the troops, I can tell Waetone ined as in Texas 
a, among many. But, sir, I have not the slightest || for—an increase. Congress exercised its dis- | or not. I think it likely that the adjutant general 
eS pride of feeling about it one way or the other. It || eretion in deciding how that increase should be || includes in the department of Texas troops sta- 
eS 's a matter 1 have-deliberated upon, and with the || given; but now the Senator appends to that a | tioned north of the Red river. The department of 
judgment of the academic staff in favor of this || proposition to reduce the existing force, and | Texas is adifferent thing from the State of Texas, 
e change, I have thought it my duty to submit it to || that too, when the northern frontier of Texas is | as the Senator from Massachusetts is probably 
ry the Senate, with perfect indifference on my part || the scene of daily raids by roving and murder- || aware. , 
2 whether they vote it in or vote it out. || ous bands, and when the Rio Grande frontier, Mr. HALE. I understand, then, that there are 
“a ee DAVIS. I will make one remark as to | which is the international boundary between the || at least two thousand six hundred men there; and 
wel the last words of the Senator from Maine. Ido | United States and Mexico, isthe scene of such dis- | the Senator from Mississippi says the second cav- 
as ” see how he reaches the conclusion, because | turbance as threatens war between that country | alry should be there, if L understood him. 
wa the board which is how examining the programme || and this. Itisastrange time to propose a reduction. Mr. DAVIS. I do not mean * should be,” in 
a eee is com Set pals ofthe academic staff. | You have thrown upon the President the respons- || the sense of giving any direction as to where they 
a - superintendent of the Military Academy is || ibility of calling out the kind of troops which you | ought to be; but, from such information as I pos- 
ac- ‘he president of the board which now has the sub- || yourselves have thought proper to adopt. Is not | sess, | suppose them to be there. 
a ject under consideration, and that board has not || that enough? Must you, in the face of the decla- | Mr. HALE. That is what I understood, that 
is reported. If I had all the information to be pre- ration of a necessity for these additional troops to || from such information as the Senator possesses, 
/ sented by that board, I might make a decision; I || save the property, to save the lives of the peopl | there is now one mounted regiment in Texas, 
ald might be ready to act upon it. Asat present im- 1 of Texas, propose a reduction so as to diminish | consisting, I suppose, of about a thousand men, 
'., pressed, I should say if the term is to be fixed, I || the power of the Executive to give that protection || and there are sixteen hundred others, besides, 
iod would fix it at five years; but I dislike to make a || both tothe northern and western frontierof Texas || from the’ statement of the Senator from Massa- 
motion to amend, b fixing five years, because] || which devolves on us as one of the highest duties || chusetts, and there are others en route for Texas; 
- — to have the advantage of the report which || under our constitutional existence? It is quite and yet, because I offer this amendment, it is 1n- 
ing a 0 be made by that board. I think any action || clear, sir, that those who seck to give protection || timated that 1 am against affording protection to 
the Upon it at this time premature. If we are to fix || to that country,sooner than adopt the amendment || Texas. I wishthe whole Federal Army was there, 


om t by law, do not do it until we have all the facts. || of the Sonator from New Hampshire, would re- |, every soldier of it; for there they would find some 
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expired long ago; and now we propose to raise 
this new regiment, just exactly as if the emer- 
gency upon which it was authorized now ex- 
isted, 


If Texas requires everything the gentlemen say | 


man perfectly competent to give it, this regiment 


THE 











this country, with all the responsibilities that de- 
volve upon it, to take care of this boundary ques- 
tion, and to take care of this question concerning 
| the Indians; and I would rather trust this force 
under the Government of the whole country, than 
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ur time 
as many as we need; but the difficulty is, — 


| whencyer we have an actual oceasion to use them 
we alWays want to increase. It would seer, ae’ 
cording to the logic of gentlemen, that we Want 
| about twenty thousand men under arms, at 





, ee mT a ee ie oss wee : ew — 
legitimate purpose and object to set themselves || will take no action; but if you decline to do so, || might have in the discretion of the Governor Mr. L: 
about. | they can draw out ten thousand men in a few || Texas, repose in the discretion of the eeneme hink the 
There is something curious about this, Mr. || weeks, and he will take the responsibility of do- | general? revenant ; - Aca 
President. The act which has been referred to || ing it. I believe that, if he does it, he will cross || Now, sir, with all my respect for the Se pe with 
ee was passed on the 7th of April, 1858—nearly two || the river, and carry out an idea which we all know || I am obliged to meet his arguments as theysun’ a upon 
fap years ago. It was passed in view of an existing || he entertains, of extending over Mexico a pro- || my mind; and it does not follow,.becatisp = which wi 
* emergency. It provided— | tectorate, or conquering that conntry. Wemay, | have great respect for a man, that you are on add to th 
% “That the President of the United States be authorizea || therefore, by voting down this proposition, in- || to respect his arguments, particularly when _ ” tnd bei 
d to receive into the service of the United States one regi- || volve the country in a war; and I think it the part || strike you as a little absurd, as they do me in th) West Poit 
ment of Texas mounted volunteers, to be raised and organ- || of prudence, of safety, of peace, of humanity, to | instance. I declare that, on this subject, I do f. s fixed at fot 
met eee <, Texas, for the defense and protection |! raise this regiment, and a ourselves, the con- |, and feel deeply. What is the use of conting a | dislik 
et ee || trol of the affairs of that frontier. | strengthening the military’ arm of this Gov... cenator t 
That which was temporary in its purpose, and || It is said the Governor can call out troops, and || ment? I do not desire a reduction of the A oe perience 
‘to continue, when the act was passed buteighteen || we shall have to pay for them. I donot wantthe || as the honorable Senator from Mississip i say the servi 
months, has been unexecuted by the President, || Governor to call out the troops, or to have the || at this time and on this occasion. I do he P respect fi 

from that day to this. The eighteen months have || command of them. I want the Government of || for { know that we have got more than fo - 


tons of | 
have not 
acter of t 
young m 
am satisf 
sons why 


and IT am not going to gainsay it—I want to || under the government of the people living on the || expense of about twenty million dollars a year - First, t 
know if twenty-six hundred of the Federal troops || frontiers—a people who regard the lives of In- || do nothing; and when there is something to do who is fi 
now there are not sufficient? And if, in the || dians as of little more value than the lives of a || we must have an extra supply and some extraor. the dutie 
opinion of the lieutenant general, a sufficient num- || horde of buffaloes that range over the prairie. || dinary force raised. : him too 
ber of other Federal troops cannot be ordered || Why, sir, we have, in the annual report of the 1 But, sir, I see it is idle to contend against this slated w! 
there, then I am willing to give a regiment of || Secretary of the Interior, a statement of the action || It is going through. All the tracks are one way think In 
‘Texas mounted volunteers. But, sir, Ido not || of a portion of the people of that State in regard || to increase the Army—and there are none back- finer Sole 
believe that the exigencies of the service there re- || to the Indians placed wpon a reservation. First, || ward. It is not to be diminished. It will not be at West 
quire this particular kind of foree. Yet, I will || they demanded the removal of the Indians. After || diminished. All the expenses are increasing There 
not obtrude my own opinion on the Senate. 1 || the Government, under their pressure, decided | Here we are now about to increase the expenses stricted t 
im willing to rely on the opinion of the lieutenan® || that they should be removed, then they said they || of this Government at least $1,000,000 annually. present | 
eeneral, IL suppose nobody will impeach his || should not be removed; and when they were re- || Gentlemen tell us these troops may be disbanded graduate 
judgement or his patriotism or his entire integrity || moved, and the Indian agent returned, he was | some time. So the world may come to an end appoint 
in the opinion that he will give, if heis called upon || murdered. We all know that on these frontiers, |) some time; and I shall thank Divine Providence of the A 
ly this amendment which [ propose, to give one. | North or South, in any part of this country, there || if we ever get our Army diminished before that the Arm 
| simply want to say that if, in the opinion of-a || isa hostile feeling between the frontier settlers and \, event comes round; but it will never be dimin- you are 

| 


the Indians; and { would rather trust the Army, 


ished as ne you have any Federal Treasury 


. would 4 


" is not wanted, we will not, at this time, put our || and the officers of the Army, and the Government | to spend, or Federal credit to borrow money with. in fact, | 
‘i hands into the Federal Treasury, and take out || of the whole country, than trust the people who || Just as long as you have that, the Army will be the four 
$1,000,000 a year, for the purpose of sending this || live on the frontiers, to manage and control these || increased. deprive 
regiment out, when it is not necessary. That is || matters. For these reasons I shall vote for the || Mr. WILSON. The Senator from New Hamp- tional 0; 
} . . i} 
all that I mean by the amendment. [ do not de- | appropriation of seven hundred and odd thousand || shire does not understand my logic. If the Sen- under a 
sire to argue it. I simply content myself with || dollars for the support of this regiment. The ator understood the facts of the case, perhaps he speak ct 
asking for the yeas and nays. President will take the responsibility of calling '| would understand my logic better. Now, sir, re 
Mr. WILSON. I have no doubt, sir, that | it into service, if it is needed. I shall do it be- |! the point is this: ademand is made for troops for pasha 
there is a general feeling in the Senate and in the || cause [ want to preserve the peace of the country, || the defense of that frontier. Ifthis rezimentis tobe years” t¢ 
country, that the expenses of the Army have || and to take every precaution necessary for that ‘| called out, it is not to be called out by the Gov- Ifthe 
been very large; but I find, on examination, that || purpose. : = | ernor of Texas, and is not to be under his con- be raisec 
the Army is stationed in nearly one hundred and || Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have listened Ptrol. If it is organized and called into the field Xo re 
thirty posts scattered over the country, and in by the United States, it will be officered, it is true, enabie y 


very small numbers at each post. There are in 


the department of the West, comprising Minne- 


| to the Senator from Massachusetts, as I a 
| do, with pleasure, but he gives utterance to the 
| strangest logic that I ever heard in my life. The 


by Texas men, but the troops will be under the 
articles of war, and under the control of the com- 


am satis 
not grow 


ote, Nebraska, and Kansas, eight military sta- || Senator says he does not want to trust this mat- manding officer of the Army of the United States, classes. 
tions, with two thousand two hundred and eight || ter to the inhabitants of Texas, the frontiersmen; | precisely as the regular Army is. This regiment next. T 
men. LT suppose that those troops are neeessary || that theydo not regard the lives of Indians more || wil] become part ind parcel of the Army, subject uary fol 
there, and that those familiar with that country || than they do buffaloes; and therefore he is going |} to the perth per that officer. That is the fact their ter 
do not propose to withdraw them. In the de- || to vote for this bill. What does this bill do? 1t || Tf however, the Governor of Texas calls out thing ela 
partment of New Mexico there are fourteen mil- || puts a regiment of these very mounted Texas | troops himself, on his own authority, they will lowing, 
itary posts and two thousand and ninety-six men; || volunteers on to those buffaloes and Indians. 1 || be under his own control, and will be marched will be 
in the department of Utah, two military postsand |; want to send the regular Army there. I want to | where he chooses to march them. That is the term tha 


two thousand nine hundred and nineteen men; in | 


the department of Oregon, fourteen posts and two 


send forces there officered and commanded by 
|, our own men,*subject to Federal authority, and 








distinction. It is because I want these troops to 
be under the articles of war, and to be under the 





uates un 
June; ar 





thousand three hundred and fifty-three men; in || subject to the rules and articles of war. But the || control of the Government of the United States, aes 
the department of California, fourteen posts and || honorable Senator from Massachusetts is afraid || to be absolutely under the direction and control hes ut 
one thousand two hundred and seventy men. || to trust the Texans to manage this matter, and || of the commanding officer of the Texas military = : 
Here, sir, in the Territories of the United States, || wants the Army to do it, and therefore he will department, that I prefer to make this appropr'- 5 ae 
is in seventy-six ee nearly thirteen || not have the Army, but he will vote for a regi- | ation to call out these additional troops, rather poe - 
Tia thousand men, scattered over a vast expanse of | ment of Texas mounted volunteers ‘to be raised || than trust to the,contingencies that may arise if t; a 
ict, ‘Territory, and I suppose that those who have and organized by the State of Texas, and for the | we refuse it and the Governor calls for volunteers 3 om 
fe stationed those troops understand the wants of |) defense of the frontier,”’ and all the officers of | and raises, perhaps, ten thousand men, as he voalied 
eae: those vast sections of our country. | this regiment of Texas volunteers are to be com- | says he can do in thirty days. If he does s0, the 
apes 7 Now, it is said that the troops from these dis- || missioned under the authority of this very State || and brings them into the field under his own cor- Bur ¢ 
By, 5 tant portions of our Territories cannot be placed |) of ‘Texas, that he says he is afraid will ran over || tro}, he may involve us in an expenditure of mil- Bepat. 
G at once upon the banks of the Rio Grande for the || into Mexico and involve us ina war! lions of dollars, and may involve us in a war with if an 
= a defense of the State of Texas. I have reflected Well, sir, I yield to his fears; but how does he as : nati ink it isa oat 
, e* 3 : ; . Mexico. That is the distinction. It world: 
‘ somewhat on this subject, and have made up my || reconcile this argument with sending to the frontier } lain and clear ope; and I think if the Senator witha 
‘ inind to vote for the proposition to raise this regi- || a regiment raised by Texas under the authority | orn New Hampshire will lock at the facts of the ton po 
ment. Ido not like to disagree with those with || of that very Governor of Texas whom he is afraid case, he will understand the reasons I have given ake 
s whom I commonly conéur; but, in my judgment, to trust? e allows him to raise a regiment, offi- || for this vote of mine. At any rate, they are sat- hope iP 
5 we need all the care of the Government of this || cered by Texas, accountable to Texas, and not | isfactory to my own judgment. ven. & 
ae 4 be country to keep out of a controversy with Mex- | accountable to us; he is for sending them there The question beine taken b yeas and nays on other ct 
; ; ico. Ido not say that we are drifting into a war || in this critical state of affairs, while I want to || the motion of Mr. Hate, resulted—yeas 12, nays My recs 
fe p with Mexico; but I believe it will require the watch- || send the Federal Army, officered by Federal offi- || 33; as follows: nator 
- ful care of every department of this Government | gers, and subject to Federal control; and, that we. YEAS—M : Di on Durkee, th 
: = - ; 7 ; / essrs. Bi » Chandler, Dixon, at hay 
: to keep out of a war. The Governor of Texas || may not be mistaken or misled in this matter, I | Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Tram mistake 
iy has sent a communication here which I think || want the judgment of the highest military officer | bull, and Wilkinson—i2. shee tary of 
amounts to just this—no more, and no Jess: that || in this land on the subject—an officer in whose | ane ee. Anthony, Bayard, Brita. eee peas years, } 
oe there have been invasions of the State of Texas || judgment and integrity and skill and discretion I | nat oy, Fitepatrick, Poses, Gwin, Hammond, Hemp the pres 
: ; which will not be submitted to; that if the Fed- || presume everybody has the most unlimited con- | hill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of veal: 
ae eral Government will take the matter in hand,and | fidence. If the Senator is afraid to trust the Gov- || Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Nicholson, Pearce, —, West'P 
y i ise thi ime ; sh d || Riee, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, Wigtall, Wilson, 
+ eond troops there, or raise this regiment of volun- | ernor of Texas, why on earth does he not come Yan, ’ ’ another 
t : 7 tcers, and protect that State against the Mexicans || over and agree with us and send the Federal forces Pre . ment o 
ee and against the Indians, the authorities of Texas ll there, and, if he has not all the confidence he So the amendment was rejected. 
| eo . 
: eB 
| 
2 
= 
7 








1860. _ 


Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I am inclined to 

“k that the course of instruction at the Mili- 
thin Academy ought to be fixed at four years: 

J satis a view of having the sense of the Sen- 
- ‘upon that question, I renew the amendment 
ate ir was offered by the Senator from Maine, to 
wad to the bill, as an additional section: 
: tnd be it further enacted, That the term of study at the 
West point Academy shall be, and the same is hereby, 
fixed at four years. 

{ dislike very much to oppose the views of the 
Senator from Mississippt, who has had great ex- 
rience in relation to the Academy, and also in 





tary 





the service of the country; and I have very great | 


respect for his opinions; but I have spent por- 


tions 0 


have noticed the course of instruction, the char- 


acter of the Academy, and the attainments of the | 


young men constituting the corps of cadets, and I 
am satisfied myself that there are many good rea- 


f several summers at West Point, and I | 


sons why the course should be fixed at four years. || 


First, thatis a sufficient time for any eee, man | 


who is fit for the service to prepare himself for 


a duties of a soldier. It is a sufficient time for 


niated when the Academy was established; and I 


o * 
i 


at West Point under the four years’ term. 


There is another reason why it should be re- 


stricted to four years. It is that the Academy at 
present does not afford a sufficient number of 
craduates for the service. 


of the Academy was to prepare young men for 
the Army. By keeping the course at five years, 
you are not able to educate the same number that 


. would graduate under a four years’ course; and, 
in fact, there were not enough graduated under | 


the four years’ course. Then, why should we 
deprive the country of the service of those addi- 
tional officers who would be properly ane 
under a four years’ term? I believe—I do not 
speak certainly; I leave it to the Senator from 
Mississippi to say—that ordinarily, less than half 
the cadets who enter the school graduate. A five 
years’ term is too long. 

' If the standard of preparation is not right, let it 
be raised. The board of examination can raise 
it, and-require such a course of preparation as will 
enable young men to go through in four years. I 


am satisfied that very much inconvenience can- | 
Now, there are five | 
classes. The first class will graduate in June | 


notgrow outof the change. 


next. The second class can be graduated in Jan- 
uary following, if you please; that would reduce 


their term to four years and a half; and then the | 


third elass could graduate in June of the year fol- 
lowing, making their term four years. There 
will be no more inconvenience in reducing the 
term than there was in raising it. The first grad- 


utes under the five years’ gourse graduated last 


June; and if I recollect aright, about twenty con- || 
stututed the whole number of that class, or per- | 


him to obtain such information as was contem- | 


think I may say that the world has not ptoduced 


We are making citizen | 
appointments every now and then. The object | 


fner Soldiers than many of those who graduated 





haps it may have been twenty-two or twenty- | 


three. That was the extent of the class that 


graduated at the end of the five years’ term. It 
must be apparent, I think, to everybody, that no 
‘neonvenience could grow out of the ehange; and 


that much good would result from it. If we had | 


more graduates, we should have more roe men 


the present system, 


But, in addition to all that, I-am satisfied that | 


ive years is too long a period to keep a young 
man at West Point. Itis the hardest school in the 


World; and to keep him there five years is not | 
Army, and that | 
‘oo after he has been, perhaps, three or four years | 
“college before entering the Military Academy. I | 
hope the Senate will reduce the course to four | 


leeéssary to prepare him for the 


years, and fix it at that, so that there shall be no 
other change by the action of the Department. 
My recollection is not exactly like that of the 
Ptor from Mississippi in relation to the changes 
that have been made at West Point. If I am not 
mistaken, during the last year that he was Secre- 
‘ary of War, he ordered the coiirse up to five 
- My recollection is, that summer before last, 
{*rs, and the order was published and read at 

est Point; and then about the Ist of April last, 


‘other order was issued from the War Depart- | 


ment ordering the term up to five years again; 


jualified for the service than we can have under | 


Present Secretary of War reduced it to four | 


| Academy, I think that is a very poor rule for the | 


| cation, and nothin 


| wou 
| interests of the country would be consulted by 
| allowing each Senator the right to appoint a cadet. 


| the course up to five 





and I think I am not mistaken about the matter. 


| But at any rate, Mr. President, I want the sense 


of the Senate in relation to fixing the course at 
pte ey in hea | ear tates y mega ary 1A 
d be promoted by it; and in my opinion the 


Now the appointment of cadets is confined to one 
from each Wipréscntative district; and less than 
one half of them graduate; and when you bring 
ears the country derives 
very little benefit from the Academy. IfSenators 
believe with me that the number of graduates 
ought to be greater, and that it would be wise to 


provide that each Senator should have the ap- | 


pointment of one cadet, and that the interests of 
the country would be promoted by extending the 
privilege to them, [ trust that some one will pro- 


tion. I hope the Senate will now fix the course 
by law, so thd there shall be no changing it back 
and forthas heretofore. Four yearsislongenough. 
Fix it at that, and young men will gradvaie as 
well, and be as well qualified for the service at 
the end of four years as they will be at the end of 
the present Jong term. 

Mr. DAVIS. The course of a great institu- 


tion cannot be veered about like a weathercock. | 
The Secretary of War certainly never committed | 


ator must have heard, was an order to prepare a 
programme for a four years’ course, which pro- 
gramme, I have learned, was prepared, but was 
never approved, and consequently the change was 
never, in fact, made. It could not have been made 
without further action by the War Department. 
It is a serious matter; it takes years to bring it 
about; and when Congress goes into the Academy 
to arrange the studies, it is as great a misfit as a 
bull ina china shop. The academic staff had been 
for twenty years seeking an increase of the time, 
and when finally it was decided upon, it was neces- 
sary to wait until by accident a very large class 
was appointed, which was susceptible of division 
into two, and the opportunity was thus offered of 
increasing the classes from four to five. The Sen- 
ator thinks it is as easy to reduce as to raise. It 
is a difficult thing to do either; the reduction the 
more so of the two, because when he attempts to 
reduce, he throws the whole line of studies into 


confusion. It is a thing which must be done pro- | 


gressively; it will take several years to work back 
from one programme of studies to another; and 
this easy mode of fixing a date by which studies 
are to be completed, without any reference to the 
books to be mastered, and the capacity of the stu- 


| dents to learn, is more facile in legislation than in | 


| such a blunder as to send an order forthwith to | 


| reduce the course to four years. What the Sen- | 


|| to me. 


academic execution. I may reach the conclusion | 
that a four years’ term is long enough: I want the | 


advantage of the thorough investigation which 
will be before us when the report of the board 


been presented to the Secretary of War, and re- 
ferred to us. 
As to the capacity shown by graduates of the 


purpose for which it is now cited. It does not 


always follow, that all the knowledge a man pos- | 
sesses was acquired at any one of the schools at | 


which he may have been; and it is a fact, which 
is very well known to the Senator, that when he 
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the small military establishment which we main- 
tain; and it is by those who overlook this striking 
| fact—by those who insist that Congress in their 
| generosity shall establish schools of application— 
| that this argument has been made, so far as it has 
been made, by those who comprehend the whole 
bearing of the subject. Those who made an effort, 
for along term of years, to increase the course, were 
| the academic board. It is true of a majority, as I 
| am informed, that they have now changed their 
| opinion—that they find the course too tedious; 
| but is there no other remedy than to reduce it to 
| four years? Is human capacity exhausted by 
declaring a particular number of years, or do we 
employ superintendents, professors, command- 
| ants, and instructors who cannot take the trouble 
to govern men by some of those moral forces 
| which are applied in every institution that sus- 
tains itself? Why shall there not be two classes 
of cadets?) Why may not one year’s practical 
instruction be of those who have so near reached 
the commission as to be governed by different 
| rules of discipline, and the tedium be relieved by 
relaxing the discipline applied to them? There 
are other resorts still within the reach of men who 
choose to study the question; aad I am not dis-° 
posed to lower the standard of instruction for our 
officers of the Army beneath the highest measure 
of attainment which may be reached by a course 
of application in the Academy; in order that we 
| may make it easy for administration, and reduc® 
the duties of those who are charged with it, for 
that is the beginning and the end of the question 
As to the number of graduates being too smal 
for the wants of the Army, that is no grievance 
I prefer to introduce new elements into 
| the service. I prefer that all the officers of the 
Army should not come from one school. I prefer 
thatsome should be drawn from civil life. 1 prefer 
| that some should be drawn from the ranks; and 
| Congress, I think, acted not only generously, but 
| wisely, inthe recent provisions they have made 
for conferring brevets on non-commissioned offi- 
cers; as it were, macadamizing the road which 
leads from the enlisted to the commissioned sol- 
dier. These are sources of supply which I do not 
wish to close. I am not eager to increase the 
number of graduates. I am not anxious to find 
every one whoenters the Academy passing through 
/asagraduate. I wish to sift them through the 
| narrowest mesh which can be applied to human 
intellect, and human tenacity, and uman perse- 
| verance. I wish to take the cream of those classes 
which are sent there. I grant you that not half 
of those who enter graduate—no, sir, nota third; 
sometimes very little over a fourth; and it is be- 
cause they have passed through this severe cruci- 
ble that we have got the pure metal which the 
Senator commends. 
I think, Mr. President, that the Senator from 
_Maine acted judiciously in withdrawing his 


|| amendment, on the exhibition of the fact that 


| which is now sitting upon the programme of || 
studies and the course of discipline, shall have | 


finds an officer in the Army able to perform that | 
duty, which so frequently devolves on the officer, | 
of sketching in the field, it is not because he was | 


taught it at West Point. 


provided for sketching in the field. It has never 


The course has never | 


provided for the study of the manufacture of arms | 


in armories, and arsenals, and founderies. It has 


never provided for studying mineralogy, ana geol- | 


ogy, and botany, in the field. 


porary intrenchments; never provided for any of 


It has never pro- | 
| vided for the practicing the construction of tem- 


those portions of practical military instruction | 


which must be learned in a school of application if 
they are learned at all. 


Our Army is tog small for schools of appli- | 


is more idle than to borrow 
our theories from Governments maintaining great 
armies with schools of elementary instruction, and 


schools of application to which graduates are sent. | 
We must have the school of elementary instruc- | 
tion and the school of application combined in 


the programme of studies was now a subject 
under consideration; but as it is renewed, I will 
take occasion to say that, so far as I know, it is 
the concurrent testimony of all the members of the 
academic board that, by the introduction of Eng- 
lish studies into the first year of the course, they 
have prepared the cadets better tocomprehend the 
higher branches of mathematics and natural phi- 
losophy, and thus they have gone ou more advan- 
| tageously in their a studies than under 

the old course, to which we must return, if we 
readopt the four years’ term. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I am the last man 
in the world who would shut the door upon merit. 
I am glad that Congress has made the way for the 
private to reach command; and I shall always be 
glad to see the soldier win his way from the ranks 
to the higher positions of the service. From such 
material the armies of the world have obtained 
their most illustrious commanders. 

Now, Mr. President, I cannot for my life see 
any inconvenience that could possibly occur in the 
change, when the course was changed. The class 
that would have graduated June a year ago, un- 
der the four years’ course, was divided. Those 
who had progressed well, graduated at that time; 
but the younger half of the class were kept over 
to the end of five years. I am sure the same rule 
will work in bringing it back to four years. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will tell the Senator exactly the 
machinery employed. A very lurge class hap- 
' pened to be admitted in a particular year. All 
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over acertain age were passed into the four years’ 
or, if a sufficient number could 
not be found over that age, then those having the 
greatest proficiency were added to them; and the 
remainder constituted the other class which took 
the five years’ course. That was the way it was 
effected. jut for the accident of a very large 
class, it would have been difficult to do it without 
disturbing the annual supply. 

Mr. LANE. Well, Mr. President, we are now 
legislating two months before the present first 
class will graduate. Then we place it in the 
power of the academic board to graduate the sec- 
ond class in January next, at the end of four 
years and a half from the time of their admission, 
and the next class can graduate regularly in June 
of next year, at the end of four years from their 
admission. 
the Academy, or to the cadets can, I think, grow 
out of fixing the term at four years, and it ought 
so to be fixed. I insist that the country ought 
to have the benefit of this institution for the edu- 
cation of that number of young men who can be 
educated under the four years’ term. ior forty 
or fifty years, I do not know exactly how long, 


course of studies: 


* the Academy stood at that term, and four years 


No inconvenience to the service, or | 


was the course of instruction; but recently it has | 


been thought worth while to bring it up to five 
years. I think it works a hardship. 
" Mr. DAVIS. It is not a néw thing. 

Mr. LANE. I will say to the Senator, that if 
it is not a new thing, the first I heard of it was 
in his administration of the War Department. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will say to the Senator that 
about twenty years before | entered the War Of- 
fice, it was recommended by the academic board, 
and it continued to be pressed; but, by some mis- 
apprehension of the relation of the waibiect, it was 
thought necessary that there should be legislation 
before the course could be changed. When, how- 
ever, the question was presented to me, I exam- 
ined it, and found that legislation was not neces- 
sary. [then but carried out what had been for 
twenty years pressed by the academic board, by 


the chief of engineers, and the inspector of the 
! 


Academy. 
Mr. LANE. Well, sir, with all due respect to 
the academic board, and to the action of the Sen- 


ator whilst Secretary of War—and I am sure no | 


gentleman living is better qualified to judge of that 
matter than he—I entertain a different opinion as 


to the term that ought to be established at West | 


Point. 


fact, we should find that every professor at West | 


Point believes four years long enough; and if they 


could speak to-day, they would every one say, | 


bring it down—— 
Mr. DAVIS. I beg your pardon. 
Mr. LANE. 


I will only say I am so inclined 


to think, and [ know such to be the case with | 


many of them. 
Mr. DAVIS. The majority, probably. 
Mr. LANE. I will not discuss it; l ask a vote. 


I want the yeas and nays, and J think that Sena- | 


tors will say that fodr years is long enough. [ 
hope the amendment will be adopted. That is all! 
I have to say. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 15, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, 


Clingman, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Hemphill, Iverson, | 
Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Lane, Latham, Mallory, and Wil- | 


kinson—l5. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 


Bingham, Chesnut, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Huater, Johnson of Arkansas, Mason, Nicholson, 
Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell,Ten Eyck, Toombs, 'Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wigfall, and Wilson—3}i. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brieut 
in the chair.) The question is on ordering the 
amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have a 
separate vote on the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas; and on that I ask for the yeas and 
nays 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
agreed to in the Senate, and the yeas and nays 
cannot now be taken upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lask if we may not, after the 
amendment has been adopted, have a separate 
vote upon that, it being a distinct proposition, 
which mav stand or fall by itself? Cannot Task, 


|| Vice President on my own proposition to 
| whether a motion of the Senator from Delaware 


i think, to-day, if we could arrive at the || 


| day, and I think it has precedence. 


| cause I know he is so amiable that he will not 
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on the question of ordering the amendments to be || 
engrossed, to have a separate vote, first on so || 
much as relates to the Academy,and second on so | 
much as relates to the Texas regiment? 

Mr. HUNTER. We cannot divide the bill; 
but if the Senators want a vote on that, I propose | 
that, by general consent, we reconsider theamend- | 
ment of the Senator from Texas, and have a vote | 
on it by yeas and nays. 1} 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is all we want. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- | 
ments have all been agreed to; but by unanimous | 
consent, or by a motion to reconsider,a vote may | 
be taken on so much as refers to the Texas regi- | 
ment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will move to reconsider, 
for the sake of having the yeas and nays on that 
question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 
reconsider the vote adopting thegumendment re- 
lating to the ‘Texas regiment. ° 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, 

Mr. FESSENDEN: Now IL ask for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 37, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, | 
Brown, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin. Hammond, IHemp- 
hill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, Mallory, Mason. Nichol- 
son, Pearce, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Slideil, Thomson, 
Toombs, Wigfall, Wilson, and Yulee—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, Dixon, | 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, King, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, || 
Wade, and Wilkinson—19. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no further 
amendment be offered, the question is, ‘* Shall the 
amendments be engrossed and the bill read a third | 
time ?”’ 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed | 
and the bill to be read the third time. It was read 
the third time. 

~Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays on | 
the passage of the bill. I wantto vote against the || 
Academy. I do not care a cent about the regi- || 
ment now, after what you have done. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the pas- | 
sage of the bill; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 
41, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, 
Brown, Cameron, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, | 
Crittenden, Davis, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, | 
Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, | 
Iverson, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nich- | 
olson, Pearee, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, || 
Toombs, Wigfall, Wilson, and Yulee—4l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 


Hale, Hamlin, flarlan, King, Sumner, Ten Eyck, and 
Wade—1ll. 


So the bill was passed. Its title was amended 
byadding the ounks ‘*and for other purposes,’’ so 
as to read: **An act making appropriations for | 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending 30th June, 1861, and for other purposes.”’ 


BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Inow move to postpone the | 
prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
regulating the banks in the District of Columbia. 
I think the bill is No. 50. 1] 

Mr. POWELL. The joint resolution author- 
izing the deepening of the Portland and Louisville 
canal was the special order for two o’clock to- 
If it can be | 
left as the order for to-morrow, I shall have no | 
objection to the Senator’s motion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think it has been a well- 
established rule by yourself, sir, while in the chair, | 

Mr. Brienr,] frequently, and since by the Vice | 

resident, that where there are several special | 
orders on the Calendar, the first on the Calendar 
has the right of precedence even over a bill that 
may have been made the special order for a par- 
ticular da 

Mr. IVERSON. I rise toa question of order. 
I make it upon the Senator from Louisiana, be- 


eae — 





feel aggrieved if I make it upon him. It is, that 
upon a motion to take up a bill, debate is not in 
order. That was decided this morning by the 

now 


| 


to take up a bill ont of its order was dehatable, 


--_—$———$$ —— 2 _—_ ——_ 


_notapply. It would not be in orde 


_ this bill or that should be preferred 


| right of a Senator to explain why one bill 


| the fate of the special order of to-day if it be p 


| 
| 
| 
and a particular hour. 
| 


and the Vice President held that, accordins ; > 
formal decision of the Senate at the jas: _ to: 
that question was not debatable. CSSlon 

Mr. SLIDELL. With all defere, 


x . . a : Ice to the Sor 
ator from Georgia, I think his poin r 


tof ord r does 
\ } r for me to 
cuss the propriety of taking up this bil! 
simply reminding the Chair of what I cons 
be the established rule of the Senate B 
there are special orders on the Calen 
in point of time takes precedence ove 
That has been repeatedly decided. 
Mr. BIGLER. The decision to whic 
ator from Georgia alludes, does not go 
tent he claims. The decision is that jt 
order to discuss the merits of a bill on a 
take it up, but it is in order to give re 


dis. 
L am 
der to 
» that wher 
dar, the firs: 
r the others 


h the Sen. 
to the ex. 
is hot } 
Motion t 
asons why 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 


5 resent 
occupant of the chair has no doubt that r 


it is the 
should 
be preferred to another. The Senator from nn 

. . ° - 
isiana has moved to postpone all prior orders {o, 


| the purpose of taking up Senate bill No, 59. 


Mr. POWELL. May I inquire what wij j, 


tgort c rdet passed 
over in this way? Will it come up to-mogrow as 


| a special order? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will take ii 

pa with other special orders. There are others 

t will be in the power of the Senate to take ji, 
at any time. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senate will pro. 
ceed to consider the joint resolution, which js tly 
special order of the day. It will take but a fey 
minutes to dispose of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Louisiang 
to postpone all ren orders for the purpose of 
taking up the bill referred to by him. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF FEMALE IMMIGRANTS. 
Mr. BAYARD. | ask the Senate to take up Sen- 


ate bili No. 3, which I am satisfied will not take 
ten minutes’time. I think, when the bill is read, 
with the petition on which it is founded coming 
from the Commissioners of Emigration of New 
York, it will be passed without hesitation. | do 
not think it can lead to debate. If it does, I do not 
desire to detain the Senate now. I hope the bill 
will be taken up. It is a bill requisite for the pro- 
tection of a very unprotected class of persons. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Several Senarors. Oh, no; let us pass the bill. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion, 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 20, noes 24. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. IVERSON. That question, the Chair has 
decided, is debatable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate on the 
priority of business, in the opinion of the present 
occupant of the chair, is in order. ; 

Mr. IVERSON. Is the question of taking up 


| the bill debatable ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope the motion will not 
prevail. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope it will. 

Mr. IVERSON. I am going to debate it. | 
have the floor, 1 think. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 have said to Senators, that 
if they please to debate it, I shall nof-press 1t DoW: 
but I think when they heer the bill read, they wi! 
hardly object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ready for the question? 

Mr. IVERSON, I have not yielded the floor. 
I do not object on account of this particular bill, 
because I know nothing about it, and I may vole 
for it or I may not; but I object to taking it up an 
on general principles. I think the Senate would 
do much better to adhere to the Calendar, as th: 
Senator from California [Mr. Gwin] has hereto- 
fore suggested and urged. We shall lose mor 
time debating these questions of priority than W° 
shall occupy in disposing of half a dozen bills, 
we take up the Calendar in its order. aight 
have every day, in the morning hour and at ot 
times, motions 40 postpone the prior orders m 
trke up bills, and these discussions wil a." 


Is the Senate 
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me up, uni , ; | 
pero ie taking up the Calendar and going on || 


ith it. I object to this motion on that account. | 
"Mr BAYARD. I will simply menton that | 
1:¢ js Senate bill No. 3, and it stands second in 
the order of business on the Calendar. It was re- 
vorted at the last Congress, nearly two years ago. 
he evils of the state of things, which it is in- 
tended to reach, ought to be remedied by law; be- 
-ause in your passenger ships a large class of un- 
rotected females are exposed to outrages and 
Putality, which your laws, after trial, do not pro- 
ect them from. If gentlemen desire this state of 
things to continue, they will refuse to pass the 
pill; but here is a bill which has been long before 
the Senate of the United States without having | 
heen considered, though it comes backed by the 
ronzest statements of fact, showing the neces- 


stro 


mended unanimously two years ago by the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, and it is reported again 
this session. sagt é ‘ 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will simply state, in reference 
to that bill, that itis one of very considerable con- 
sequence. It involves your powers under the Con- || 
stitution to punish offenses less than felony which 
are committed on the high seas, It is a question 
of extreme aaeaR and a bill of that sort, I 
think, ought not to be hastily passed. It certainly 
involves a very great principle, and one that I be- 
lieve even the committee had york great doubts 
about, although the evil is great. It 1s a question 
of very great doubt and difficulty, and has been | 
for many years, how offenses less than felonies 
committed on the high seas should be punished. 

Mr. BAYARD. On board America@ vessels? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. I was not aware that our ju- 
risdiction to punish offenses committed on board 
American vessels was the subject of any doubt | 
whatever. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I never saw it in the Consti- 
tution. 

The motion of Mr. Bayarp was agreeed to; 
there being, on a division—ayes 25, noes 13; and 
the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- | 
ceeded to consider the bill (No. 3) to amend an | 
actentitled ‘*An act to regulate the carriage of 
passengers in steamships or other vessels,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1855. It provides that every 
master or other officer, seaman or other person, 
employed on board of any ship or veseel of the 
United States, who shall, during the voyage of | 
such ship or vessel, under promise of marriage, 
or by threats, or by the exercise of his authority, 
or by solicitation, or the making of gifts or pres- 
ents, seduce and have illicit connection with any 
female passenger, shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and, upon coriviction, shall be punished 
by imprisoment for a term not exceeding twelve 
months, or by a fine not exceeding $1,000, with a 
proviso that no conviction shall be had under-the | 
provisions of this act on_ the testimony of the || 
female seduced, uncorroborated by other evidence, 
nor unless the indictment shall be found within one 
year afier the commission of the offense, and that 
the subsequent intermarriage of the parties seduc- 
ing and seduced may be pleaded in fae of a con- 
viction. The fine may, in the discretion of the 
court, be ordered to be paid for the use or benefit 
of the female seduced, or her child or children, if 








any. 

lt also provides that neither the officers, sea- 
men, nor other personsemployed on board of any 
ship or vessel bringing emigrant passengers to the 
nited States, shall visit or frequent any part of 
such ship or vessel assigned to emigrant passen- 
gers, except by the direction or permission of the 
master or commander first made or given; and 
that every officer, seaman, or other person, em- || 
ployed on board of a ship or venait who shall || 
Violate this provision, shall be deemed guilty of a I] 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall forfeit to || 


the ship or vessel his wages for the voyage during || 


Which the offense has been committed. 
‘er Or commander who shall direct or permit any | 
ofiicer or seaman, or other person employed on | 
ard of the ship or vessel, to visit or frequent 
any part of it assigned to emigrant passengers, | 
except for the purpose of doing or performing 
some nece act or duty as an officer, seaman, 
°F person employed on board the ship or vessel, 
is to be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on | 
*onviction thereof, to be punished by a fine of | 


so direct or permit this provision to be violated. 
It is to be the duty of the master or commander 
of every ship or vessel bringing emigrant passen- 


|| gers to the United States to post a written or 
printed notice, containing the preceding provision, | 


in a conspicuous place on the forecastle, and in 
the several parts of the ship or vessel assigned to 
emigrant passengers, and to keep the same so 


| posted during the voyage; and upon neglect so to | 
do, he is to be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, | 
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and, on conviction, to be punished by a fine not || 


|| exceeding $500. 


Mr. HALE. I should like to inquire of the 


gentleman who reported the bill, if there is not 


some legislation necessary as to what court shall | 
| have jurisdiction of these offenses? I see there is | 
no provision for any court or any district to have || 


sity of the proposed legislation. It was recom- || seein of these offenses committed on the 


1igh seas. 

Mr. BAYARD. These acts made misdemean- 
ors, and the jurisdiction would be settled by gen- 
eral laws. he jurisdiction of the court exists 


| under the general provisions of the law. There 
1s no necessity for any special provision as to the | 
| jurisdiction. lask that the memorial of the Com- 


missioners of Emigration of New York may be 
read, on which the bill was wriginally founded, 
showing the state of the facts. 


Mr. HALE. In cases of piracy the jurisdic- 
tion is vested in the first port at which the vessel 


arrives. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. This will come under the } 


same general law. 
Mr. HALE. I think there is no general law 
on the subject. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


|| from Delaware asks for the reading of a paper, 


which will be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


| To the honorable the Senate and 


House of Representatives of the United States: 


Your petitioners, the Commissioners of Emigration of the 


State of New York, respectfully represent : 


That, by the laws of the State of New York, the care and 


protection of emigrants arriving at the port of New York 
are committed to your petitioners. 


That, during the last two or three years, the frequent com- 


plaints made to your petitioners by female emigrants ar- 


riving at the above port, of ill treatment and abuse from the 
| captains and other officers of some of the vessels engaged 
in the passenger business, caused your petitioners to inves- 
tigate the subject; and, from such investigation, your peti- 
| tioners regret to be obliged to say, that since the diminution 
in the number of cabin passengers in sailing-ships, produced 
by the rapid steam communication between this and the 
eastern islands and continent, propriety and decent observ- 
ances, on the part of the officers of mauy ships, have very 


frequently been departed from. 


That after reaching the high seas from European ports, 
the captain trequently selects some unprotected female 
from among his passengers, induces her to visit his cabin, 
and when there, abusing his authority as commander, partly 
by threats and partly by promises of marriage, accomplishes 
| her ruin, and retains her in his quarters for the rest of the 

voyage, for the indulgence of his vicious passions and the 


purposes of prostitution. 


That the other officers of the ship, ha¥ing nv apprehen- 
| sion for the commission of a common breach of duty with 
| him, often imitate the example of their superior ; and when 
| the poor, friendless women, thus seduced, arrive at this 
| port, they are thrust from the ship upon shore, and aban- 
doned to their fate, without any remedy for the past wrong 


which has been done upon them. 


That such occurrences, as above described, have become 
so frequent, that your petitioners feel it their duty to ask 
for legislative interposition to put an end to these flagrant 
6ffenses on the part of officers of vessels ; and for that pur- 
pose—the acts being done on the high seas, out of the juris- | 
diction of the States—appeal to your honorable bodies, and | 
respectfully ask for such an amendment to the passenger 
| Jaws as may prevent, by severe punishment for the act, 


the recurrence of this increasing evil and wrong. 
And your petitioners will ever pray. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. POWELL. I move to take up the reso- 
lution which was the special order for to-day, 
being the joint resolution in relation to the Louis- 
ny mas- || ville and Portland canal. 

| Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. POWELL. Will the Senator allow me a 
| word? Will this be left as the unfinished busi- 


ness? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will require 


a vote of the Senate to take it up. 
Mr. HALE. 1 withdraw the motion. 


Ths motion of Mr. Powe. was agreed to; and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
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unless the Senate adhere to the regular || fifty dollars for each occasion on which he shall || ceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. No. 
| 6) authorizing the enlargement and construction 


of a branch to the Louisville and Portland canal. 
Mr. HALE. Now I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 14, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 


he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Barr a mem- 
ber of the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, in place of Mr. Rice, excused. 

The SPEAKER also appointed Mr. Hiypman 
a member of the special committee on the Pacific 
railroad, under the order of the House made on 


|| Monday last. 


FALSE TRADE-MARKS, ETC. 


Mr. MOORHEAD, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced 
a bill to prevent and emp fraud in the use of 
false stamps, brands, labels, or trade-marks; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


UNITED STATES JUDGE FOR KANSAS. 


Mr. PARROTT, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the preamble and joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Kansas Territory, asking for the 
appointment of an additional judge for said Ter- 
ritory; which were laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. , 


THE MENOMONEE INDIANS. 


Mr. BRANCH. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a small resolution, calling 
for information in regard to the case which the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasusurn,] a 
few days ago, proposed to have investigated. If 
the resolution shall be passed, when the reply 
comes in I hope the gentleman from Wisconsin 
will be permitted to indicate the standing com- 
mittee of the House to which it shall be sent for 
examination; and he will find, if there is any prob- 
able ground to suppose that frauds have been 
committed, that there will be no objection on this 
side of the House to a full investigation. The 
resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House copies of all the correspond- 
ence relative to certain charges made against A. D. Bone- 
steel, Indian agent, with his actior thereon. 

There being no objection to the resolution, it 
was considered and agreed to. 


IIALF-PAY PENSIONS. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, and in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced a joint 
resolution explanatory of the act entitled ‘* An 
act to continue half pay to certain widows and 
orphans,’’ passed February 3, 1853; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


NEBRASKA RAILROAD BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I had the honor, the 
other day, of introducing a bill in reference to the 
grant of public lands to the Territory of Nebraska, 
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of 
railroads. That bill will come up on its final pas- 
sage to-morrow. The Committee on Public Lands 
have agreed to report an amendment to the bill, 
and have directed me to present it to-day, for the 


purpose of having it printed in the proceedings of 


the House, it being their intention to offer it when 
the bill comes up for action. 
The following is the amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill as follows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, ‘I'hat there be, and are 
hereby, granted to the Territory and future State of Kansas 
alternate sections of the public lands, to the same extent, 
and in the same manner, and upon the same conditions 
and limitations, in every respect, as are by the preceding 
sections of this act granted to the Territory of Nebraska, to 
aid in the construction of the following railroads, to wit: 
a railroad from Leavenworth.to Lawrence, on the Kansas 
| river, thence up and along the valley of said river to Fort 
Riley, and thence to the western boundary of said Terri 
tory; arailroad from some eligible point at or pear the 
mouth of the Kansas river, so as to connect with the Mis- 
souri-Pacific railroad, to Lawrence. and thence to the 
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south boundary of Kansas, in the direction of Fort Gibson | 


and Gaiveston Bay; a railroad from the western bound- 
ary of the State of Missouri, south of the fourth standard 
parallel line, so as to connect with the Osage Valley and 
Southern Kansas railroad, thence westerly, in the direction 
of Burlington and Emporia, to Fort Riley. 

Sec.—. “And be it further enacted, That there be, and are 
hereby, granted to the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska 
alternate sections of the public lands, to the same extent 
and inthe same manner, apd upon the same limitations 
und restrictions in every respect, as are by the preceding 


sections of this act granted to the Territory of Nebraska, to | 


aid in the construction of a railroad from Elmwood, in 
Kansas, or some other eligible point, to be determined by 
the Legisiature, so as to connect with the Hannibal and 
St. Joseph ratiroad, to Fort Kearny, in the Nebraska Ter- 
ritory. 

Sno.—. And be it further enacted, That none of the 
lands herein granted shall be disposed of by said Territo- 
ries, upon the line of any of the roads herein mentioned, 
until after the construction and equipment of twenty con- 
secutive miles of said road. 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GROW. I now call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I hope the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will not insist upon that call. 
Let us introduce our bills and have them referred. 

Mr.GROW. I must insist on the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness being called for, reports are in order from | 


the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CASE, My colleague, |Mr. Kireore,}| 
I know, has a report from that committee, which 
he is desirous to report. He is notin his seat at 
present. 1 hope he will be allowed to make his 
report when he comes in. 


APPRAL IN CERTAIN CRIMINAL CASES. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, reported back a bill to provide for an | 


appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States 
in certain criminal cases, with an amendment. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Laskthatthe bill and amend- 
ment be proted. 

Mr. SPEAKER. What disposition does the 
gentleman propose for the bill? The bill is on its 
passage, unless the gentleman proposes some other 
disposition of it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I did not suppose it was 
necessary t@ make any reference. ff so, I move 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The bill was accordingly referred, and ordered 
to be printed, 

THE NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back House bill No. 104, to amend the 
naturalization laws of the United States; which 
was laid on the table. 


CHARLESTON COURT-HOUSE. 
Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back the presentment of the grand jury 
of the city of Charleston, South Carolina, urging 


ihe necessity of a new court-house in that city; || 


which was laid on the table. 


PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back the petition of Samuel M. Colcolie 
and others, asking the incorporation of the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association; which was laid 
on the table. 

JOHN 8. CHAUNCEY AND OTHERS. 

Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John 8. 
Chauncey, George Miner, and others, securities 
for Dangerfield; which, with the petition, was laid 
on the table. 

CENSUS LAWS. 

Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back the following resolution, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass: 


Resolved, Twat the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of an amendment 
of the law providing for the taking of the seventh and sub- 
sequent censuses ot the United States. 


The resolution was laid on the table. 
M FARLAND & DOWNING. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the petition of McFarland 


& Downing; which was laid on the table, and the | 
report ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
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aper circulation of uniform value throughout the | 
Ciited States, and for other purposes, with the || 
recommendation that it be referred to the Com- \| 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 
| 


| 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to move 
that that bill bé referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and to ask that the bill be printed. It is 
a matter that has reference to the ecommerce of 
the country. I suppose there will be no objec- 
tion to that reference. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I have no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 think that bill ought not 
to go to the Committee on Commerce. It isa 
bill, if L understand it from its caption, having 
reference only to the currency for the District of || 
Columbia. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Oh, no; the bill 
| provides for the deposit of gold and silver bullion, 
| and the issuance of certificates of deposit, which 


| 
may be used as currency throughout the United | 
States. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then, I take it for granted 
the bill ought to go to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
| 





Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would suggest to 
the House that this subject should be appropri- 
ately referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
that committee now having before them the ques- 


| tion of a branch mint for the city of New York. 


The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, if no objection be | 
|| made. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I object. It isclearly the 
|, business of the Committee of Ways and Meansto 
|| take charge of all such subjects as this. It has 

nothing to do with the duties of the Committee on 
Commerce. 
Mr. BRANCH. I desire toknow what reason 
the gentleman from Illinois can give for moving 
that this bill be printed. It is certainly an un- 
usual course for the House to order bills referred 
to standing committees of the House to be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of’ Illinois. For the reason 
that we are continually receiving requests for 
copies of the bill by persons outside the House, 
and for the further reason that we desire that it 
shail be printed for the information of the House. . 

Mr. BRANCH. Well, sir, | think the system 
which is in use, of printing all the bills reported 
from committees, entails expense enough upon 
the House, without printing the bills referred to 
committees. , 

Mr.FLORENCE. Iask that rule 83be read, 
which defines the duties of the Committee on | 
Commerce. 

The rule was read, as follows: 


**It shall be the duty of the Committee on Commerce to 
take into consideration all such petitions and matters or 
things touching the commerce of the United States as shall 
be presented or shall or may come into question, and be re- 
ferred to them by the House; and to report from time to 
time their opinion thereon.”’ 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Will my friend |; 
| from Pennsylyania declare that this matter of cur- 
|| rency has nothing to do with commerce? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will say to the gentle- 
man from New York that, in my opinion, no 
such subject can be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce under the rule of the House. I do 
| not say that it has nothing to do with commerce, 
| for in its transit from one point-of the country to 
| another it may be cornected with commerce; but 
_ Lsubmit that the matter of a currency has nothin 
|; to do with the duties of that committee, as lai 
_ down in the rule which has been read. And fur- 
|| ther than that, it has been, I believe, the uniform 
|| practice of the House to refer all matters con- | 
|| nected with the currency of the country, or with 
|| bank issues, to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. That has been the uniform practice, if 
j 








| 
ang sane serves me gprrectly. 

r. HOUSTON. So far as I am concerned, 

I do not care where the bill goes; but I will say 

that, so far as that subject has heretofore been 

considered by the House, it has been referred al- 

ways to the Committee of Ways and Means. As 

I understand this bill—and I Us not read it at 

all out of committee—I understand thatit proposes 

to regulate the deposit of bullion, the transmis- 

'| sion of itfrom one pointof the country to another, 

and the issuance, perhaps, of drafts of some sort or 

character, to be transmitted from one portion of 





uniform custom, and I think the proper course is 


| 
| 
PAPER CURRENCY. the country to another. I think it has been the 


reported back a bill to establish and regulate a | 


to refer it to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| its members ist 


Dace March |4 
The SPEAKER. The question now — 
the motion to refer to the Committee oy, Con. 
merce. nD 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr.s 

; ee peaker, | y, 

not concur in the objection of the gentleman f . 
North Carolina to the printing of these bills Th 
Senate is in the habit of printing all of thejy} te 
even bills introduced by a member on hes 
I think one reason why so much of the legig) ~ 
of this House peocet without the knowledon 
at its bills are not printed. ‘Ty : 

are reported back here, sir, and are frequently 7 
upon their passage. A motion to reconsider the 
vote by which they were referred to the Commins. 
of the Whole on the state of the Union js made. 
and then that motion is called up, the proyiny, 
question is demanded and sustained, and the |; 
ssed under the operation thereof; the member 
nowing nothing of it, except that which they 
may gather while the yeas and nays are 
called. J think that it would be a whol 
innovation to adopt here the practice which 
revails in the Senate, and in most of our Stay 
egislatures, that all bills brought into this Fleas 
be printed. re 

Mr. FLORENCE. What we have here jg op, 
of the results of a violation of the rules of this 
House. I think that if, every morning, we pro- 
ceeded in order, and according to the rules, insteay 
of acting in the confusion and disorder which gop. 
erally prevail here, it would facilitate our business 
very much. We would then avoid a good deal of 
the difficulty which now obstructs the course of 
legislation in this body. I have no objection to ths 
printing of this bill. I think, as a general rylo, 
that we ghould afford every means possible for 
the communication of information to the members 
of the House, in order that they may act intelli. 
gently. Itis not the order to print that I object 
to; but I do object, sir, to the reference of this 
bill to the Committee on Commerce, which, under 
the rules, has nothing whatever to do with the 
matter in hand. 

Mr. Speaker, the proposition made the other 
day by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Jouy 
Cocurang,] that a bill in relation to the establish- 
ment of an assay office, or a coinage department 
of the Mint of the United States, should go to 
the Committee on Commerce, was made, I think, 
in defiance of the rules of this House. I think 
that that bill ought to be brought back from that 
committee. I think that it ought to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and referred toa 
more appropriate committee. I am of the opinion 
that it ought to go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who, under the rules, have the custody 
and consideration of all subjects relating to the 
currency and revenues of the country. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Will the gentleman 
yield to me for one moment? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. { take it, sir, that 
when the voice of this House refers a matter to 
a committee, it is paramount to its rules, and is 
itself a rule for that case. We of the Committee 
on Commerce have found that that subject was, 
with eminent propriety, referred tous. We have 
found that itis intimately connected with the com- 
merce of the whole country—with the commer- 
cial interests as well of Philadelphia as of those 
of New York. I trust, too, that we shall be able 
to make to this House such a report as will be 
extremely satisfactory to my friend from Penn- 
sylvania. ' 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have great confidence in 
the gentleman’s ability, integrity, and sense 0! 
justice. I tell him that I have nothing to do with 
particular localities of the Union, as such, so far 
as this subject is concerned. I stand here with 
**no pent-up Utica’’ contracting my powers. 
am here to legislate for the whole country, and I 
do not believe that I am in any way actuated y 
selfish local prejudices. In this matter, I sp¢ 
of a general principle which should rule and gov- 
ern the action of this House. I do not object ot 
favor a reference because Philadelphia or New 
York is concerned. I have nothing to do a 
either, except to take care of the interests of the 
people I represent whenever occasion offers. 
am upon this floor, first of all, to watch and ew ; 
the interests of Philadelphia. That J am frank \ 
admit. his 
Mr. Speaker, one word on the reference of‘! 


subject being an expression of the voice of te 
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Every one remembers that, on the day 
che reference was made, there was so much con- 
< because of the great number of members 
floor—there was so great a rush 

~aet-bills and resolutions before the House — 
hat it Was difficult to learn what was the voice of 
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House. 


fysion, 


king for the 


House on any pec. The bill I have 
optioned was referred, sir, without that exam- 
oa tion and consideration which we ought to give 
7 subject so vital in itself, and so vital in refer- 
yee to the execution of our rules. That is one 
reason why we should never proceed to the Uis- 
ra -» of any business out of order, and in de- 
tance of the rules of the House. That bill was 
weft rred under a resolution, introduced by unan- 
“ous consent, that bills and resolutions should 
- introduced for reference which would give rise 
.» po debate. I do not stand here to review the 
voferences made under that resolution during the 


day or two when it was in force. The bill fora 
“oy 

comage . 
nd was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
hocause the attention of the House, which then 
was perhaps impossible, was not attracted to it. 


wh 


r 
! 
} 
} 


There was such a rush of business, that if a gen- | 


‘oman left his seat far one moment, to see any- 
body at the door who had sent for him, something 


pot 


of that character would be taken up and referred 
before the members had time barely to know what 
was going on. 

Mr. JUNKIN. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask my friend 
from Pennsylvania, where, upon that occasion, 
when the voice of the House was so weak, when 
its attention was so much relaxed, was the senti- 
nel who always stands upon the walls, guarding 
the interests of the great city he represents? 

Mr. FLORENCE. That sentinel, on that oc- 
casion, had divers duties to discharge. He was 
here to watch the interests of his constituents, 
and also he had to take care of their interests 
outside of this House. He was called from the 
House, and, during the moment that he was ab- 
sent, this bill was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. If he Gould that day have obtained 
the floor, he certainly would have insisted that 
the bill should take its appropriate reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, instead of 
to the Gommittee on Commerce. Next morning 
he would have made the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, but he did not arrive here 
time enough, having business at the Departments 
to attend to which detained him beyond the time 
when such a motion was in order. Gentlemen 
must know that he had duties to his constituents 
to discharge at the Departments as well as here. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I demand the 
previous question on the motion to refer to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr.BRANCH. Does that demand for the pre- 
vious question cover the motion to print? 

The SPEAKER. It covers both motions; the 
motion to refer and the motion to print. 

Mr. BRANCH. I ask for a separate vote on 
the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to demand a division of the question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was referred to the Committee on 

ommerce, 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
on the motion to print. 

Mr. BRANCH. TI wish to say in regard to 
“at motion, not meaning to debate it at length, 
‘“atif it is agreed to, it will inaugurate a new 
Practice. Our former practice has been never to 
order bills to be printed, unless they have been 
‘Xamined by a standing committee and reported 
ack to the House. If we adopt the practice of 
printing bills upon their second reading, or upon 
1 f reference to a standing committee of this 
louse, then we will have to print nearly one 
Sousand bills, upon an average, each session, one 
beet we thirds of which are never reported 
ack, favorably or unfavorably. It will only in- 
were the country in that much additional ex- 
oo and clog up the records of this House. I 
oad to it, wer because it is inaugurating a 
a practice, and one which I think will be a bad 


Mr. CURTIS. I hope that the bill will be or- 


department in New York came in here, } 


| 








dered to be printed. I agree with the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Vatianpicuam] in what he said 
on the subject. Many bills are never seen by the | 


been printed when introduced here. I take it for 
granted that no member will ask for the printing 
of a bill, unless it is important that it should be 
pens and I hope that when, hereafter, mem- 
ers ask that bills shall be printed, their request 
_ will be complied with by the House. 
The question was tea: and the motion to | 
| print was agreed to. 
PENNSYLVANIA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 


| 

| Mr. HICKMAN, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported back House bill No. 33, to di- | 
| vide the State of Pennsylvania into three judicial 
| districts, and to establish a district court to be | 
holden in the city of Erie, with the recommend- | 
| ation that it do pass; which was referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

PROTECTION OF CITIZENS. 


Mr. HICKMAN. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back to the 
House several resolutions referred to them, and 
to ask that they be severally adopted. 

The Clerk read the first resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed | 
| to inquire and report to this House what additional legisla- 
| tion, if any, is necessary to give protection to citizens en- 


while traveling or sojourning in other States than those in 
which they reside. 


Mr. RUFFIN. 


I object to it. 


| mittee on the Judiciary reports sundry resolutions 
| back, with a recommendation that they do pass. 
The first resolution has been read, and the ques- 
tion is now upon agreeing to it. 


| into the southern States to steal negroes from said 
States, or to incite the slaves of said States to in- 
surrection, arson, and murder; and whether any 
citizens of the United States are engaged in the 
| establishment of underground railroads, or in the 
management of the same, for the transportation 
of such stolen negroes to Canada; and if so, to 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
i 





gaged in the pursuit of their private and lawful business | 


The SPEAKER. The chairman of the Com- | 


Mr. McQUEEN. Mr. Speaker, if itis in order, | 
I desire to amend the resolution by inserting an | 
amendment that said committee inquire whether || test, and be admitted to his seat in the House. 
any person or persons are in the habit of going | 


report what legislation, if any, compatible with | 


the Constitution, is necessary to prevent the same. | 


lution was reported upon adversely. 

The SPEAKER. It is reported upon favor- 
ably. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. These resolutions 
were offered to the House, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ‘There was no au- 


duty to report this, with the other resolutions, 
back to the House, and then they could pass a 
resolution asking for the action of the committee, 
or refuse to do so. It is merely putting the mat- 
ter in the same position it was in when it was re- 
ferred to the committee. The committee have 
taken no action upon it, because of the peculiar 
reference of it. The resolution did not pass the 
House, but was merely referred to our committee. 
The only action the committee could take upon 
it, was to report it back; and, if the House passes 


committee to inquire into the matter. This is 
merely a recommendation in relation to the char- 
acter and substance of the inquiry. 

Mr, HOUSTON. [think that the chairman of 
| the Committee on.the Judiciary, in all likelihood, 
may be mistaken; 





until he can look at the record of the committee, so 
that there may be no mistake about it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I am willing to withdraw 
the resolution for that purpose. 

The resolution was accordingly withdrawn. 


UNITED SPATES TROOPS AS POSSE COMITATUS. 


The next resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


armed forees of the United States for posse comitatus, and 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that that reso- | 


thority given by that reference to us to take any || 
action upon them. The committee felt it to hg its | 


the resolution now, it will be merely directing the || 


that is my impression, and | | 
would suggest to him to withdraw the resolution | 


structed to inquire as to the legal authority to employ the | 
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UNITED STATES COURT IN KENTUCKY. 
The next resolution was then read, andis as fol- 





\| lows: 
. | 
members of this House, because they have not || 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of holding an an- 
nual session of the Federal court in the cities of Covington 
and Paducah, in the Commonweaith of Kentucky. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES, ETO. 


The next resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the President's message as 
refers to the legality of slavery in the Territories, and so 
much thereof as recommends, or has relation to, an appro- 
priation to be made by Congress, to be paid to the Spanish 
Government for the purpose of distribution among the 
claimants in the Amistad case, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire into and 
report upon the propriety of said recommendation in rela- 
tion to the Amistad case, and of the statement and recom- 
mendations of the said message in relation to the legality of 
slavery in the Territories. 


Upon this resolution 

Mr. GROW demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question was 
ordered to be put. 


The main question was upon agreeing to the 
resolution; which was agreed to. 


RENDITION OF FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICK. 


The next resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby, directed to inquire whether any, and if 
so, What, further legislation by Congress is necessary to 
secure the prompt, faithful, and efficient execution of the 
provision of section two, article four, of the Constitution 
of the United States, in respect to the rendition of fugitives 
from justice ; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


PAY OF CONTESTANTS FOR SEATS IN CONGRESS. 


The next resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bill amendatory of the act passed Feb- 
ruary 19, 1851, providing that no contestant for a seut in the 
House of Representatives shall be ere anything, either as 
salary or otherwise, unless he shall be successful in his con- 


The resolution was agreed to. 


ACCOUNTS OF CHARLES N. PINE. 
The next resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
hereby is, respectfully requested to transmit to this House, 
at the earliest possible period consistent with his other of- 
ficial duties, a statement showing the several amounts paid 
to Charles N. Pine, late United States marshal for the 
northern judicial district of the State of Illinois, specifying 
the amount of each payment, and what the same was for; 
whether the jurors of said district court have at all times, 
when discharged, been paid off in money or certificates of 


| service ; and if not in money, the reason for not so paying 


them; and what is the present state of the accounts of the 
said Pine, showing particularly in this connection, whether 


| he was at any time, or is now, in arrears to the Govern- 





ment, or a defaulter thereto, and if so, in what amount, 
and when said defaleation first occurred ; and whether the 
amount thereof has been paid to the Government by the 


| securitics of the said Pine, and if not, the reason therefor, 


and whether they have béen sued for the same. That the 
said Secretary of the Interior be also requested to commu- 
nicate to this House, the several sums of money paid to the 
United States district attorney for the northern district of 
the State of Illinois, since the date of his appointment for 
his services, or alleged services, as such attorney, speci- 
tying particularly the amount of each item of payment, and 
what the same was for. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
NORTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I am mmstructed by the Com- 


| mittee on the Judiciary to report the following 


bill, upon the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Interior, and to ask that it be now put 
upon its passage: 

A bill to repeal the third section of an act en- 


| titled ** An act to increase and regulate the terms 


of the circuit and district courts for the northern 
district of the State of New York,’ approved 
July 7, 1838. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would like the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary to 
state the contents of this bill, and its effect. 

Mr. HICKMAN. There are some papers, cor- 
respondence, &c., accompanying the bill, which, 
if read, will explain it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. So far as I am in- 
dividually concerned, I would not like to have the 
reading of these papers trespass 1.pon the atten- 
tion of the House, if the House ig satisfied with 
this bill. If the bill is approved by the district 
attorney of the northern district of New York, it 
will meet my approbation: 
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Mr. HOUSTON. I do not call for the reading | upon this statement of the case, that such a bill | 


of the papers. They were read in committee, and, 
so far as T am concerned, I voted for the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was subse- 
quently read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Hickey, their Chief Clerk, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed an act to constitute 
Tampa Bay, in the State of Florida, a port of de- 
livery; also, an act to amend “ Anacttoestablisha 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


is absolutely necessary. 


Mr. NOELL. 1 desire to say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that if such is the object of the bill, the 
provisions of the bill ought to have looked to that 
object. As I understand the provisions of the bill, 
it gives a general and sweeping power to one dis- 
trict judge to confer his authority upon another 
judge, out of his district, athis discreuon. If this 
is to be permitted, a judge may go into all the dis- 
tricts surrounding his, and confer power upon 
other judges te supply his place. If the design 
of the bill is to provide for the contingency to 
which the gentleman from Ohio refers, the bill 


| ought to look to that particular object. 


court for the investigation of claims against the | 


United States,”’ approved February 24, 1855; in 
which he was directed to request the concurrence 
of the House. 

DISTRICT JUDGES. 

Mr. HICKMAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, also reported a bill to authorize the 
district judges of the United States to act out of 
their districts in certain cases, and moved to put 
it upon ils passage. ' 

The bill, which was read, provides that when- 
ever any district judge of the United States shall 
file in the offices of the clerks of the district and 
cireuit courts of his district a consent in writing, 
under his hand, that his judicial duties may be 
performed and discharged by the district judge of 


any other district or districts to be therein named, | 


the distriet judge of the district, or either of the 
districts so named, shall have power to sit in and 
hold any circuit or district court in the district of 
the judge signing such consent, at any stated, ad- 
journed, or special term or session thereof, with 
the same authority, powers, and duties, that might 
have been exercised or discharged therein by the 
district judge by whom such consent shall have 
been signed, until such consent shall be with- 
drawn and vacated by an order in writing, signed 
by the judge signing such consent, or, in case of 
his death, or other vacancy in the office, by his 
successor, and duly filed in the offices of the clerks 
of the district and circuit courts; and while such 
consent shal] remain in force as aforesaid, the 
district judge of any district therein designated 
shall, whilst in the district of the judge signing 
such consent, have and possess, and may at his 
discretion exercise, all the powers, and perform 
and discharge all the judicial duties, of district 
judge of the district of the judge signing such con- 
sent; and that all acts silt eosasiiiia before the 
courts so held, and all other acts and proceedings 
by or before any district judge so acting out of 


his own district, shall have the same validity, | 


force, and effect, as if donc and performed by and 
before the district judge of the district in which 
such consent shall have been filed; but that no 
district judge, acting out of his own district under 
the provisions of the law, shall thereby become 
entitled to any allowance, compensation, or ex- 
penses to be paid by the United States. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I would lke to hear from 
some member of the Committee on the Judiciary 
an explanation of the provisions of this bill. It 
provides for bestowing powers upon a jadge 
within the judicial district of another judge, on 
filing the consent of the latter, and without any 


application, It looks to me as though it might 


enable any judge of a United States court to shirk | 


his own duty, and throw it upon the shoulders of 
some judge from other districts. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It ought.to have occurred, 
] submit with all respect, to the gentleman, that 
the laws already cxisting provide a sufficient pro- 
tection against any United States judge shirking 
his duties. This bill is necessary; for it often- 


times happens, by reason of the sickness of a | 
judge of a district court of the United States, that 


the publie business cannot proceed. This bill is 
intended to provide against any occurrence of that 
kind, and to enable a district judge of any given 
district, who is alone authorized by existing laws 
to hold the courts within his district, by his cer- 
tificate, if the public interests require it, toappoint 
another district judge, who, by the provisions of 
this bill, if passed, will have authority to transact 


the public busifiess of that district, which other- | 


wise might remain suspended for an indefinite 
period. It ought to occur at once to every one, 


Mr. BINGHAM. I beg leave of the gentleman | 


from Missouri to make a suggestion, which ought 
to satisfy him that the bill contemplates no such 
result, ‘ 


Mr. NOELL. I donot desire to be understood 


| as saying that such was the intention of the fra- 


mers of the bill, but that such would be the effect 
of it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The bill provides that the 
appointee, thus selected by a district judge to hold 
his court, shall receive no compensation what- 
ever for his services. What motive could judges 


have to serve in that way, except to discharge || 
faithfully their duty as judges, and promote the || 


public interests ? 
Mr. NOELL. I think the principle of the bill 
is objectionable, and that the result will be bad. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I suppose I shall hardly be | 


heard to-day; but I will suggest a single reason 
for the passage of this bill, in addition to the rea- 
sons already given by my colleague upon the com- 
mittee, [Mr. Bineuam.]} 
number of local laws very much of the same 


force and effect as that which is now proposed by | 
Judges occasionally find it absolutely | 
necessary to make application for laws of this | 
kind, applicable to their own particular districts. | 


this bi.l. 


I think the House will see that there is a neces- 
sity for conferring such a power as that which 
this bill contemplates, upon judges of the United 


States in many eases. I think they will see that, | 
inasmuch as occurrences of that kind, caliing for | 
that power, must necessarily arise, as they have | 


heretofore, it is a great deal better to provide for 


them by a general law, than to have applications | 


made here extending that power in particular 
cascs, 
Mr. HUMPHREY. I would like to ask the 


chairman of the Judiciary Committee whether 


there is not now a provisoif by which, upon the || 
recommendation of the Attorney General, a dis- | 


trict judge may assign to another judge the power 


of holding courts in his district? Ithas long been | 


acustom for the district judges of the State of 
Connecticut, and of the judges of the northern dis- 
trict of New York, to hold courts in the southern 
distriet of New York. It isa practice which has 


preyailed a long time in the city of New York, || 
and, I presume, not withoutsome authority of law, | 
If a provision for this purpose already exists, | 
| and it is now under the control of some proper || 


authority, as that of the Attorney General, or the 
President of the United States, it seems to me 
that it is mach better than to allow this change to 


be made at any time upon the certificate of a dis- | 


trict judge. 


Mr. BRANCH. There is no part of the legis- | 


lation of this country that I would touch with 
more caution and delicacy than that relating to 


the judiciary. I believe that the en 


act has rece@ved scarcely any essential amend- 
ment since-it was drawn up by Chief Justice 


Ellsworth, aslong ago as 1796. Experience under | 


| it has proved the wisdom of the act; so much so, 


that while scarcely any other legislation of the 
country has becn able to stand for five years with- 


out being pulled to pieces, in order to suit the | 


whims of Congress, this act of Chief Justice Ells- 
worth has stood the test of time. I confess, sir, 
that 1 feel some reluctance to amend such an act 
without a little more consideration than we have 


| an opportunity to give to it here, 


| there may be cases in which it is important to 


_ parties, that one district judge should 1 
| power of substituting another district judge in his 


I can well conceive, as stated by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, _ 


wiblic interests, and highly important to private 


interests, that there may be no denial tie to 
1ave the 


GLOBE. _ 


It is, that there are a || 


he | 











7 en 
place; but ought not the bill to provide that «,. 
substitution shall only be made ina case ra oe 
the district judge properly belonging to the an ich 
is unable to attend to the ease by reason war 
ness, absence, or some other disability ? = 
__ lam not prepared to pass judgment of bj 
bill. Ihave great coitllenss in the opini ws 
the Judiciary Committee about matters vie . 
strictly to the judiciary; but I confess that bef 
this judiciary act is amended in a particuly oa 
essential, I would rather that there should bets ~ 
for gliscussion and amendment. I think — 
fore, that the bill had better be referred to 1h, 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unic E 
in order that we may discuss and amend jt = 
hear it discussed by the members of the Judiciary 
Committee themselves. I make the motion me 
the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and be printed, . 
|| Mr. HICKMAN. There is no disposition 
|| thé part of the a, Committee to force the 
passage of this bill. They were unanimous jy 
recommending its passage, believing that no such 
_ law existed as that spoken of by the gentlemay 
from New York, (Mr. Humpnrey.] [ am pers 
' fectly willing, however, that the motion made by 
the gentleman from North Garolina Shall prevail 
The question was taken on Mr. Brancu’s mo. 
tion; and it was agreed to. 
So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered i 
|| be printed. 


March 14 


i} 


» and 


| 


HON. W. H. KEIM. 


| Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report on the memo- 
rial of the Hon, William H. Kein, in reference to 
|| his pay as a member of the second session of the 

Thirty-Fifth Congress; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to beéprinted. 


THOMAS C. WARE. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Iam instructed by the Com- 


| mittee on the Judiciary to report a joint resolution 
| for the relief of Thomas C. Ware, and to ask the 
| House to put the same upon its passage. 

_ The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If it be the pleasure of the 
House, I will ask that the resolution be put upon 
its passage now; and if gentlemen will hear me 
| fora moment, I think no member will feef“obliged 
to make any objection to its passage. I ask for 
the reading of the resolution. 
|| The resolution was read. It directs the payment 
to Thomas C. Ware, of Cincinnati, Ohio, of the 
sum of $1,500, in full for services rendered by him 
to the Government of the United States, at the 
request of the United States district attorney of 
|, Ohio, in the case of the United States vs. Lyman 
| Cole et al., indicted and tried in the United States 
_ court of Ohio, in the October term of 1853. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. I beg leave to say that the 
resolution is reported unanimously by the com- 
| mittee; and Lask that it may now, by general con- 
sent, be put upon its passage, for the reason that 
it is for the payment of a suspended fee earned six 
years ago, and which was not paid, for the sim- 
vle reason that the district attorney of the United 
S tes, who employed additional counsel under 
| thé existing statute, neglected to notify the Secre- 
| tary of the Interior, in pursuance of the require- 
| menis of the statute, of his eee and of 

the amount stipulated to be paid. Under the ex- 
isting law, he could not pay it. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be ¢1- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
| Itwas accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vole 

by which the joint resolution was passed; and also 

| moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROHIBITION OF POLYGAMY. 


Mr. NELSON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary to report back, with ar 4 
| ommendation that it do pass, a bill to punish at 
| prevent the practice of polygamy in the Territe- 
ries of the United States and other places, and «is 
approving and anoulling certain acts of ~ ' 
|| gislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah r 
|| instructed by the committee to ask that the = 
|| be put upon ‘its passage, and to ask the previ? 
|| question upon it. 


| 
- 
} 
| 
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“a HOUSTON. I want to hearthat bill read. H 


————————— 


The Clerk read the bill. It provides for the 
npishment of the crime of polygamy in the Ter- 
ries of the United States, or other places over 
ich the United States has exclusive jurisdic- 

= by a fine not exceeding $500 and imprison- 
‘ «sr not less than two nor more than five 
oars, and also annuls certain acts of the Legisla- |) 


of Utah countenancing the practice of polyg- 


| 
i} 
| 


vent I 


ue MAYNARD. That is an important bill, 

d | ask that the report of the Committee on the 
jydiciary may be read. ; 
“Mr. HOUSTON. 1 thought I was entitled to 

-foor. Lasked for the reading of the bill. I 
-») willing, however, that the report shall be read. 
“The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

The report was read, in part, by the Clerk. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. That report seems to be a | 
nretty long one, and [ do not think it is necessary 
that itshould be read,at length. I desire to move 
hat this bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. If the House 
coos fit to send it there, of course the report will 
ve printed with the bill; and members can read it 
for themselves, without taking up the time of the 
House with its reading now. I hope it will be 
the pleasure of the House to send the bill to the 
committee. | think itis too imp -rtant a bill to 
ie passed through without more mature consider- || 
tion than we shall be likely to give it here. I did || 
not know that this bill was to be reported from | 
‘he Committee on the Judiciary this morning. I | 
was not present when it was acted on by the com- || 
mittee, but I was surprised to see the bill make 
its appearance in the House this morning. I hope 
it will be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [rise to a question of or- 
der. I understand that my colleague [Mr. Net- 
son] has the floor upon this bill. 

1h, NELSON. If Ll understand the rules of 
the House, I am entitled to the floor upon this | 
bill, having reported it to the House. If I am, I | 
now, as I have been directed to do by the Commit- | 
tee on the Judiciary, move to put the bill on its | 
passage, and call the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. My point of order is, not | 
only that my colleague is entitled to the floor, but 
that, the reading of the report having been com- 
menced, it was in violation of the rules to inter- 
rupt the reading before it had been concluded. 
This is an important bill; and desiring to under- 
stand its provisions thoroughly, I asked that the 
report should be read; but, before the reading 
was concluded, the gentleman from Alabama, in 
violation of the rules of order, interposed, and 
made a motion which I think it was not in order 
for him to make, my colleague being entitled to | 
the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state what are the 
facts in connection with this matter. The gentle- | 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Newson] reported this | 
bill and took his seat; and when the Chair was 
about to put the question on the third reading of 
the bill, no one claiming the floor, I addressed the 
Chair and was recognized, and having the floor, 
| had the right to make the motion which I did. 

Mr. STANTON, I think the gentleman is mis- | 
laken. Isaw the gentleman fiom Tennessee [Mr. 
Netson} upon his legs, ready to take the floor 
when the reading of the réport should have been 
completed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee (Mr. Nexson] did not call for the reading 
of the report; but, onthe contrary, the Chair was 
Stating the question on the third reading of the 
ull, when I called for the reading of the bill my- 
lf. took the floor, and the Chair recognized 
Me,ne one else claiming it, and I was entitled to 
the floor and had a perfect right to make the 
notion to refer, which I made. 

Mr.GROW. I rise to a point of order. I sub- | 
mit that, after the reading of a paper has com- | 
ee not in order to interruptthe reading, 
‘less it be for a motion to dispense with the fur- 
he reading. I think the gentleman from Ala- | 
‘ama, therefore, was not entitled to the floor to 
make his motion. 
= HOUSTON. I hadthe right to make the | 

n, for I had the floor upon the bill, to make | 
“ty motion which could properly be made in ref- | 
rence to it, 


| 
Mr.GROW. The gentleman couid not obtain 








| 


| bate upon the subject. 


| ing the demand for the previous question. 


the floor for that purpose while the report was 
being read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state how the matter 
stands. I obtained the floor before the bill had 
been read. When the Chair was about to put the 
question upon the third reading, 1 called for the 
reading of the bill; and after it had been read, the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] hav- 
ing called for the reading of the report, that there 
might be no mistake as to my right to the floor, 
I stated that I was entitled to the floor, having 
called for the bill; but that I would allow the 
report to be read, J still retaining the floor. The 
Chair having recognized me as entitled to the 
floor, I moved that the bill be referred to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


as I had the right to do. 
Mr. GROW. I have submitted a point of order, 
which I ask the Chair to decide. No debate is 


| in order upon it. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 


that, according to the uniform practice of the 


| House, as understood by him, the member report- 


ing a bill has the right to open and close the de- 
If the gentleman from 
Tennesse, who reported this bill, claims the floor, 
he is entitled to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee did not claim the floor, and, not having 
claimed it at the time, he certainly has not the 
right to take it from me after I have occupied it, 
and made the motion to refer the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentlemen from Tennessee to claim the floor? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee cannot claim the floor now. He did not 
claim it when he was entitled to it, and it is too 
late now for him to claim it. 

Mr. NELSON. Iwill state what occurred. At 
the time the bill was presented to the House, I 


| stated that I had been instructed by the Commit- 
| tee on the Judiciary to report a bill, which, in ac- 


cordance with the instructions of that committee, 
I moved to put on its passage, and called the pre- 
vious question. That was what I stated; and, 
if I am entitled to the floor, I now move to put the 
bill en its passage, and call the previous ques- 
tion, as I have been instructed by the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, then, as I understand, calls for the pre- 


| vious question. . 


The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Now, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. GROW. [rise to a point of order. 
debate is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. fam not going to debate. I 
rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his 
point, without debate. 

Mr.HOUSTON. Yes, sir; I will state it with- 
out debate. The point I present to the Chair is, 
that admitting the statement of the gentleman to 


He does. 





| be correct—and I am not disposed to controvert 


it—at the-time when he stated that he was in- 
structed by the Committee on the Judiciary to 
report the bill, and call the previous question on 
its passage, he could not then call the previous 
uestion; because the bill was not before the 
Louse until it had been stated by theChair. After 


| the bill had been stated, the gentleman did not 


claim-the floor to call the previous question; and 
the Chair agrees with me that his former call was 
not recognized, because, when [ rose and obtained 


| the floor, the Chair was putting the question upon 


the third reading of the bill, and not upon second- 
i And 
when I rose and proposed to submit some consid- 
erations to the House upon the bill, the gentle- 


man from Tennessec did not then claim the floor. | 


These are the facts; and the Chaircertainly agreed 
with me that the previous question was not pend- 
ing when I obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairunderstands that 
the gentleman from Tennessee did call for the pre- 
vious question on the biJl. He was entitled to 


_ the floor for that purpose; and if the Chair did not 
| hear the call, that does not deprive the gentleman 


of his rights under the rule. If the gentleman 


. - . r . 
| from Tennessee claims the floor, he is entitled 


to it. 


Mr. NELSON. I claim the floor. 


No 
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| gate of that Territory is absent. 


_ Hoh 


Chair so manage that the question is being put 
upon the bill, and itis open toamendmentordebate, 
and I get the floor, and propose to debate or to 
amend it, I would like to know by what process 
I can be deprived of the floor? - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the gentleman from Tennessee could not lose 
the floor and his right to occupy it, because the 
Chair did not happen to hear him. The Chair 
holds that he is now entitled to his position here, 
under the rules, as the reporter of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleinan from Ten- 
nessee did not insist upon his right, and the Chair 
was putting the question upon ordering the bill 
to a third reading when | took the floor. He did 
not claim the floor when I took it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the gentemandrom Tennessee is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. NELSON. 
question, 

Mr. HOUSTON. It would have been the 
shorter way for the Speaker to have called for the 
previous question himself. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iask my colleague to with- 
draw his demand for the previous question until 
the House can hear the entire report of the com- 
mittee read. [am anxious to hear it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the bill be laid 
upon the table; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. GROW. The House is dividing, and that 
Motion l# not now in order. 

The SPEAKER. .The motion has been repeat- 
edly ruled to be in order. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lam appealed to by friends 
around me to withdraw the motion that the bill 
be laid upon the table; and I do so in deference to 
their judgment, and not my own. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I appeal to the gentleman 
from 'Teanessee to withdraw his demand for the 
previous question. This bill relates entirely to 
the Territory of Utah, and I understand the Dele- 
I think that the 
bill ought not to be aeted on until he is present, 
and can be heard in reference to its provisions 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. He is here. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Then let him be heard. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Has the morning 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. NELSON. ThenI withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. I move that the bill 
be recommitted tothe Committee on the Judiciary ; 
and, that motion being entered, I renew the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The motion to recommit 
keeps the bill before the House, and, as it will 
come up in the morning hour to-morrow, I move 
that the Elouse now proceed to the consideration 
of the business upon the Speaker's table. 

Mr.GROW. Task, first, that the bill reported 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ne.son,] 
with the accompanying report, be ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER. 
is no objection. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

MARKET-UOUSE FOR WASHINGTON, 
Mr. KILGORE. Before the question is taken 


on the motion that the House proceed to the con- 


Then I demand the previous 


It will be so ordered, if there 


| sideration of the business upon the Speaker's 


table, l ask the unanimous consent of the House 
that I shall be permitted to make a report from 


| the Committee for the District of Columbia, which 
| IT would have made this morning if I had been 


present when that committee was called. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. KILGORE, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back Senate bill 
No. 192, authorizing the corporation of Wash- 
ington city to,make a loan and issue stock for 
$200,000 tor building a market-house, with an 
amendment, 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Let the bill and amend- 


| ment be read. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman cannot take || 


the floor from me. If the gentleman and the 


The bill was read inextenso. It authorizes the 
corporation of Washington to contract for a loan 
and .issue stock to the extent of $200,000, on the 


| faith of the corporation, for the sole purpose of 


paying for the erection of a market-house on the 
site of the present building; said stock to bear in- 
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terest at not more than six per centum per an- | 
num, and to be redeemed at the pleasure of the | 


corporation, within the space of fifteen years from 
the date of the issue thereof, the interest to be paid 
quarterly; provided that the entire revenue of said 


building shall, after paying contingent expenses | 


and interest on the stock, be appropriated to the 
payment of the stock issued, in accordance with 


the provisions of this act; and it provides further || 


that no more than ae 00 shall be expended in 
building said market-house; nor shall any con- 
tracts be entered into which involve a larger ex- 
penditure for the completion of the same. 


Mr. KILGORE. et the amendment of the 


Committee for the District of Columbia be read. | 


[ shall ask that it be adopted, and that the bill 
shall be put on its passage. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and, in lieu there- 


of, insert: 

That all the grounds lying between Seventh and Ninth 
streets, and fronting on Pennsylvania and Louisiana ave 
nues, now and hitherto used and occupied for the Center 
market, be, and the sane are hereby, ceded to the corpora 
tion of Washington, on condition that said corporation, 
within two years after this act takes effect, erect thereon 
4 market-house, together with such offices and apartments 
in the second story thereof as may be deemed necessary. 
The said house to be so constructed as to admit foot pas- 
sengers through only one entrance to the market on the 
north side, market wagons and other vehicles on the south 
ride only, with means of exit for the same on Seventh and 
Ninth streets, and to exclude marketing from Pennsylvania 


and Louisiana avenues, and the sidewalks and pavements | 


thereon» And for the purpose of erecting such market 
house and improvements connected therewith,4n case a 
majority of the freeholders and householders, who are legal 
and competent voters, within said corporation shall vote 
as hereinafter provided in favor thereof, it shall be lawful 
for said corporation to create a debt in such form as may 
be found expedient, not exceeding the sum of $200,000, at 


a rate of interest not exceeding six per cent. per annum, | 
any restriction in the charter of said city or in existing | 


laws to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the first an- 
nual election held in said city after the passage of this act, 
the person or board receiving the vote of each voter at such 
election who is a freeholder or householder of said city, 
shall propound to such voter the following question, to wit: 
‘* Are you in favor of creating a debt ot $200,000 for the 
building of a new market-house?”’ And the answer to said 
question, whether yes or no, shall be set down upon the 
poll-list opposite the name of such voter; and, in case a 
smajority of such freeholders and householders answer such 
question in the affirmative, then this act shall take effect 
and continue in full force, but not otherwise. 


Sco. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Mayor of | 


said city shall cause notice to be given of the taking of said 
vote, by publication in three or more of the newspapers 
sublished in said city, at least ten days prior to the day of 
folding said election, which notice shall distinetly state the 
question to be propounded, as aforesaid, to the freeholders 
and householding electors at said election. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That in case this act 
shall take effect as hereinbefore provided, it shall he so con- 
strued as to vest the title to said lots in said corporation so 
tong as the market-house and apartments shall be continued 
thereon and used for the purposes aforesaid, and no longer. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading; and being engrossed, it was read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KILGORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the House pro- 


ceeded to consider the business upon the Speak- | 


er’s table. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness was Senate resolution No. 19, being “* A res- 
olution suspending the fifth section of the act 
making appropriations to defray the deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department, for the fiscal year ending the 


30th of June, 1859, and in part for the support of 


the Post Office Department for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1860,’’ being the section relat- 
ing to printing. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER announced the.next business 
to be House bill No. 228, relating to the print- 
ing and distribution of the annual message of the 
President of the United States and accompany- 
ing documents. 

The question was upon the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. , 


Mr. SHERMAN. I withdraw the motion to 
reconsider, and move that the bill be now put 


upon its passage. 





The bill was then read the third time, and passed. | the consular and thé Indian bills i tet o. . 
Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote || after the same shall have been taken yp. — 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved || The motion was agreed to; and the House « 

|| that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the || cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of th, 

|| table. | Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr Wi. 
. Sh- 


| The latter motion was agreed to. BURNE, Of Illinois, in the chair.) 
] ENROLLED BILL. CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- ||| The CHAIRMAN stated that the busines, 
| rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled Senate bill || before the committee was the consideration of :, 
|| No. 239, for the relief of the legal representatives || consular and diplomatic appropriation |]; Upon 
| of Charles Pearson, deceased; when the Speaker || which Mr. McRae was entitled to the floor | 
|| signed the same. | Mr. MILES. Il understood that the ge 
ie ° + ai ‘ ‘ | from Mississippi yielded the floor to me. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would 
Mr. JENKINS. I took occasion, some days || to the gentleman from South Carolina tha; 
|| Since, to cast censure upon the telegraphic agent || understood the floor to be yielded to him fo; 
|| of the Associated Press, for a statement that ap- || purpose of raising a point of order. 
| peared in the papers in relation to certain doc- || r. BOCOCK. Irisetoa question of orde 
trines which were ascribed to me. 1 wish to say || I understand that the President’s annual mose,, 


' 
} 
i 
' 


Ntlemay 


ale 
he 
the 





now, that, from the papers I have since seen, I || was under consideration before the comninn, 
am satisfied that the fault was not upon the part || when-it last rose, and that it is therefore firs; > 
order now. I wish to know how it is got rid 


typographical error. | of? amaeaey by unanimous consent of th, 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. anpeuniae mpeeent lounannges wpa lid aside, 

. , , , |, and other bills taken up for consideration for jij; 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the Hous« an hour. They were considered for halfan how 


of the telegraphic agent, but was the result of a 
“and then, by virtue of the agreement, they passed 


resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, with a view to take up the : 

diplomatic and consular bill. And before that mo- || from: before. the committer, and the Presiden’ 

aa : ; | message came up again for consideration, an 

tion is put I desire to submit the usual motion that, || was under consideration when the conimittce , 

within ten minutes after the committee shall pro- || 15. upon that question the ar i 

| ceed to the consideration of the consular bill, all || pane fie onan had the —— Sent 
: . coul 


a 
reneral debate shall cease; and, also, the same : . 
sotion Wich tedel to the Sulinn tan.” get the floor without his consent, to move to lay 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Would it not be better to the mescage got A ype How, then, was 
A 


close all debate? I believe we have had no oppor- . 
tunity to debate anything that has been ry aay RMAN. | The Chair ruled that the 


: otion to close i ied, i e the 
Mr. SHERMAN. The motion I have made bill " . oe being carried, it made the 
|| does not cut off the five minutes’ debate. Mr. BOCOCK "That cannot be. The onder: 
’ . Rs eal a . . . p erto 
wade aoe a eee hit benye RnB close debate was made by the chairman of the 
ode a . “ _ . ™ 2 ° c. 
under the whip and spur of the een question. aati oon te Dette y anpeed 
- » fav ; one ; : :, 
Bax sued fet do a aA es ote f Ete: bill be closed in commmittee in ten minutes atier 
tl $ ine Se as Oy Y a." wiatend the consideration of that bill shall next be resumed, 
: ae lata tie ben toa sae d ; * and not in ten minutes after the House shall again 
a cea roth cdbterky | aoe resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
was so announced yesterday, when only six mem- || ih. state of the Union. _ Now you cannot aoe. 
bers voted for it. And would it not be better to ‘ ; 


: tue of such a resolution as that, get rid of the 
cut of all debate, and render all our rules nugatory President’s message in order to take up another 


in that respect? We passed a bill day before yes- || } i) 

terday involving millions’ worth of public lands, The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the 
and were net allowed one moment to be heard, or || g.tarmination of the House to close debate u = 
even to offer a single amendment to the bill. And || ini pill is in the ne of a special pom ont The 


Oleniuinat aa Whole aeenhe tolls Riveiiae | Chair will say that the debate is limited toten min- 
debate any important measures presented for our || “4,204 the bill will. soon be disposed of. The 
Aedial ar ate ~ pr P gentleman from South Carolina rises to a point of 


legislation. : : 
Gn a8 dae : order, and he will send up his amendment to the 
The proposition now is to elose debate in the Fa Ta ae ig oy 


Committee of the Whole in ten minutes upon these Mr. MILES. I propose to add the following 
important bills. There is one provision in one || +, the end of the last clause in the bill: 

of these bills that I wanted to say something And that the Secretary of State ‘be directed to pay, ou 
about myself. It is that provision in the consu- |) of any unexpended balance of the appropriation of $73,000 
lar and iploniatic appropriation bill which pro- || made for expenses in the case of the Echo Africans, iu 
poses to appropriate $40,000 to execute the laws || the consular and diplomatic act, passed at the last session 
for the suppression of the African slave ‘trade. || of Congress, the amount claimed as compensation for'is 


services in said case by the United States magshal for the 
I want to say to the House and to the country, || district of South Carolina : Provided That, in at opinion of 
that if it is the intention of the country to execute 


the Attorney General of the United States, the said marshal 
that law, $40,000 is wholly inadequate to do it. || is entitled to receive the same. 

It is the law of the land; it has been pronounced Mr. SHERMAN. I raise a point of order upon 
to be a constitutional law by the judicial tribunals 


that amendment. 

of the country; and without expressing any opin- The CHAIRMAN. | The point of order was 
ion as to the propriety of that law, as it stands || raised yesterday, and the Chair decided the 
upon the statute-book, as one of the Representa- || amendment out of order, upon the ground that it 
tives of the people I am willing to place a suffi- || was ingrafting legislation of a private nature upo! 
cient amount of money at the disposition of the || a general appropriation bill. 
President to execute thatlaw. I know something r. MI Es. From that decision of the Chair 
about the expense and the hazards to be met in || I take an appeal; and I presume I am entitled to 
| executing that law. Attempts have been made || argue the point. ee 
to violate that law in the State of Georgia; simi- he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman !s entitled 
lar attempts have been made, without a doubt, in 

| 

| 











ue 





to ten minutes, if the gentlemran from Mississip?! 
other States of the Union. 


(Mr. MeRae] gives way to him. 
Mr. a" The gentleman’s speech is Mr. McRAE. I yield to the gentleman from 
not in order. 


South Carolina. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will get through in a || Mr. MILES. I contend that my amendments 

very few minutes. If it is the intention of this || strictly in order. It certainly is as much 1 order 
House to enferce the laws of this land, the Pres- 


as the last section of the bill as reported by ‘he 
ident of the United States is entitled to have a 


Committee of Ways and Means. That last se 
sufficient amount from the Treasury to enable || tion makes an appropriation for a purpos® PP 
him to enforee them. 


cisely similar to that for which the appropriation 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order upon 
the question before the House. 


of $75,000 was made in a bill at the last sess?" 
The question was upon the motion of Mr. Suer- 


of Congress. That $75,000 was to pay the ex 
MAN to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 


penses in the case of the Echo Africans. | — 
claim of the marshal is certainly, upon the face 
state of the Union; and that debate be closed upen 


it, one of those expenses. His claim has been 


ee 
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recognized by several Secretaries with whom he 
was brought into contact in the transaction of 
business connected with his office. — 

My amendment Is simply to authorize the pay- 
ment of his compensation in taat case, provided 
the Attorney General, the legal adviser of this 
Government, thinks that he 1s entitled to it. I 
cannot, for the life of me, see how any one can 
conceive that this amendment is not in order. It 
proposes no new legislation, as was stated yes- 
terday. it notonly proposes no new legislation, 
but it does not propose any new appropriation— 
nota dollar. The appropriation of $75,000, made 
last year, has not yet been expended. There is 
much more of it left than will be required te pay 
this claim, provided the Attorney General determ- 
ines that it ought to be paid. 

| cannot understand at all the ground upon 
which my amendment is ruled out of order, while 
the last seetion of the bill, to which the amend- 
ment is entirely germane, is ruled to be in order. 
| donot desire to enlarge upon this point, because, 
| most frankly say, that it is so fair, plain, and 
palpably right, that I am ata loss to understand 
ihe arguments which can be brought against it. 
| would prefer to, hear some arguments against it, 
and reply to them, than to attempt to say more 
in favor of so plain a proposition. 

Mr. BARR. IL call for the reading of the last 
clause of the bill, to which this amendment is 
offered. 

The clause was read, as follows: 

To enable the President of the United States to carry 
{nto effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, and any 
subsequent acts now in torce for the suppression of the 
slave trade, $40,000. ; 

The question being, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ 

The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers; and ap- 
pointed Messrs. GartReLL and Corwin. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-five; noes not counted. 

So the i of the Chair was sustained as 
the judgment of the committee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. _L now desire to renew an 
amendment which I offered last evening, and with- 
drew temporarily, to enable the gentleman from 
South Carolina to submit his amendment, 

Mr. McRAE. | would inquire of the Chairif he 
considers that | have yielded the floor entirely ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs pardon 
of the gentleman from Mississippi; he 1s entitled 
to the floor for the balance of the ten minutes. 

Mr. McRAE. How much time have I got? 

The CHAIRMAN. Two minutes and a half. 
{Laughter. ] 

Mr.McRAE. During those two minutes, I 
wish to express my deep-felt obligations to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
for putting the gag upon me in this debate. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Lowe the genteman a kind 
of apology, and | will make it now if he will.allow 
me, 


me 

Mr, McRAE. I think that, as a matter of 
courtesy due to the gentleman from me, I should 
make my acknowledgments to him for it; and I 
now beg formally todo it. (Laughter.] ., 

Mr. SHERMAN, I spoke to the gentleman 
from Mississippi last night about the time at which 
the debate should terminate. He said that hé de- 
sired but a few minutes. I looked for him this 
morning, before | made the motion to close de- 

te, but could not. find him, and I therefore put 
the time at ten minutes; but as he had the floor, 
and had no right to deprive -him of it, I trust 
me committee will show him the courtesy of al- 
owing him to speak for ten minutes, if that time 
will suithim. [Cries of ** Thatis mght!’’} 

Rp CHAIRMAN. If. there is no objection, 
‘he gentleman from Mississippi will be allowed 
0 froveed for ten minutes. 

No objection was made. 

: Mr. McRAE, Mr. Chairman, I certainly, 
rv return my acknowledgments sincerely to 

° chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means for the courtesy which he has shown me. 
ey are now due. 
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I had, sir,asI said to thegentleman, a very few 
words to say upon this subject, and of course, as 
I am confined to ten minutes, | shall not have an 
opportunity to say what I would say if time were 
given tome. The main point, however, which I 
wish to make is this: I wish to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means the ques- 
tion which | asked him yesterday, and which he 
did not answer. I wish to ask him upon what es- 
timates or specifications this appropriation of 
I want to know that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Does the gentleman want 
an answer? 

Mr. McRAE._ Ido. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The estimate was made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and sent to the 
Committee of Ways ar’ Means in the annual es- 


| timates. The gentlemax will find it in the printed 
| book of estimates, on page 46, I think. 


| 
| 
| 


| the estimate of $40,000, I suppose he had some 


Mr. McRAE. Are there any specifications 
made, or is it a general estimate of $40,000? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is just a general estimate, 
like the other estimates in that book. There are 
no specifications. 

Mr. McRAE. Then the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means cannot state that there 
is any particular thing within his knowledge which 
renders it necessary to make this appropriation 
outside of the fact that it isin the estimates? 

Mr. SHERMAN. From the character of the 
service, it is utterly impossible to make detailed 
estimates, because it cannot be told beforehand 
how many slaves or slavers will be captured during 
the next fiscal year; but if any of this amountis not 
needed, of course it will remain in the Treasury. 

Mr. McRAE. Does the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means know how many sla- 
vers.are now out, and from what quarters they 
are out? [Laughter.] 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
Secretary of State, who no doubtcan make a bet- 
ter itemized statement thanI can. As he made 


data to go upon. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, the Committee 
of Ways and Means, or their chairman, ought to 
have obtained the information from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, so as to have been able to com- 
municate it to this House.. He comes here now 
and asks an appropriation of $40,000, and admits 
the fact that he does not know for what purpose 
one dollar of it is to be expended. 

Now, the gentleman does not know that there 
isaslaverout. I do not know either; but if there 
are any out, I presume they have gone out from 


some of the northern ports, and the northern peo- | 


ple are responsible for it; and | want to know if 
this appropriation is to be used to keep them back? 
[ will now yield the floor to my friend from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Bonnam,} as 
nity to discuss this question. ‘ 

Mr. BONHAM. By the leave of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, I desire, just at this point, 
to cali the attention of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to the fact that there 
has been no such appropriation as this asked 
for 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that the general debate is now closed. 

Mr, BONHAM. 
the geiitleman from Mississippi. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Mississippi yields to the gentleman, he can pro- 
ceed. 


Mr. McRAE, 





I yield the balance of my time 
to the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. BONHAM. This appropriation is asked 
for this year; and we are not told that it is required 
to carry out the purpose for which the appropri- 
ation was made last year. Was the $75,000 then 
appropriated insufficient for the object in view? 
If so, we shall be glad to know it; and I hope the 
honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, before he forces this bill through the 
House, will ascertain from the Secretary of the 
Treasary what it is intended for. I have put 
myself to the trouble this morning—though I have 


I refer the gentleman to the | 


have no opporta- | 
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| not had time.to prosecute the inquiry as far asl 
| desire—to ascertain if such appropriations have 
| ever been called for; and I now make the asser- 
| tion that, from 1846 up to last year, such an esti- 
mate has not been made, unless it wasin 1850-5]. 
{ could not find the estimates for that year, For 
twelve sein such an estimate has not been made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury; and I think, if 
| gentlemen will investigate the subject, they will 
find that such an estimate never has been made 
but at the time when Mr. Monroe sent in his 
special message, asking the views of Congress as 
to the sending back of certain Africans, 

Mr SHERMAN, I have a statement here 
' showing the appropriations that have been made 
| for this purpose, commencing in 1819. It is as 
| follows: 
| Appropriations made by Congress for expenses under acts 
| of Congress for. suppression of slave trade. 
| Mar. 3,1819. To carry act of 1819 into effect... .g100,000 00 


3, 1823. do. Ge x00 6 daepaees 50,000 00 
14, 1826. For the agency on the coast of 
Africa, tor receiving the ne- 
groes, mulattoes, and persons 
of color, delivered from on 
board vessels seized in the 
rosecution of the slave trade 
y commanders of the United 
States armed vessels......... 2,000 00 
2, 1827. For the agency on the coast of 
Africa, and expenses of sup- 
porting in the United States, 
and transporting to. the coast 
of Africa, those persons who 
have been released, and sub- 
ject to be transported by the 
Sct OF 1619 6... deh 36,710 00 
For arrearages prior to the Ist 
Jantlary, 1827 .....-e5. » eades 20,000 0D 
May 24, 1828. ‘To carry act of 1819 into effect..... 30,000 00 
31, 1830. Unexpended balance of $30,000 
unappropriated. 
Mar. 2,1831. To earry into effect act of 1819, 
including the support in the 
United States, and for a term 
not exceeding six months after 
their arrival in Africa, of all 
persons removed from the Uni- 
ted States under the said act.. 10,000 00 
Feb. 20, 1833. do. do. OO cokes 5,000 00 
Jan. 24, 1834. do. do. @0..5682. 5,000 00 
| Mar. 3, 1837. do. do. do.....5 + 41,413 57 
| Aug. 4, 1841, do. do. re + 10,543 42 
| Aug. 18, 1856. To carry into effect the act of 
WOOT os cevccocctushomeste sens 8,000 00 
Mar. 3, 1857. do do. Orv osiees 8,000 00 
Mar. 3, 1859, do. do. dO... 00s 75,000 00 
$401 666 99 
PECME BOLO, WO TOTES o5c cgccccccecVevcecaue ees $310,666 99 
2B5G, IGSTy LSE... cc vccccccdivvevedescseve 91,000 00 
$401,666 99 


Mr. BONHAM. I think the gentleman is mis- 
taken as to 1856-57. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I have the amount here for 
1856-57; under the bill of August 18, $8,000. 

Mr. BONHAM. It is not in the estimates. I 
am speaking of the estimates, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not know about the 
estimates. 

Mr. BONHAM. I understood the gentleman 
to say yesterday, that this appropriation was esti- 
mated for according to practice. I could not go 
back further than 1846; but the gentleman will 
not find any such estimate since that’year unless, 
indeed, in 1850-51. 

Mr. SHERMAN. These were special esti- 
mates made by the Secretary of State. 

Mr. BONHAM. Ido not question the correct- 
ness of the statement which the gentleman has 
presented, but I would like to know whether an 
appropriation has ever been asked for except 
| when there were Africans in this country who 

had been captured from slavers? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot state unde? what 
particular circumstances every one of these appro- 
priations has been called for. I only know that 
they have been granted upon the estimates of the 
Secretary of State, from year to year. 

Mr. JONES. I move to amend by adding at 
the end of the bill, as follows: 


Provided, No of said 000 shall be applied towards 
the education a salneutinse of the Echo Africaus in 
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Liberia: nd provided further, That the same amount be | 
placed at the disposal of the President for the faithful exe- || 
cution of the act of Congress in reference to the rendition | 
of fugitive slaves. 1} 
Mr. Chairman, I rise, sir, not for the purpose | 
of discussing the propriety or the impropriety of 
this law in reference to the suppression of the 
slave trade. TI wish to be distinctly understood, 
that whether this law be right or wrong, I am in 
favor of its faithful enforcement so long as it re- 
mains on the statute-book. And if this $40,000 
shall be actually needed for this purpose, and 
called for by the President, it ought to be given. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, however, is so indefinite in his statements || 
and estimates upon which this appropriation is || 
based, I confess I have some doubts as to the pro- 
priety of this legislation. My mind is inclined 
against this prospective legislation, taking it for 
granted that there will be violations of the law. 
It strikes me it will be time enough to make this | 
appropriation when we find it shall be actually | 
nevded. We have just as much right to presume | 
there will be violations of the fugitive slave law, | 
and ask for $40,000 to carry this law into effect. | 
And for this reason, { offer this amendment, pro- | 
viding that no part of this‘moncey shall be used | 
for the education and maintenance of the Echo | 
Africans in Liberia; and that the same amount || 
called for to execute this law for the suppression 
of the slave trade, shall also be placed at the dis- 
vosal of the Executive to enforce the fugitive slave 
fae. The enforcement of the one is as necessary 


as the other, and I hope this amendment will be | 


adopted, 

Mr. REAGAN. 
Government provides for the educating these Afri- | 
cans, and therefore there is no necessity for the 
passage of the amendment. 

Mr. BONHAM. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgian whether such is the fact? 

Mr. JONES. The word education, I believe, 
is used in the message which the President sent | 
to this House 6n this subject. 

Mr. REAGAN. The President may have, in 
his message, recommended that these Africans 
should be educated at the expense of the Govern- | 
ment; but there is no provision of law, that I | 
have ever heard of, for their education. | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to state this fact: | 
under the eighth article of the Ashburton treaty, a | 
squadron was placed on the coast of Africa for the | 
suppression of the slave trade, which is how main | 
tained there at an expense of nearly a million | 
dollars per annum, certainly at a cost of $800,000, 
which, { think, is the, amount stated in the last 

i 


I do notunderstand that this | 


report of the State Department upon the subject. 
Get now, sir, withoutany reason being assigned 
for it, we are asked to appropriate $40,000 more 
to enforce the laws against the African slave trade. 
1 admit that this slave trade has not been sup- 
pressed, and it will not be suppressed. It is still 
carried on, and it will continue to be carried on 
until a check can be put upon Yankee avarice and 
Yankee eupidity, for it is their ships which are 
engaged in carrying iton. So faras I know, but 
in a single instance has a southern vessel been 
detected tn that trade. It is carried on by vessels 
from northern ports and manned by northerners. 
This isa fact which I desired to state in addition 
to the remarks made by the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 
Mr. REAGAN. I make the question of order 
that this amendment is not germane to the bill. 
It has no referenee to the subject of it, and it is an 
unnecessary obstruction u 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
the question of order raised by the gentleman 
from ‘Texas comés too late. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD, I now renew the amend- 
ment offered by me yesterday, which was with- 
drawn temporarily at the request of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Mixgs,] for the 
purpose of allowing him to introduce a matter 
which has been disposed of. I move to,amend by 
adding at the end of the bill the following: 


Provided, That the sum of $150,000, for 
runting and marking the lines between the Un ted States 
and British possessions bounding Washington Territory, 
shail be so expended as to put an end to the work. 


The amendmen: was adopted. 


Mr. SHERMAN, I move to lay aside the bill, 
to be reported to the House. 


n the appropriation. | 


ge 
——— ee ——— a 





Mr. MILES. I desire to offer a modification 
of my amendment, which has been decided to be 
out of order. 1 understand that there were some 
particular words left out of the other amendment, 
which induced some gentlemen to vote in favor 
of sustaining the decision of the Chair. This 
proposed application is in accordance with exist- 
ing law, and I am certain that it is in order. 

‘Mr. GROW. I rise toa pointof order. There 
is no amendment pending upen which any re- 
marks can be predicated. 


Mr. MILES. I propose to offer an amend- 


| ment. 


Mr. GROW. What I want is, that the gen- 
tleman shall offer his amendment in advance, so 


_ that we may understand upon what his remarks 


are predicated, 


Mr. MILES. I move to amend by adding at 


the end of the bill as follows: 
And that the Secretary of State be directed to pay, out 


made for expenses in the case of the Eeho Africans, in 
the consular and diplomatic act passed at the last session 
of Congress, the amount claimed as compensation for his 
services in said case, by the United States marshal for the 
district ot South Carolina: Provided, That, in the opinion of 


| the Attorney General of the United States, the said mar- 


shal is entitled to receive the same, and that the expendi- 
ture thereof is authorized by any existing law. 

Mr: WASHBURN, of Maine. I make the 
point of order that the amendment is out of order 
for several] reasons. 
son thr tit is substantially a private bill, and be- 
cause it is independent legislation upon an appro- 
priation bill. 


|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
| pointoforderraised by the gentleman from Maine, 


upon the same grounds on which he decided the 
, amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
| lina, offered yesterday, which was substantially 
| the same, out of order: on the ground that it is 
not in order to incorporate a private claim in an 
appropriation bill. 
fr. MILES. 
| decision of the Chair, especially when so large a 
| majority of the House, a short time ago, voted to 





I dislike to appeal from the 


| sustain his decision; but, sir, I consider that the 


| modification which I have made brings the amend- 


| ment clearly within the rules of order. 1 do not 
| consider it as new legislation at all; nor do I con- 
sider it as a private claim. We last year appro- 
priated a certain sum of money for certain pur- 
| poses. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. 
The appeal is not debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is hearing the 
gentleman from South Carolina by the indulgence 
of the committee. The Chair is desirous of being 
enlightened upon the question of order, if the com- 
mittee will indulge the gentleman. 

Mr. MILES. If gentlemen will not listen to 
me,I simply submit the appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. McRAE. I wish to put a question to the 
Chair. As the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means cannot state a single item of 
those going to make up this $40,000, I would like 
to know whether, if it so happens that this claim 
which is presented by the genteman from South 
Carolina EMr. Mixes} is a part of that¢40,000, the 
last section of the bill is then in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not under- 
take to rule upon the last section of the bill. The 

uestion now is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. McRAE. Then the Chair declines to de- 
cide whether the last section is in order, if this 
claim is included in that $40,000 provision? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided on 
the amendment of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina. From that decision the gentleman has 
taken an appeal. 

Mr. McRAE. Then, the Chairdeclines to give 
a decision on the point I have made? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair declines to give 
an opinion on that subject at this time. 





the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. BONHAM. Mr. Chairman, is it now in 
order to move to strike out the last section? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order. 

Mr. BONHAM. Then I submit that motion. 
oo —— - oe pot been 

to the paragraph whi e from 

South Carolina moves to strike wa: ‘ 


| 
of any unexpended balance of the appropriation of $75,000 | 


It isnot in order, forthe rea- | 


The question was taken; and the decision of 
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erate 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes, an amen 


dment has 


been adopted, on the motion of the gentleman froin 


Tennessee, (Mr. Maynarp,) limitine the ay, 
priation for the Washington Territory hele 
survey. my 
Mr. BONHAM. My motion is to Strike ou 
the pmragraph as it stood before that amend, si 
was attached to. it. _— 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Have we . 
passed from that second section ? : 
TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks nos \,,, 
that the last section of the bill is now before th 
cen mittee. - 
Mr. BONHAM. I do not propose to interfor. 
with the amendment of the gentleman from Ten, 
nessee. | move to strike out these words: 
; “To enable the President of the United States tp Carry 
into effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, and any 
subsequent acts now in force for the suppression of 4. 
slave trade, $40,000.”" a 
Mr. SHERMAN. [ rise to a point of opoy 
] insist that the committee have passed from this 
rt of the bill; that, as a new section hag boon 
added to the bill, it is now too late to go back ang 
move to strike out the words indicated by the 
gentleman from South Carolina. - 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Such a mo. 
tion, under the circumstances, is utterly unprece. 
dented. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules th» 
point of order. The whole of the last section of 
the bill is before the committee for amendment. 
We have not passed from that section. If yw» 
had, then there would be nothing before the com. 
mittee. So long as any member proposes to of- 
fer an amendment, that part of the bill is before 
the committee. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I make the 
point of order that the amendment is not ger- 
mane. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 





the amendment is germane, and therefore over- 
rules the point of order of the gentleman from 
Maine. : 

Mr. BONHAM. Mr. Chairman,I have in my 


| hand the memorandum furnished the Clerk by the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
My investigation went back no further than 1846, 
and | found no estimates, except for the last year, 
for the purpose now contemplated. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to apoint 
of order. ‘The second section has been passed. 
Independent legislation in reference to the north- 
western boundary survey was received. That 
could not have been received or acted upon until 
we had passed from the second section. Having 
passed from the second section and having — 
this new and independent legislation, which, | 
grant, was not in order, and could not have been 
received if it had been objected to, this amend- 
ment, I hold, is net now in order, not being ger- 
mane to what is before the committee; to wit, the 
amendment adopted on motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Maine 
renews his point of order upon the ground that, 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Mayrnarp] having been adopted, it becomes 
a part of the last section now before the commtt- 
tee, and that the motion of the gentleman from 
South Carolina is not germane to that amendmen. 

Mr. BRANCH. A motion to strike out would 
not be in order pending a motion to amend. 

Mr. BONHAM. I have only five minutes, and 
I hope that I will not be further interrupted. | am 
sorry, sir, to see the gentlemen on the other sie 
so sensitive on this subject. ‘The first appropr': 
tition was for $50,000, passed to carry the law of 
1819 into execution. That was rendered neces- 
sary because immediately after the ree of = 
act, certain slaves had been captured by the Unite 
States authorities, The subsequent appropr* 
tions were much smaller. They wentdown so low 
as $5,000, in 1856. Of late or they have not 
been more in any year than $10,000. ‘The appre” 
priation for 1845 was $10,000, and then approp' 
ations ceased for fourteen years. What necess!') 
exists now for this appropriation which did n°! 
exist during those fourteen yéars? Why are ¥* 
asked to appropriate $40,000 at this time, when © 
reason for it is given? 1 trust that this House 
does not’ mean to squander the public — 
withoat knowing to what purpose it is to be 
voted. 
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lc is said, sir, that this appropriation is neces- 


sary to execute the law of 1819. Letthat law be | 


xeeuted; but what I want to know is, why itis 


oa that law into effect? That law, as I under- 
stand, provides for its own execution. It author- 
izes payment to the officers and crew, as well as 
+» the informers. We are not informed by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether one dollar of this amount is needed, nor 
are we informed how itis needed. I hope, then, 
that my motion to strike out will be adopted by 
hee ittec. 
tit. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, I think that 
there is an undue sensitiveness on this subject. 
This appropriation of $40,000 may be a very need- 
fyl one; and if so, then no injury 1s done in pass- 
ing it; and it may bea very unnecessary one; and 
$0, 
saa will remain unexpended; and after the ex- 
piration of a few years it will revert to the Treas- 


u 


by the act of 1819, certain 


to the coast of Africa any oh ae negroes that 
may be taken from slave vesse 


President is required to return them to the coast 
of Africa. He ought to have some fund at his 
command out of which to meet the expense thus 
incurred. A want of appropriation was felt last 
year, when the President was obliged to make a 
contract with the Colonization Society, dependent 
upon a future appropriation by Congress. If you 
require this to be uniform, you must put it in the 
power of the President to discharge it. Sir, there 
is nota Department of the Government for whose 
convenience contingent appropriations are not 
made. 

We have to appropriate contingent sums for 
the Treasury Department, for the State Depart- 
ment, for the War Department; and out of these 
contingent appropriations such expenses are de- 
frayed. This is appropriately one of the contin- 
gent appropriations for the executive department, 
or the department of the President. If vessels 
are captured with slaves on board, the President 


will need the money; and he ought to have it, to | 


enable him to perform the duty imposed upon him 
by Congress. If no captures are made, the mone 
will remain in the Treasury; there is no expendi- 
ture, no squandering of the public money at all. 
But we should at all times provide the President 
with the means of executing the solemn dutics 
devolved upon him by act of Congress. 


Mr. BONHAM. 


to 1852? I believe the gentleman was a member 
of this House then. 

Mr.MILLSON Because it wasnotasked for, 
I presume. And the mischievous consequences 
of not asking for it were felt last year; and it be- 


came the duty of the President to send a special || 


message to Congress to obtain the passage of a 
special appropriation, to enable him to defray the 


expenses which, by the act of 1819, it became his || 


duty to meet. 


Mr. HILL. I move to strike out the appro- 
priation of $40,000; and I do this to enable me to 


obtain some information from the chairman of the | 


Committee of Ways and Means. I will ask: him 
this question: docs he know of any special ser- 
vice to which this fund is to be appropriated; or 
‘sit merely to be provided as a contingent fund 
‘o meet such cases as those referred to by ‘the 
gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Muusow?) If, 


for example, there should be a capture of ne- | 


groes by any vessel of war of the United States, 
and those negroes were brought into an American 
port, do T understand that this fund is to remain 
inact for that purpose; or is it to be used for 
Secretservice money by our naval officers, to enable 
theta to interfere with the trade upon the coast of 
Africa or elsewhere ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itisa mere contingent fund, 
laced, by the law of 1819, at the service of the 

resident, to pay certain expenses defined by law, 
el out of the suppression of the slave trade. 
‘(may be that none of this.money will be used; 
‘may be that more will be needed. tote 
a: HILL. 1 understand, then, that if there 

ould be no capture made of slaves, there would 





ssary to appropriate $40,000 at this time to | 


not a dollar will be squandered, for the | 


ry. : eich cide | | 
The plain object of the appropriation is this: | 
uties are imposed || 
unon the President. It is made his duty to return | 


s. If these negroes || 
ghould be captured and brought to the United | 
Siaics by the ships of war, as they must be, the | 


would ask the gentleman | 
why was not this amount appropriated from 1846 || 


|| be no expenditure of this appropriation. I will 
|| withdraw my amendment. 

The question was upon the amendmentof Mr. 
Bonnam; which was not agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN moved that the consular and 


reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it be passed. 


The motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the committee 
| took up and proceeded to consider House bill No. 
215, being a bill making appropriations for the 


| department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 

|| with various Indian tribes, for the year ending 
June 30, 1861. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It is known that the gen- 

tleman from Alabama [Mr. Curry] has the Ross 

| for to-day. And I would suggest to the chair- 


he will allow this bill to be lajd aside, and per- 
mit the President’s message to be taken up, so as 
to allow the gentleman from Alabama to go on 
| with his remarks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways 


and Means have instructed me to report but one 


|| to carry out existing laws. 
bill then. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
read the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The reading of the bill can 
| be dispensed with. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, It would be necessary to 
read the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would ask that the read- 
| ing of the bill be dispensed with; and I will 
submit the only amendment I am instructed to 
offer. 

Mr. BRANCH. That would be not to read 
the bill by paragraphs at all, and I cannot consent 
| to that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then let the bill be read, 
and at three o’clock, if we have not concluded its 
consideration, we can Jay it aside. 

The CHAIRMAN. nder the rule, the bill 
will be read the second time by sections, foramend- 
ment. The Chair wedende the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Suermay] that thisis a regular appro- 
priation bill, and confined strictly to appropria- 
tions to carry out existing laws 

Mr. GROW. The bill,can be read by clauses, 
and if no amendment is made to it, it can be dis- 
posed of in half an hour. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Very well; with the un- 
derstanding that the gentleman from Alabama 
{Mr. Curry] will have the floor at three o’clock, 
| 1 will ask nothing more. 
| The reading of the bill was then proceeded with 
|, until the Clerk had reached the following clause: 
| For presents to Indians, $5,000. 


|| Mr. MAYNARD. I would Bke to ask the 


We can adopt the 


It will take an hour to 


|| are prescribed by acts of Congress, by what act 
of Congress this appropriation of $5,000 is recom- 
mended ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Those are some items pre- 
scribed by treaty stipulations. 

Mr. MAYNARD. What treaty stipulation 
calls for this appropriation ? 

Mr. SHERM, 
in California, we endeavor to treat them the same 
without treaties as we do other tribes with whom 
we have made treaties. The appropriations for 
the Indian service in California are made without 
treaties. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That is the reason I wished 
to ask the gentleman the question whether this is 
for some general secret-service fund, to be used 
by the Indian bureauat their discretion, or whether 
| it is to be bestowed upon some particular tribe of 
| Indians. 

The reading of the bill was proceeded witha 
few lines further, when 

Mr. STOUT offered the following amendment, 
to come in after line twenty in the printed bill: 
|. Provided, That, in the State of Oregon and the Terri- 


| tory of Washington, the superintendent shall be allowed a 
| salary of $3,500 per annum ; and each of the Indian agents 











in said State and Territory shall be allowed $2,500 per an- 
num; aad the several sub-Indian agents in the said State 
and Territory shall be allowed $1,500 per annum. 


| current and contingent expenses of the Indian | 


chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, | 
| who states that this bill is made up of sums .that 


AN... As to the tribes of Indians 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means that || 


amendment to this bill, The bill proposes merely || 
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diplomatic appropriation bill be laid aside, to be || 





cee 


Mr. SHERMAN, I object to this amendment. 
It is not in order to offer such an amendment to 
that portion of the bill, as we have passed by that 
portion of it. 

The amendment was ruled to be out of order. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I move to 
amend the bill by inserting, after line fifty-three, 
the following: 

For making treaties with the Indian tribes of Wash- 
ington Territory, not included within existing treaty stipu- 
lations, $10,000. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ object to the amendment. 
It is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, and rules owt:the amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move to strike out 
a part of the bill making appropriations provided 
for by another bill. I move to strike out all from 
line eight hundred and sixty-one to line eleven 
hundred and sixty-seven. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I desire to 
say a word in reference to that amendment. The 
portion of the bill which the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways.and Means proposes to strike 
out contains appropriations according to the reg- 
ular estimates for the Indian department, and are 
required to carry out treaties. They are to pay 
the second installments of a'treaty. If these ap- 
propriations are not made now, there will be a 
deficiency in that department another season, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It is now three o’elock; 
and it was agreed that at this hpur the gentleman 
oo Alabama (Mr. Curry] should oecupy the 

oor. 
The CHAIRMAN. That was the understand- 

of the committee. 

fr. MAYNARD. I suppose the gentleman 
from Washington will be entitled to the fluor when 
the committee resumes this bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN. He will be. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to lay asitle this bill, 
and resume the consideration of the President’s 
message. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The CHAIRMAN. Upon the President’s mes- 
sage, the gentleman from Alabama is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. CURRY. Mr. Chairman, none of the opin- 
ions I shall utter will probably meet the approba- 
tion of a majority in this House, but I shall seek 
to challenge confidence, if not concurrence, by the 
manner in which | shall avow and discuss them. 
Much of what I shall say will not be new to those 
who have studied the questions, but it has been 
said, with much truth, hes it is necessary for each 
generation to discuss anew the great problems, of 
human speculation, which continually come back, 
after certain intervals, for reéxamination, 

Scarce a speech has been made or anessay writ- 
ten, for ten years, against slavery, in which the 
opinions of the carly fathers of the Republic are 
not introduced. These, however, were but mere 
speculations, and were not. ingrafted upon the or- 
ganic law; and actual results are a safer standard 
by which to measure abstract principles. Besides, 
times have changed since this Government was 
first inaugurated as an experiment, not yet satis- 
factorily tested. Then there were but little over 
half a million slaves, and scarce a pound of raw 
cotton exported. In 1784, a vessel containing 
eight bags of cotton was seized at the custom- 
house in Liverpool, on the conviction thatso much 
cotton could not be the growth of America. In 
1787, in the debate on slave representation, in the 
convention that framed the Constitution, Mr. 
Pinckney said: 

** North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, in their 
rice oe had a peculiar interest which might be sac- 
rificed.’ 

Cotton was not mentioned, forin that year there 
were but one hundred and eight balésghipped from 
the United States. Now there are near four million 
slaves, worth $3,500,000,000; and ofsouthern prod- 
ucts, there were exported last year ,000, 
and those exports enter materially into the com- 
forts, necessities, and luxuries of the world. Last 
year the cotton crop of the South was near four 
million two hundred and fifty thousand bales; 
eee neste worth was exported. Bain, in his 

istory of Cotton Manufacture, says: 


* itis im ble to estimate the advantage to the bulk of 
the people from the wonderful eheapness of cotton goods.” 
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And— 
“The peasant’s cottage may, at this day, with good man- 

agement, have as hanasome furniture for beds, windows, 

and tables, as the house of a substantial tradesman sixty 
years since.”’ 

African slavery is now a great fact—a political, 
social, industrial, humanitarian fact. Its chief | 
product is king, and freights northern vessels, | 
drives northern machinery, feeds northern labor- 
ers, and clothes the entire population. North- 
ern no less than southern capital and labor are de- 
pendent in great degree upon it, and these results 
were wholly unanticipated by the good men who 
are so industriously paraded as clouds of witnesses 
against the institution. 

Slavery has altered, and men’s opinions have 
altered, Itis now of tremendous significance and 
consequence. The interests associated with and | 
dependent upon it are too momentous for ito be | 
treated as an idle thing—made the football of pol- | 
iticians and fanatics, and its existence and secu- 
rity imperiled by rash counsels and rasher action. 
Involving and comprehending so much; being the 
source of wealth and power and greatness; con- 
tributing so abundantly to civilization and human- 
ity, ia it unreasonable that the South should de- 
mand its extension and protection, and exhibit 


sensitiveness at the threat to surround her ** with || 


a cordon of free territory, and to compel slavery, | 
like a serpent in a ring of fire, to sting itself to 
death;’’ 

The North has demanded expansion; and is 
now so urgent in getting rid of a superabundant 
populauon as to demand that the Government 
shall gratuitously provide free homes as an in- | 
ducement to emigration, But for an outlet, sub- | 
sistence would have pressed close on the heels of | 
production, and there would have been that irre- | 
pressible conflict between capital and labor which | 
excites so much apprehension among reflecting | 
men,and of the disastrous harvest of which New 
England,is now reaping the “first fruits’’ in the 
aie at Lynn, Natick, Marblehead, and other 
neighboring towns. To deny future expansion to 
the South, is cither cold, ferocious, malevolent 





system is not subject to the same evils which 
afflict or threaten the more populous North. The 
South needs expansion, now or hereafter. The 
right, the liberty, must not be gainsaid or_re- | 
stricted. We legislate for thefuture. <A deéade, 
a century, may be buta span ina nation’s history. 
He wa oo statesman, and worse philanthropist, 
who will do nothing for posterity because pos- 
terity has done nothing or him. Keeping the 
slaves, increasing rapidly, within circumscribed 
limits, while the whites diminish by emigration, 
is the inexorable effect or purpose of the merciless 
polity which denies to us expansion. The nu- 
merical ascendency of the blacks, or the vast dis- 
proportion of the races, with the exhaustion of the 
productive capabilities of the soil, will render 
emancipation certain, or slavery unprofitable, or 
the destruction of the white race probable, or the 
establishment of another Jamaica but a question 
of time; where, according to a late English work, 
(Trollope’s,) there are three baaiired thousand 
blacks, seventy thousand colored people, and only 
fifteen thousand whites; and the African breed, 
through the parliamentary system and the electoral 
franchise, has the control of the Government. 

This normal law of national being, this neces- 
sity of growth, must find development, if possi- 
ble, in the limits of the Union. For years, the 
action of the General Government denied or qual- 
ified this essential right, and prohibited to the 
South that equality of condition, without which 
the Government could not and ought not to have 
been established. Mr. Webster, who was ostra- 
cized for not keeping pace with the precipitate 
tread of anti-slaveryism, said, in 1847: 

** We should take the first, last, and every occasion which 
offers, to v extension of slavery.’” 

And in 1848: 

*T shall oppose all such extension, at all times and under 
all circumstances, even against all inducements ; — 
ali limitations of great interests ; against all ; 
aguinst all compromises.’ 

The Republican party, so powerful and well 
disciplined, harmonizes to-day solely in its advo- 
cacy ofthis one controlling, overmastering dogma. 

All ** territory,’’ outside the limits of a sover- 
eign State, * belonging to the United States,” is 
common p y, and every citizen has equal 
rightsinandtoit It wasacquired by the Federal | 


cruelty, or it is a significant concession that our 





BC 


Government for the common benefit of the States | 


united. It is held by the Government, acting as 
the agent of the people of the several States, for 
their common use. The universal conviction at 


unmolested, with our slaves, to any Sener be- 
longing to the United States. Sewarp and the 

Republicans say, ‘‘No; Congress, by positive 

legislation, must exclude us.’ 

in the North, some of whom act with a more 
healthy organization than the Republican, say, 

**No; the Territorial Legislature, may lawfully 

exclude us”’—only a question about the mode of 

exclusion, which is to be accomplished by either 
| process. In one event, we are to be killed by the 
congressional garrote; in the other, by the more 
stealthy process of territorial poison. Bear with 
me, while to both I endeavor to apply the toach- 
stone of logic. 

The doctrine of congressional exclusion is tersely 
and boldly expressed in the Republican platform, 
which declares that ‘‘the Constitution confers 
upon Congress sovereign power over the Territo- 
ries of the United States for theirgovernment; and 
that, in the exercise of this power, it is both the 
rightand duty of Congress”’ to prohibit slavery in 
the Territories. The powers of the Federal Gov- 
ernment are expressed in the grants of the Con- 
stitution; and, to authorize the exercise of power, 
it is not barely necessary to show the absence of 
prohibition, but an affirmative grant, or a “‘ neces- 


|, sary and proper’’ implication from such affirma- 


tive grant.. What clause warrants the inference 
of such ee power? The unsuccessful search 
of the bird sent out from Noah’s ark typifies the 


|| effort to locate the exact clause which authorizes 


this gigantic claim of sovereignty. As Mr. Clay 
said of the constitutional power to incorporate a 
national bank, itis a vagrant power. Mr. Curtis, 
_in his argument in the Dred Scott case, had been 
_ called upon by the opposing counsel to point out 
the precise clause on which he based the power 
of Congress, and not to support an assertion of the 
power by citing the Constitution passim. * Their 
ceall,’’ said Mr. Curtis, “* shall be answered. I give 
| them notice that my argument will be confined to 
the third section of the fourth article.”* And in his 
| elaborate argument, as well as in his recent able 
_ pamphlet, he confined himself to that clause. Mr. 
Sanna’ in his review of the Dred Scott decision, 
| scornfully repudiated the idea that that clause con- 
tained any such substantive power; and asserts 
| that the Territories, as political entities, are never 
once mentioned in the Soliatinusiod. and the word 
_ “territory” occurring but once, and that as prop- 
| erty, assimilates to other property—as land, in 
fact; and as a thing to be ** disposed of—to be 
sold.” 
| Most usually, however, the advocates of this 
| power agree with Mr. Curtis and the distinguished 
| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin, ] and base the 
| assumption upon the power of Congress “ to dis- 
| pose of and make all needful rules and regula- 
| tions respecting the territory or other property 
| belonging to the United States.’’ This clause was 
adopted without debate in the convention; and, 
says Judge Campbell, ‘‘ was demanded by the ex- 
igencies of an exhausted Treasury, and a disor- 
dered finance, for relief by sales, and the prepara- 
tion for sales, of the public lands.”’ It was little 
imagined that there was lurking under this appar- 
ently innocent verbiage a supremacy in Congress 
over the territory nearly equal to that claimed by 
the British Parliament over the colonies; and that 
Congress, when it exercised jurisdiction over this 
— property, could launch out into the shore- 
ess, starless sea of discretion, determining the 
rights and disabilities of inhabitants, and dis- 
franchising whole communities of their property- 
rights. It is an assertion of the power to create 
and establish the social and political system of 
every new State; and hence the action of the Re- 
publican Legislatures of Ohio, Vermont, Connect- 
icut, &c., instructing their members of Congress 
to vote against the admission of new States into 
| the Union, thus concurring in the recommenda- 
tion of the Hartford convention, to curtail the 
slave power by preventing the admission of any 
more slave States. 
In this clause, “ territory or other property”’ is 





the subject, the corpus of the grant. The power 
| given 2 to make needful rules and ions for 
| property of the United States. mostcom- 


mon analysis of the phreseolugy shows that 
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the South is, that we have the right to emigrate || 


| 








_ ings, was entirely unnecessary. 











is spoken of as one of the kina... 
: If it be a general, absolute, unin . 
sovereign grant of legislative authority ove a 
propery: the other clause in the Constitution ithe 
ing exclusive legislation over the seat of ae 
ment and places purchased for forts, magazi, rn. 
arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful bea’ 
Itw “dl 
tiveand specificgrant of what was, in Sen 
and comprehensive phrase, elsewhere granted 7" 
the case of the United States vs. Gratiot. ac... 


‘territory ”’ 


‘ as We 
as in the Dred Scott case, the judges say on 
‘theterm ‘territory’ is merely escriptive of on, 


kind of property, and is equivalent to the word 
*land.’’ 

If the construction placed on this clause be « 
rect, and unlimited legislative power be conferred, 
and asubstantive authority for civil government), 
conveyed, the conclusion seems irresistible that 
Congress can exclude slavery from every foot of 
the public domain, whether in Alabama or in Kon. 
sas, whether in the States or in the Territories, Th 
power to ‘*make rules and regulations” g; plies 
as well to territory or other property” in the 
States as in the uninhabited wilderness, Pyoy 
this clause alone does Congress derive the power 
to dispose of the public lands, and this power 
operates in as well as out of the States. Towards 
the common territory, Congress cannotadopt any 
rule which is not common and uniform to eve 
State,and has no rightful power to exclude pro 
erty recognized by the Constitution of the United 
States, or by the constitution and laws of any par- 


ry 


| ticular State. 


The claim 6f sovereign power over the inhabit- 
ants of the soil, as derived from the power to dis- 
pose of the soil, or lands, or territory, is a reénact- 
ment and revival of one of the ‘essential facts 
and constitutive elements of the feudal system.” 


|| That system blended sovereignty with property, 


and attributed to the proprietor of the soil, over 
the inhabitants, almost.all the rights we call soy- 
ereignty, and such as are possessed by the Gov- 
ernment. It ascribed to the possessor of the fief 
all the rights of the patie power; and the pro- 
prietor of the soil could enact laws, impose taxes, 
and render justice. Guizot, in his History of Civ- 
ilization of France, says the feudal regime was 
considered by the mass of the population as an 
enemy to be fought and exterminated at every 
hazard. From its origin to its destruction, from 
its epoch of splendor, and at the period of its deg- 
radation and degay, the feudal system was never 
accepted by the people. The Republican doctrine, 
deduced from the proprietorship of the soil, from 
the possession of real property, is as repugnant to 
all American ideas of personal rights and persona! 
liberty—to the elemental necessity of the consent 
of a people to the existing Government —as feud- 
alism was to France, when whoever struck a blow 
at it had popularity. 

To this claim of sovereign power over the Ter- 
ritories, as derived from any source, I might, as 
against the Republicans, have conclusively inter- 
posed the decision. in the Dred Scott case, wherein 
the act of Congress prohibiting slavery 1 the 
Territory was solemnly adjudged to be unconsti- 
tutional and void. The decision was full and 
proper and essential. So satisfactory and grateful 
was it to the South, there is danger of forgettw; 
one of the old State-rights landmarks. The Su- 
preme Court is not to be regarded as the ulumate 
arbiter for the decision of all constitutional ques- 
tions. Besides the fact, that the judiciary can ony 
take cognizance of technical cases—and there ave 
many political questions that cannot be = 
within its authority—it should never be elevate 
above the sovereign parties to thé Constitution, 
who, as sovereign and independent States, aes 
formed the compact, have the unquestionable - 
to judge of itsinfraction. The judiciary, 9s 
as the executive or-legislature, may usurp Oi” 
gerous arent and is alike subject to the ultima 


ight of judgment by the parties to the Constitt 
ra To use the language of Madison's report: 


t 
« However true it may be, that the judicial departme”! 
is, in-all questions submitted to it by the forms of the CO" 
stitution, to decide in the last resort, this peeer a the 
cessarily be the last in relation to the authorities 0!" 
other d ents of the Government; not in relation 
the rights of the to the constitutional cones hold 
which the judicial, as well as the other deparum the dele- 
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f ord to this decision a higher authority 
Fo “hat claimed for the ordinary current of judi- 


cial decisions, because the court, in this instance, 
‘as made the umpire of the question by express 
vslative enactment; and to its weight as an ad- 
ie eation is superadded the authority of a law, 
Mimitted by its opponents to be not unconstitu- 
wenel. second mode by which exclusion from the 
common property Is to be accomplished, or the 
right of the South to expansion, 1s to be or may 
be defeated, is through the alleged power of a 
Terntorial Legislature. This theory is of recent 
pirth, and is differently explained and limited— 
cometimes not without confusion of ideas and 
misapplication of terms; but its zealous advocates 
ess it, under euphonious and popular names, 
as if, like some quack medicine, with equally at- 
tractive nomenclature, 1t were the never-failing 
catholicon for all the ills that our body-politic is 
heir to. It is an erroneous opinion that this mode 
of exclusion is advocated solely bya fragment of 
the Democratic party at the North. Not an in- 
stance can be cited, since 1850, wherein the Re- 
ublicans or Free Soilers, whatever may have 
been their paper theories,have failed to vote for 
every measure practically carrying itout. During 
the Kansas controversy, various amendments 
were proposed and sustained by the Republicans, 
empowering the Territorial e islature to ex- 
clude slavery, or construing the bill so as to rec- 
ognize this power. I am informed that that party 
in Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and Oregon, 
incorporated this doctrine into their platforms, 
and conducted their political campaigns on that 
issue. Once a Territorial Legislature was re- 
garded as the creature of Congress, limited in its 
powers of legislation, as having no sovereignty, 
and as being Wholly subordinate to the creative 
power. lts action was revisable; and a single 
act of Congress could sweep it out of existence. 
Its power being derivative, it must conform to the 
law of itsbeing; and neither by direction or in- 
direction could it transcend the powers of its 
Federal creator. Latterly, however, territory is 
only common property, if then, until it is organ- 
ized into a territorial government; when, by 
some legerdemain or hocus-pocus, it becomes a 
quasi or absolute sovereign, and is invested with 
the indefeasible right of self-government. If, on 
any subject, the will of the Territory is not su- 
preme, Slavery is not the exception; for the great 
expounder of this new dogma asserts that a 
“Territorial Legislature can lawfully exclude sla- 
very, either by non-action or unfriendly legisla- 
uon.”” This power is variously derived, from the 
alleged inherent power of self-government, exist- 
ing in every distinct political community, and 
from the Kansas-Nebraska bill, as indorsed by 
the Cincinnati platform. To the first derivation, 
| have no answér to make beyond the statement 
that itis in entire consistency with the first great 
experiment of squatter sovereignty—the creation 
of the State of Catifornia, whose admission into 
the Union, under the circumstances, was the most 
unparalleled outrage ever perpetrated on a people 
pretending to be free. To the second source of 
power, I reply that, if found there, the South was 
inost miserably duped in that famous measure for 
silencing agitation. Whatever may have been 
‘te purpose of the framer of that bill—and he says 


in his contribution to Harper, that it was to re-. 


move any obstacle to the free exercise of popular 
sovereignty—it was supported at the South be- 
cause of its repeal of the Missouri restriction, and 
because we thought we had secured a safeguard 
‘ganst territorial unfriendly legislation, by the 
Provision rendering all such legislation subject to 
the Constitution of the United States, and by the. 
further provision giving an appeal to the courts of 
the United States, in all cases where property in 
slaves was involved. If we were mistaken, this 
power toexclude slavery by unfriendly legislation 
—this syenties sovereignty covered up under am- 
‘guous language in the Kansas bill, after the re- 
peal of the Missourri restriction—is but a refined 
imitation of the barbarity of the petty Celtic ty- 
fant, who fed his prisoners on salted food till they 
eagerly for drink, and then let down an 


empt i 
of ate into the dungeon, and left them to die 


A territorial vernment is the creature of Con- 


© ren arinanel and temporary; and itis idle 


itcan usurp authority not con- 














ferred in the act of organization, and exercise 
power beyond the constitutional competency of 
its creator. Any argument drawn from the sup- 
posed analogy between such governments and 
the American colonies is imperfect and illusory, 
| as most analogical reasoning is. According to the 
| British theory, Parliament is omnipotent; and no 
| American statesman has ever claimed over the 
| Territories what has been claimed over the colo-_ 
nies—the power to bind in all cases whatsoever. 

The dependencies are essentially different, and are 
held by a different tenure. The British Govern- 
ment regards the colonial condition as permanent 
and unchangeable. Canada wasa colony one hun- 
dred years ago. She isa colony now. Territorial 
| governments are temporary a 


| 
| 
| 





trol of their domestic policy, save as restrained 
by the limitations of the Constitution and the pur- 
pose of equal enjoyment, for which Congress, as 


guarantees of their freedom from Cpprronye inter- 
ference by the mother country; and also upon rev- 
olution—the power to make good theirclaim to lib- 


organized Territories are mere subordinate com- 
munities outside the limits of the States; held in 
pupilage and training, until prepared to take rank 
and position with sister confederate sovereignties. 
Ifan organized Territory possess inherent rights of 
self-government, and can, during its pupilage, fix 
| and determine absolutely its social institutions, 
decide what shall and what shall not be property, 
and by unfriendly legislation exclude slavery, it is 
superior, in some respects, to a State organization; 
and it is gross tyranny not to pass the bill intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Mor- 
R1s,] providing for the election of all officers b 

the inhabitants of a Territory. We should forth- 
| with abdicate our ill-held power, and carry out to 
| its logical consequences this doctrine of squatter 
| sovereignty. Our laws appointing Governors and 
| judges, our defrayment of the expenses of the 
government, and our claim of authority to repeal 





the organic act, and transfer the inhabitants to 
a different jurisdiction, are unauthorized and in- 
defensible assumptions of control and superior- 
ity. 


If a Territorial Legislature be sovereign; if it | 


can exercise legislative supremacy while it does 
not violate the Federal Constitution even, if its 
authority to that extent be unlimited, then, to use 
a solecism, it is more sovereign than a State gov- 
ernment, and the difficulty presented in the case 
of Utah is remediless; for obviously it is contrary 
to this neoteric theory of popular sovereignty to 
repeal the act organizing the Territory, so long 
as nothing is done in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. In addition to the Fed- 
eral Constitution, States are restrained by fun- 
damental laws of their own imposing. Judicial, 
executive, and legislative powers are accurately 
mapped out, and their limits strictly defined; but 
un 


er this modern political discovery, a majority | 


in a Territory is absolute, save, as hindered by 
the prohibitions of the Federal compact, the Gov- 
ernment may become despotic or anarchical, and 


outrages may be committed revolting to public | 
sub- | 


A} 


decency, shocking to the moral sense, an 
versive of personal and proprietary rights. 
political theory involving such consequences is 
an instructive lesson against departing from estab- 
lished constitutional landmarks! 

Every southern State has repudiated this doc- 
trine of squatter soWreignty, and pronounced it 
a wrong, destructive of their rights and equality. 
Last summer it was announced and heraldéd by 
telegraph, that a distinguished candidate for the 


Presidency would not accept from the Charles- | 


ton convention a nomination if tendered to him, 
if that convention should declare that slavery ex- 
isted, by virtue of the Constitution, in the Terri- 
tories beyond the power of the inhabitants to 
exclude it. Whether conditions so Seats 
scribed will be accepted, remains to be seen. Cer- 
tainly the nomination of such a man would be 
an indorsement of his doctrines, and a construc- 
tion of the platform, according to his views, to 
be carried into the practical administration of the 
Government; would be dishonoring to the South; 
demoralizing to the party succumbing to a men- 


permissive public | 
corporations; and the Federal Government leaves | 
them to manage their local affairs, in the full con- || 


the trustee of the common and joint property, holds | 
and @ercises its trusteeship. The colonies relied | 
upon the charters received from the Crown as the | 


erty by the bloody arbitrament of the sword. Our | 
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ace, and a practical negation of the right of 
southern citizens to emigrate to the common ter- 
ritory with that form of labor to which they have 

If the southern States have 
been sincere in their declarations of hostility to 
squatter sovereignty, or the claim set up of the 
power of the Territorial Legislature to exclude 
slavery, they will insist upon a clear, distinet, 
and unequivocal repudiation of the heresy. It 
should be done in unambiguous terms, not sus- 
ceptible of a double construction. We want no 
Villafranca treaties to be discussed in tedious Zu- 


| rich conferences; but a manly and honest asser- 
| tion of principles. 


However others may act, 
Alabama has spoken. For twelve years nearly 
every political convention, of all parties, held in 
the State, has condemned this doctrine of popular 
sovereignty, as applied to Territories. Between 
its advocates and her, there is a great gulf fixed, 
which the mechanical genius and inventive fac- 
ulties of a presidential convention cannot bridge 
over. 

The true principle is, that if a master can. go 
into the Territories or upon territory, his slave 
can accompany him; and neither Congress nor a 
Territorial Legislature can divest him of the title 


| to his property. Just as soon as territory is ac- 


quired slave property is legal and constitutional, 
and no power can invalidate until a sovereignty 
interposes. The Constitution, proprio vigore and 
instanter, extends over the acquisition; and, in the 
language of Chief Justice Taney, in the Dred 
Scott case, ‘‘the right of property in a slave is 
distinctly and expressly afitmed in the Constitu- 
tion.”” The condition of a negro is not changed 
by his entrance into a Territory. There is ne 
law, constitutional, international, or local, which 
will make him a slave or a freeman. If he was 
a slave at the time of entering, he remains such; 


| if free, his status is notchanged. Slavery or free- 


dom adheres to him on the territory belonging to 
the United States. There can be no law in a 
Territory excluding slavery, as there is no power 
having jurisdiction competent to emancipate or 
alter the condition of the negro. If a negro was 
a slave in a State, his servitude continues in a 
Territory. 

Slavery is not anywhere, as asserted in the 
Harper Magazine article, ‘‘ the creature of local 
legislation,’’ or the creature of locai or municipal 
law. That it must be established ard supported 
solely by positive municipal law, is a gross error, 
sustained chiefly by judicial dicta, which were 
irrelevant to a decision on the particular facts of 
the cases decided. No law, I believe, is found on 
our statute-books authorizing the introduction of 
slavery; and if positive precept is essential to the 
valid existence of slavery, the tenure by which 
our slaves are held is illegal and uncertain. A 
citizen of a southern State, or a slaveholding coun- 
try like Brazil or Cuba, can carry with impunity 
his slave into any country where, “by the laws 
thereof,” slavery is not prohibited. The passage 
of a master with his slave through the territory 
of a non-slaveholding State, does not change the 
condition of the slave, unless there is a legislative 
enactment to that effect; and the law of nations 
protects the master in transitu, enforces the law 
of the domicil, if that protection does not contra- 
vene public policy and the essential interests of 
the community. It is a well-settled legal prin- 
ciple that a person born into rey in a foreign 
State, would not be liberated by the accident of 
introgression into another country, where there 
was no law opposed to the existence of slavery. 
The law of nations recognizes the relation; and 
any interference with the rights of the master, 
without valid cause, by the authorities of another 
State, is a violation of that law. (See Judge 
Campbell’s opinion in the case of Dred Scott es. 
Sanford.) Unless there is a positive prohibitory 
law in a foreign State, I can take my slave there, 
and have him protected. Mr. Webster, in his 
correspondence in the Creole case, contended that 
property in slaves did not cease extra-territorially, 
and our Government, in several instances, has 
maintained the same doctrine. 

It has been frequently stated in Congress that 
slavery was not introduced into a single British 
colony by authority of law, and that there is not 
a statute in any slaveholding State legalizing Af- 
rican slavery, or ** constituting the original basis 
and foundation of title to slave property.’’ Mr. 
Bexsamin, in a very masterly speech, in the Sen- 
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ate, showing that anes was protected by the 
common law of the world, pressed the argument 
that every one of the States would be a slave State 
yet and now but for the passage of Jaws prohib- 
iting slavery therein, ** All had to pass positive 


} 
} 


acts of legislation to accomplish the purpose of | 


getting rid of slavery.’’ This principle has been 


repeatedly questioned by Abolitionists and Re= 
publicans. On the 2Ist of March, 1842, Mr. Gid- 
dings introduced his famous resolutions on the 
Creole case, one of which asserts that— 


* Slavery, being an abridgment of the natural rights of 
man, can exist only by force of positive municipal law, and 


is necessarily confined to the territorial jurisdiction of the | 


power creating it.’’ 





A neted abolition Senator [Mr. Sumner] makes | 


as the text of one of his inflammatory harangues: || 


‘* Freedom national, and slavery sectional.’ The 


late Republican convention in’ Indiana incorpo- | 
rated into its platform a similar opinion... Recently | 
this doctrine has found indorsement in different | 
quarters, A resolution of the last Democratic con- | 


vention of Illinois—so much of which as related to 
this subject was read and approved in this House, 
by an extreme Republican member from that 
State, [Mr. Farnswortn)]—declares that slavery, 
if it exists in a Territory, does not derive its va- 
lidity from the Constitution of the United States, 
but is a mere municipal institution, existing in 
such Territory under the laws thereof. The same 


is said to be true of slavery in a State. As such | 


a doctrine, so far as my information extends, was 
never previously adgpted in a Democratic conven- 
tion, I may class it as the second progeny from 
the parental stock of squatter sovereignty ! If this 


be established as the law, and applied in practice, || to abolish slavery—to emancipate or to enslave. 


it will require an act of the Territorial Legislature | 


to legalize slavery, anda slaveholder will have no 
right to enter the Territor with his property until 
after such enactment. If slavery can only exist 
in a Territory, as the resolution asserts, by vir- 
tue of the laws thereof, if it has no validity oxtept 
by virtue of a local law, then a slave cannot be 
held as property in a Territory where there is no 


local law authorizing it. According to this doc- | 


trine, there must be previous affirmative legisla- 


tion establishing the right of property in slaves, | 


or an owner of slaves cannot carry them into the 
Territory; and thus the South is practically and 
forever excluded. Itis unnecessary to talk about 
congressiona! prohibition, and the power ofa Ter- 


ritorial Legislature to exclude slavery; if the Illi- | 


nois theory be adopted, a slave caynot get intoa 
Territory to be held as property. 

The Ilinois resolution but adopted a suggestion 
of Judge Dovexas, in his attempted rejoinder to 
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umph of freedom,”’ because it localized slavery, 
made it a municipal institution of the States, and 
not recognized by law. 


Slavery exists in the State where the owner | 


dwells, exists out of the State, exists in the Ter- 
ritories, exists everywhere, until it comes within 
the limits of a sovereignty which prohibits it. 
The Constitution, as that profound lawyer and 
statesman, Judge Berrien, argued, recognizes sla- 
very in a free State; speaks of it, in such free 
State, as an actually subsisting debt of service or 
labor, and prohibits the discharge of the slave. If 
the Constitution recognizes slavery .in Alabama, 
and guoad hoc in asovereign State forbidding sla- 
very, does it deny my title to a slave in territory 
which is common property ? 

The treaty of peace between Great Britain and 
the United States, signed at Paris, on the 3d of 
September, 1783, on the part of the United States 
by three northern men—Adams, Franklin, and 
Jay—and which treaty was subsequently, by the 
Constitution, made the supreme law of ie and, 
recognized ‘ property in negroes.”? The Son- 
stitution of the United States discriminates spe- 
cially in favor of slave property; provides for its 
increase, for its permanency, for its security, 
and for its representation in this body. It recog- 


nizes property in slaves; and the Supreme Court | 


has affirmed our right to emigrate to, and oc- 


cupy with slaves, the common territory; and from | 


this recognition and guarantee, protection is an 
inevitable sequitur. From the premises, the se- 


quence cannot be resisted that the powers of | 


the Government are due to its security. I do 
not admit the right of Congress to establish or 


| The affirmative power to establish is not dele- 


gated, and there are no inherent powers in this || 


the observations of Judge Black, in his Harper || 


article. He quotes and adopts a dictum taken 
from an opinion of Judge Story, whose anti-sla- 


very prejudice and bias are well known and la- | 


mented ,in the case of Prigg vs. the Commonwealth 


of Pennsylvania, that ‘the state of slavery is | 
deemed to be a mere municipal regulation, founded | 


upon, and limited to, the range of territorial laws;”” 
and thus he coincides with Grppines and Sumner. 
Cobb, in his very learned treaties on slavery, by 
irrefragable proofs, demonstrates that the dictum 
of Judge Story was not at all necessary to the de- 
cision of the case, and is wholly unsustained by 
adjudications; yet it is greedily adopted, and made 
the substratum of a theory which upsets a recent 


decision of the same court, and effectually ex- | 


cludes, if carried into practice, the South from 
the occupancy of the common territory. With 
bold assertion and ingenious sophistry, the Dred 
Scott decision is evaded, in part, and mystified; 
while an assertion of a judge in another case is 
laid hold on, to bolster a theory contrary to the 
practice of the Government since’ its organiza- 
tion, and utterly destructive of the rights of a mi- 
aorvty section of the Confederacy. Whatever 
may have been Judge Story’s legal erudition— 
and it was cyclopedian—he has never been re- 
garded as an authoritative exponent of Demo- 
cratic sentiment or constitutional law. It may 


gratify some of the special political admirers of 


the great expounder of squatter sovereignty, to 
know that the son and biographer of Judge Shory 
records, in his Life, that the Judge repeatedly and 
earnestly spoke to his famil ‘and intimate friends 
of this decision, from whichJ udge Dovetas quotes 
so approvingly and complacently, as being “a 
triumph of freedom.’’ The biographer argues that 
it was a judgment adverse to slavery, and “ a tri- 


| 


| 


| 





| 


xyovernment. The power to abolish or exclude 
is not given, and the property character of slaves 
includes them within one of the positive prohibi- 


tions of the Constitution. All the power this Gov- | 
| ernment has, is to recognize as perry in the 


Territories whatever is recognized as such in the 
States; and, if need be—but not officiously and 
impertinently—to adopt such regulations for its 
security and protection as the nature of the case 
may require. Congress cannot abdicate its au- 
thority. If so, the executive and judiciary can do 
likewise. The Federal Government, through some 
or all of its departments, must recognize and pro- 
tect what the States ascertain and determine to be 
property. Wars and treaties are made to defend, 
and are, in many instances, dependent upon what 
the States decide to be property. An American 
citizen whose slave property is invaded on the 
high seas an deman 


| ment; @ fortiori, when that property is endangered 
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| 
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‘ 


on territory beionging to the United States, In 


the language of a resolution adopted by the Ala- | 
bama Democratic convention in 1856, and reaf- | 


firmed in 1860—the sentiment of which was taken 
from the speech of a northern Democrat in this 


House—the South is entitled to the protection | 


of its property in the States, in the Territories, 


and in the wilderness, where territorial govern- | 


ments are as yet unorganized. To refuse it is 
to deny ber equality in the Republic, and to fail 


to fulfil “10 md iat for which governments || 


are ordained. 

It may not be amiss to sustain this claim to pro- 
tection by high authority. The President, crown- 
ing a long life of usefulness, patriotism, and devo- 
tion to the Constitution, congratulates the country 
upon the just settlement of the question of slavery 


in the Territories by the Supreme Court, and as- | 


serts the right of every citizeg to take his property 
of any kind, including slav@s, into the common 
Territories, and to have it protected there under 
the Federal Constitution. The Vice President, 
so justly popular with the American people, vin- 
dicates the same right. One of the most eminent 
lawyers of this or any other country, now an hon- 
ored member of our highest court, in 1850 said 
that ‘* the doctrine, that the Government, holding 
the power of peace and war, of making compacts 
and alliances, of acquiring territories and forming 


fifteen States or those Territories, is a proposi- 
tion addressed to the credulity of the South, and 
which nothing but credulity can tolerate.’’ Mr. 
Calhoun, who stood— 


“« Like a great sea-inark, standing every flaw 
And saving those that eyed him,” 


rotection of his Govern- | 


governments, owing no duties to the property of 
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| in his letter to Colonel Benton, 
| character and object of the Government, says: 


“Its power and authority having for their object the more 


| ba 
writing of the 


perfect protection and promotion of the rights and 
each and all, it is bound to protect, by their unite. 
| the safety, the rights, the property, and the interests 
the citizens of all, wherever its authority extends, T; . 
was the object for conferring whatever power and authoriee 
ithas: and if it fails to fulfill that, it fails to perform Pi 
| duty for which it was created. It is enough for it to know, 
that it isthe right, interest, or property, of a citizen of a 
| of the States, to make it its duty to protect it, whether in 
the Territories or on the high seas, or anywhere else. Its 
ponreand authority were conferred on it otto esti 
tect eee Free engee- 
The resolutions of the Senate caucus, which 
_ were called for by the exigencies of the times 
and which are sustained by every Democratic 
Senator but two, concede the same right of pro- 
|| tection. 
| It is objected by some to this claim for Federa} 
|, protection, that it necessarily involves or concedes 
| the right of congressional prohibition. Nothine 
|| can be mofe illogical than to confound protection 
| with destruction—the power, by legislation, of 
| facilitating the enjoyment of a right and of throw. 
|| ing obstructions in the way of the exercise of such 
|, aright. Numerous instances will readily occur 
to any thoughtful mind, where Congress has the 
| power of affirmative without the power of neg. 
| ative legislation. Congress can make no law 
|| abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; 
H nor depriving a person of life, liberty, or property, 
|| without due process of law; nor interfering with 
| the trial of crimes by jury, except in cases of im- 
\| peachment; but Congress can certainly legislate 
| affirmatively to secure the enjoyment of, or re- 
|| move obstructions to, these constitutional prerog- 
| atives. Ifthe right to hold slaves in a Territory 
|| cannot be interfered with prejudicially by Con- 
] gress, it most assured! can prevent its creature 
|| from accomplishing the same unconstitutional 
|| purpose by unfriendly-legislation. It is simply 
absurd to pretend that to destroy is thé correla- 
| tive of to protect. 
‘| A less consequential, but with some a more 
| important objection to the claim, is its alleged in- 
consistency with non-intervention, as proclaimed 
in the Cincinnati platform. If this were true, | 
| might simply say, ‘* Grant it, and what then?” 
| But it is not true, and the application of the same 
| term to the States and this District, as to the Ter- 
| ritories, demonstrates, without further argument, 
the bad logic which would restrict us to non-ac- 
tion. I challenge'the production of a line in the 
| legislation of 1850, as applied to the Territories, 
I in the Kansas bill, or in the Cincinnati platform, 
which can fairly be tortured into a relinquishment 
by the South of its right to protection. Non-in- 
| terference or non-intervention could mean nothing 
|| else than that Congress would abstain from ques- 
tions over which it had no control; would neither 
| establish nor abolish slavery; would not inter- 
|| vene to accomplish*purposes of deubtful consti- 
tutionality. ° 
Non-intervention, as used by some, isa shallow 
device, and means that the Federal Government 
is the enemy of slavery; that it ignores it, and will 
|| pot recognize or protect it; and that it will not 
lend its power to uphold and sustain it. ‘It is¢ 


safety of 
d power, 











_ shuffling, but disastrous, compromise between 
_ our right to protection, and the power claimed to 
cripple and abolish. Itisa relinquishment of the 
duties of Government, and an abandonment of our 
| equality and manhood. Complete non-interven- 
tion in reference to slavery, is aggressive action 
against us; is discrimination exceptional and ad- 
|| verse to slave property; is ‘* accumulated and un- 
‘| equal protection to antagonist and rival interests. 
|| We entered the compaet, and delegated the exer 
cise of certain sovereign powers, that they might 
be used more efficiently for- our protection «© 
security. If the Federal Government refuses Us 
protection from unfriendly legislation, or ‘refuses 
| to carry the claims of the slaveholder for redress 
| to the proper tribunal, the slaveholders must ¢* 
tablish a ment that will render adequa'? 
protection, ‘or become an easy prey to aoe 
rapacity or domestic fanaticism.” “ If thesia 
holder is to have’no surrender of his fugitive ane 
| he must have an army or navy to guard his fron 
| 


| 


iers or coasts, and to punish the enemy who bat 
bors his property. ° If the slaveholder can wd 
no share of the common property of the me 
he must be exempt from taxes and military ©° 
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tributions. 


ron more bitter, than the denial of this right of 
veotection, with a simultaneous claim for main- 
ants against the slaveholder.”” had ; 

Tt may bé said that these are judicial questions 
and mere abstractions, which can be safely left to 
the fature, to be determined as exigencies’ may 
arise. In a late memorable case, appeals have 
heen made from the Supreme Court to popular 
eiudice and passion, and interpretations’ of the 
Lecision form parts of political platforms. — His- 
tory is fall of instances of judicial subserviency, 
and political opinions very often control judicial 
conduct. The famous Somersett case, the direful 
spring of unnumbered woes, was: decided under 
circumstances that reflect no credit on the moral 
courage of the eminent judge. . The proposition 
of Senator SEWARD, to put the Supreme Court 
on the side of freedom, is fearfully admonitory 
of the influence of eek excitement on the 
iudiciary. If I could lift my voice so as to be 


heard; if she would heed the admonition of a | 


loyal son, in tones of earnest entreaty, I would 
beseech her not again to commit the fatal mistake 
of yielding to party necessity what may be essen- 
tial to future safety; not to concede a principle, 
which, however apparently abstract or impracti- 


cable, may, in the hands of hostility or fanaticism, 


prove a potent engine of mischief or destruction. | 


[The hour ex ired at this point, but, by unan- 
imous consent, Mr. Curry was allowed to pro- 
ceed. ] ; as Pans 
As said Pitt, on the East India bill: 

“|rwould be folly in the extreme, that the principle once 
admitted would operate only on the present occasion. Good 
principles might sleep; but bad ones never. It isthe curse 
of society that, when a bad principle is once established, 
bad men will always be found to give it its full effect.” 

Mr. Chairman, for what is the Democratic party 
contending? Is it forspoils and patronage, or for 
principle? Is this immense array of means, this 
combination of agencies, this drilling for the strife, 
but to win a victory, barren and fruitless and 


Pyrrhan? Are we to struggle for a President, | 


merely to dispense executive patronage and feed 
a greedy swarm of leeches? This is of no avail, 
is mischievous, unless accompanied by practical 
results, by a triamph of principle. The election 
of a President, however pure and patriotic, will 
be as deceptive as Dead sea fruit, unless accom- 
panied by a corresponding elevation of popular 
sentiment. Sir, there isno strength in numbers, 
ina mere aggregation of men. A party must be 


animated by acommon faith; be vitalized by prin- | 


ciple; must embody imperishable truth; and ity 


rinciples must not be mere exceptional maxims, | 
> 


politic and convenient forms, applicable only to 
temporary exigencies, and to be laid aside as a 
snake sloughs off its skin. 


[ have finished, Mr. Chairman, what I have to | 


say on these questions, endeavoring to compress 
to one hour what, if properly elaborated, would 
have required several; but I cannot close without 
repelling an accusation which has been made on 
this floor, and at Chicago and elsewhere, that the 
President and the Democratic party, in favoring 
the admission of Kansas, with the Lecompton 
constitution, weve endeavoring to fasten ‘‘a fraud’? 
upon the country, and ‘‘ force aconstitution upon 
the people of Kansas against their will.’? One Sen- 
ator, (Mr. Doveras,] who was most conspicuous 
inhis hostility to the Administration, and his war- 
fare on the Democratic organization, while record- 
ing hisown services, and fighting the battle against 
such an “arrogant demand,” and against the 
consummation of such a ** fraud”? as the admis- 
Sion of Kansas, congratulated his Republican 
allies for the successful-and valuable aid rendered 
in that contest against the ** Lecompton fraud.”? 
_The Kansas struggle has passed into history. 
Violence and wrong were committed on both sides, 
= there is much connected with the question 
bg to the country. As one member of 
é ¢ last Congress, I repel with scorn all in oa 
‘on, whether it come from Republican or disor- 
ganizing and recusant Democrat, of a purpose to 
consummate a fraud,’ or “ force” an unwilling 


‘ate into the Union. It is demonstrable that the 
‘compton constitution was legally and validly 
made and ordained as the organic law of the people 


of Kansas, so far as they had power to institute 
& government. 


The “sense”’ of the inhabitants 





Protection is the price paid by Gov- | 

»ment for the support of its citizens, and I can | 
pn sive of no disgrace more heavy, no degrada- | 
col 
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vention to frame a State constitution. They de- 
cided in favor of the convention, and the Legis- 
lature passed a law authorizing the election of 
delegates, and, at a subsequently legal and fair 
election, the delegates were chosen. The country 
will not forget that there is no allegation of the 
slightest fraud, nor of a smgle illegal vote at any 
of the elections I have specified. Up to this time, 
there is no pretense of fraud or illegality; and the 
refusal of a majority, even, to vote on the. ques- 
tions, does not affeet the previous legal proceed- 
ings, and the right of a convention thus summoned 
to frame and ordain a fundamental law. I only 
interpose this brief explanation lest silence might 
be construed into acquiescence, into an unfounded 
censure. 

The Alabama Legislature unanimously passed 
resolutions authorizing the Governor to call a 
convention of the State, in the event of the re- 
fusal to admit Kansas under the Lecompton con- 
stitution, supposing that these alleged irregulari- 
ties were but flimsy pretenses to keep a slave State 
out of the Union. he President and the Cabinet, 
and the great bulk of the Democracy in Congress, 
including every Democrat from the South, sus- 
tained and favored the admission of Kansas under 
that constitution. 
upon party fidelity, too entire a surrender of per- 
sonal manhood, to demand support at this time 
for the highest office in the world for any man 
who denounced what so large a majority of the 
Democracy desired and sought to accomplish, as 
** the consummation of a fraud.’’ 





Mr. VANCE. Mr. Chairman, it is a favorite | 


saying, and worthy of all acecptation with con- 
servative men, that the further agitation of the 
slavery question is to be deprecated as fruitful 
only of evil. In this | have, ever since my first 
venture in politics, fully concurred, and do now 
concur. The abstaining from the discussion of 
all dangerous and exciting topics, as far as it is 
possible, is a cardinal maxim of that party to 
which I have the honor to belong. But, so long 
as this subject continues to be the great and over- 
shadowing issue in American politics, upon the 


of the Republic, it amounts to nothing more than 
an abstract opinion in regard to an unattainable 
good. It will be agitated and discussed so long 
as one spark of available vitality can be struck 
out of it to aid the ambition of politicians. It is 
not my purpose, however, at this time to agitate; 
but, if within my power, to calmly discuss the 
subject of slavery in the United States. Such 
discussion, if conducted alone with a view to the 
elucidation of truth, will not serve to increase, 
but to allay, agitation, and restore peace to the 
popular mind. 

Yas not flatter myself that [ shall be able to 
give the committee anything new upon the ques- 
tion; I may not even achieve the more ordinary 
feat of putting old ideas into a new dress; but 
even a reminder of old facts is useful. A fresh 
assault needs a fresh rejulse; a fresh attack of 
the same disease needs another dose of the same 
medicine; and the remedy being old and well 
known, prevents not its application nor hinders its 
efficiency. 

With an assumption of superior morality, that 





throughout the country that it is a sin against 
God, and, inferentially at least, that slaveholders 
are sinners above allmen. Not that the original 
slave trade, or the original introduction of a man- 
acled slave into our 
is sinful; 

South, is 1 


ut that slavery, as it now exists in the 


a fair statement of the positions of the Republican 
party. Itis my purpose briefly to examine this 
proposition, together with its inevitable corollary, 
that it is wrong to permit it to enter the Territo- 
ries. 

‘“‘T affirm,” says the honorable gentleman from 
Connectitut, [Mr. Ferrr,]} “that property inman 
does not and cannot exist of natural right.’’ Nat- 
ural rights, in some respects, Mr. Chairman, re- 
semble the Cincinnati platform—they are ex- 
tremely plausible to talk about, and open to many 
different constructions. Nothing is more unde- 
fined ; nothing more governed by circumstances or 
prejudice, The doctrine is the incentive to much 
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was taken upon the expediency of calling a con- | 


It is too heavy an exaction | 


disposition of which depends the ultimate destiny | 








that is good, the excuse for nearly all that is mis- 
| chievous. Inall ages of the world men have sought 

to overturn well established principles, or to nul- 
lify existing laws under its sanctions, from the 
patriot who strikes a blow for his country to the 
thief who robs his neighbow’s dwelling, under the 
~ that he has a natural right to live by bread. 
Now, sir, what are your natural rights? What 
are the natural rights of all living creatures? The 
wild horse stands upon the prairie, free and un- 
tamed, where nature placed iiieny what right have 
you tocatch him, to puta bridle in his mouth, and 
make him serve you henceforth? So of all the 
| beasts of the field. What natural right have you 

to subdue and destroy them at your pleasure? 
Has not nature given them both life and freedom 
as their natural right? How, then, can your right 
prevail over theirs, since both are the gift of na- 
ture? Vegetation itself is endowed with life and 
certain rights pertaining thereto; yet the lower an- 
imals ruthiewaly destroy vegetation; and they, in 
| turn, are destroyed by man, natural rights and all. 
How is this? How can natural law destroy it- 
self, and one page of the statutes thus repeal the 
other? If all this is by virtue of natural law, will 
gentlemen tell me where and what it is? 

To me there is only one natural law perceptible 
in all this, and that is that immutable principle 
which extends through all creation, from the 
smallest organism discernible under the micro- 
scope up to the great Author of all—the principle 
of superiority. It is this that enables one class to 
prey upon the other. Now what is easier than, 

y the strictest rules of logic, to extend the prin- 
ciple to the whole series, and to say legitimately 
from the premises, that superiority gives the white 
man a natural right to the person of his African 
slave? If gentlemen will agree to this, then our 
controversy is at an end; or if they will show me 
any other natural right whatever, by virtue of 
which the superior orders of existence exercise 
| dominion over the inferior, then also will our con- 
troversy cease. I would not be understood as 
confounding right and power, but only as attempt- 
ing to demonstrate the impracticable nature of 
| these high-sounding phrases and party catch- 
words. But then you say that ‘God gave man 
| dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl cf the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the face of the earth.’’ True, but 
| here you forsake natural, and resort to Divine 
| right; and in attempting to avoid Scylla, run point 
| blank upon the breakers of Charybdis, whilst the 
| via media et tuta is untouched, com not of those 
| who, regardiess, perhaps, of its unmistakable con- 
| demnation of their own practices, seek to pledge 

doubtful passages of the Bible to the certain dam- 
nation of their neighbors. If we are to regard the 
Bible as an exposition of either physical or political 
science, we will be apt to bring both into false posi- 
| tions, and many a favorite dogma of modern poli- 
ticians would fall to the ground for want of this 
token of Divine approbation. The coal and iron 
| interests of Pennsylvania would certainly be in a 





| bad way, for I find nothing in that book which 


I must regard as to the last degree impudent, the || 
opponents of slavery every day assert here and | 


erritories, until then free, | 


violation of natural law, cruel and in- | 


human, and a sin against God. This is, I believe, || his speculations in geology, has in fact adduced in 


| 
| 


| 
| 


requires me to tax my constituents enormously 

for the benefit of Pennsylvanians, especially since 
| their Representatives so ingloriously backed down 
| from the support of my worthy colleague for 
| Speaker. And in particular would your pet home- 
stead bill suffer, for the comnfnd is express, 
“Thoushaltnotsteal.’’ No,sir,every school-boy 
| has learned, from the numberless stories of monk- 

ishignoranceand superstition, how dangerous both 
| to religion and to physical truth it is to ee any 

other character to the Bible than that of a Divine 
guide to Heaven. The late Hugh Miller, whose 
melancholy death scarcely startled the reading 
world so much as the boldness and originality of 


_ his last work one of the very strongest arguments 
I remember to have seen in support of the truth 
of Christianity, from the circumstance, that the 
| Bible alone, ofall the known expositions of reli- 
_ gion in the world, did not pledge its disciples to 
_any theory whatever of either political or phys- 
| ical science. But, nevertheless, when the serip- 
| tural test is proffered the southern slaveholder, he 
accepts it with the most unbounded confidence. 
| Every one at all familiar with its pages knows, 
| that for one single recognition in the Bible of man’s 

dominion over the inferior animals, the dominion 

of man over man, in the relation of master and 

servant, will be recognized twenty times at the 
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least! This is so well known that it would be a || 
waste of time to cite the various familiar passages. | 
What olse could the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts {Mr. Bursineame] have admitted when he 
said that the North * must have an anti-slavery 
Constitution, an anu-slavery Bible, and an anti- | 
slavery God?’’ Certainly he admitted that which | 
every nan who reads both must admit—that the 
Bible and the Constitution tolerate slavery. 

As man was thus left free, by this clear draw- 
ing of the line between the discoverable and the | 
revealed, to seek for truth im all matters con- 
cerning the operations of nature; and the quali- | 
ties of the material world around him, so was he 
left free to seek out by the light of his own reason 
that form of government, and to establish that | 
class of social institutions best calculated to pro- | 
mote his happiness. 1 seek, therefore, to justify | 


slavery in the South, because it is not forbidden |. | 
| **interlopers’’ who infringed the rights of the 
| 


by any natural law; it is tolerated by Divine law; 
and because it is the best and most expedient, | 
both for the master and the slave; and I do not 
believe that God, either directly by his word or | 
more remotely by his laws, as affixed to creation, 
has so strangely ordered things as that that which | 
is best should not also be that which is right. On | 
the contrary, 1 take it to be axiomatic, that, in all | 
actions which discover a moral element, the best || 
way is always the right way. 
Now, if slavery is a sin against God, which my | 
constituents are committing every day, and ‘wich 
I utterly deny, who are the responsible authors | 
of the evil? Can itbe laid at the door of a single |, 
human soul in the southern States? Not one,as | 
{ imagine. England landed the first negro slave 
on the shores of the western world, So early as | 
the year 1562, the first living cargo of Africans | 
was thrust on the coast of Hispaniola. So piously | 
was it then regarded by our British ancestors, | 
that the vessel in which they were transported || 
was called the Jesus; and her owner, one John | 
Hawkins, was afterwards knighted by Queen | 
Elizabeth for the great and signal service he had | 
rendered the Government, by the introduction of | 


this new sonrce of wealth into the colonies. I | 


quote the following from Walsh’s Appeal: 

* it proved jucrative, and immediately associations were 
formed in England, among the mést opulent and distin- 

uisbed men of the country, to follow up the adventure. 

oon the object began to be considered as of national im- 
portance ; and so early as the 16th James I. a royal charter 
Was granted to a number of eminent citizens of London, 
as a joint stock company, to carry on a trade to Africa, 
with an exclusive privilege. The private merchants, envi- 
ons of the harvest which seeined to await the company, 
interloped upon the African coast, and so embarrassed the 
trade thai the charter was abandoaed. Another company 
was created by Charles I., but itshared the same fate trom 
the same cause-—the cupidity and misconduct of the unli- 
censed adventurers.’’ 

From Davanant’s Reflections on the African 
Trade, I quote again: 

** On the accession of Charles I1., a representation being 
made to him that the British plantations in America were, 
by degrees, advancing to such a conditiuon as necessarily 
required a greater yenurly supply of servants and laborers 
than could well be spared from England without the danger 
of depopulating bis Majesty's native dominions; bis Maj- 
esty did (upon account of supplying these plantations with 
negroes) publicly invite all his subjects to the subscription 
of a new joint stock, for recovering and carrying on the 
trade to Africa.” 

They complied, of course; and much of the 
wealth and many of the great names of the king- 
dom—the ancestors of the noble lords and right 
honorables who now preside over rabid aboli- 
tion meetings in Exeter Hall, and denounce sla- 
very in the United States—embarked in and made 
princely fortunes outof the ‘* traffic in the bodies 
and souls of men.’’ And it is here worthy of re- 
mark, that these “interlopers,’’ who traded in | 
slaves without the authority of the royal charter, 
justified their proceedings under the plea of nat- 
ural right; that they had a natural right to steal 
negroes as well as anybody else; and this right 
ne laws or charters in the world could deprive 
then; of. This is precisely the language held at 
this day by the practical John Browns who steal 
our negress from the South, and the theoretical 
Joh Browns who stand at their backs—ata safe 
d:stance, to be sure—aiding and abetting, and de- 
fying the Constivation and the laws made in pur- 
suance thereof, 1 commend it to the gentleman 
from Connecticut, _For many years afterwards, 
the success of the trade became a part of the set- 
ued policy of the British Government, for the suc- 
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| inadequately censured, Great Britain was content to obtain, 


suppose that Englishmen alone reaped all its | 
| profits. The American colonies come in for a 


'ing upon American soil this thing which you 


vigorously brought to bear. Treaties were en- | 
tered into, by which England secured to herself | 
the exclusive privilege of supplying the colonies 
of other European Powers with African slaves; | 


_ under one of which, that of Utrecht, in 1713, the | 


Spanish West Indies were filled. 
Said Lord Brougham: 


“ By this treaty, which the execrations of ages have left 





as the whole price of Raimilies and Blenheim, an additional | 
share of the accursed African slave trade.” 


But though Great Britain was the author and 
greatest participator in this trade, we must not 


share of this doubtful honor. American vessels, 
as we are told by Walsh, himself an Abolition- 
ist, in his Appeal from the Judgments of Great | 


Britain, formed a considerable portion of these 


royal chartered company ; and all the cotemporary 
authorities inform us that the colonies participated 
in this trade to the full extent of their ability to 
do so, either officially or otherwise. Of these. | 
vessels, by far the greater number, if indeed not 
every one, were fitted out in northern ports and | 
owned by northern Aminidab Sleeks. And all 
this ime that this trade was going on, most of the 
colonies, if notall of them, were protesting against 
its continuanee by the mother country, North 
and South; Massachusetts Bay and New Hamp- | 
shire not oustripping Virginia in the earnestness 
and sincerity of their opposition. In fact, Vir- 
ginia, after having passed so many as twenty- 
three different acts intended to restrain the slave | 





trade, from 1662 to 1778, to all of which the royal || 


assent was refused, indicated her exireme oppo- | 
sition to it by inserting a clause in her independent | 


constitution, declaring this refusal of the Crown | 
to abolish this traflic one of her principal reasons |) 


for separating from the mother country! Even 


Indies niade carnest but unavailing efforts to effect 
the same ebject. 

Now, if these things are true—and they are his- | 
tory—who is to blame for introducing and fasten- 


calla sin against God? Not the present slave- 


| holders, most certainly. They never trafficked to | 


|, mad with the wild vagaries of a false and dam- 





Africa, bat you of the North did; they never set 
fire to the huts of miserable Africans, and seized | 
their women and children as they rushed fran- 

tic from the flames, but you did; they were never | 


of. men;’’ but your exemplary forefathers were! | 


|, And. nething but a monstrous misconception of | 


justice, originating only in the brain of a man | 
A | 

nable philanthropy, would now attempt to visit | 

upon southern men the expiation of the sins of a 


system begun under Queen Elizabeth, and con- | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| 
| 


risons, your Browns and Beechers, 


Stones—hateful alike to gods and ears vay 
< i, 


I say, move you to it? Pardon me fo 
I do not believe a word of it; * 


r Saying thay 


‘ isitorial 
could not make me believe it, There a 


men, both North and South, I am sure. t i 
make any sacrifice for the sake of ee 
thropy; even to the giving of their bodies = 
burned at the stake. But I believe it is pretty = 
erally understood, from Land’s End to Benes, 
Strait, that when a Yankee trades he makes money 
by the operation. The abolition of slavery in oe 
midst was an act which will not ruin your , 
tation for thrift. You found it would not na +a 

our bleak, northern clime, and you got rid tin 

he glory and piilatthropy of the thing were a, 
after-thought entirely, and merely added to the 
transaction because they costnothing. Yourcoun. 
try was adapted to grazing and to manufactures 
in which the semi-barbarous labor of the Africa, 
was neither desirable nor profitable. You turned 
your slaves adrift on the commons, (those of them 
at least, which you did not sell off to the South,) 
and supplied their places with the cheaper and 
more desirable labor of the European emigrani 
It was right for you to do so, because it was the 
best. This, sir, is the history of your emancipa- 
tion of the slaves in a nut-shell. 

We of the South, on the contrary, found sla. 
very both profitable and desirable. The ship- 
ping, the great ports of entry, and climate being 
in your favor, you received the tide of emigration 
which flowed in from Europe after the organiza- 


| tion of our Government, and prone by this 


means all your land; making Jabor plentiful and 
cheap. The want of these advantages made emi- 
gratioh avoid us, and our lands were settled slowly. 
After the capacity of our soil for the production 
of cotton, rice, sugar, and tobacco—great staples 
in all the markets of the world—became known, 


} |. with the further fact that the climate where they 
|| Jamaica and several of the islands of the West 1 


grew was forbidding and dangerous to white labor, 


| then it became a fixed interest among us. We 


cherished it, and it has cherished us. We have 
now upwards of four million slaves, who cultivate 
our fields, sleep under our roofs, and are so inter- 
woven and ramified into the fabric of our society, 
that a blow aimed at their status strikes with viial 
force the whole system. 

What do these slaves do for civilization now, 
under the control and direction of their Anglo- 
Saxon masters? And what would they do wiih- 


| out this control and direction? Upon the answer 
the dnhuman traders in the-‘‘ bodies and souis || 


to these questions hang all the law and testimony 
in the case. Can any statesman on earth give a 
commensurate idea of the value of the single arti- 
cle of cotton to the civilized world? He can give 
you the statistics, showing how much is raised 
per annum, how much is manufactured by cach 
nation, its value,and such like commercial items. 
He can tell you that the entire cotton crop produced 


tinued down to 1808, with which they had nothing | by these slaves, in 1853,was one billion six hundred 


on earth to do, and 
time protesting ! . Itis not in the power of dema- 


ainst which they were all the || million pounds; which, at ten cents per pound, 's 


worth $160,000,000. One billion one hundred and 


gogues or sectional fanaties to avoid this palpable | eleven miilion and odd pounds of this are exported, 


injustice in the eyes of all men not absolutely | 
blind with hatred to the South and her institu- | 
tions. For no man, or set of men, can alter the | 
eternal fiat pronounced on the nature of right and | 
wrong, While conscience and reason hold a place | 
in the human breast, 
But slavery is here—not by my act, or the act 
of any man in the South, so far as | know—but 
it is here, nevertheless; and as candid, practicable | 
men, we must look at things as they stand on the 
open perspective before us. In pursuance of my | 
proposition, I shall proceed to show that itis right | 
for us to hold our slaves in subjection, on the sup- | 
osition thatit is best for both races; and® as before 
aid down, | claim that if I can establish that it is 
really best, I have proved that it is right also, and 
all that it logically carries with it, Slavery once 
existed in the North, in every State save one, at 
the adoption of the Federal Constitution, You 
abolished it there, or rather you sold your ne 
to the southern planters, and abolished the insti- | 
tution after the manner in which aman abolishes | 
his property in a horse—by putting their value in | 
your pockets Now, why did you do it? Was | 
it from pure and unadulterated love of the op- 
pressed African? Was it solely because of your 
detestation of this dealing in ‘** human cattle?’’ 





cessful advancement of which both the foree of | Did balderdash and maudlin sentimentality, such | 
its arms and the subtilty of its diplomacy were |! as dropsevery day from your Phillipses and Gar- 


and furnish two thirds of the entire export trade 
of the United States. The crop of 1856 amounted 
to three million five hundred thousand bales; and 
that of 1859, though not all yet heard from, 1! is 
estimated will reach at least four million five hun- 
dred thousand! About seventeen per cent. only 
of this is retained for home consumption; the vast 
balance is exported. .And the fabrics manufac- 
tured of this cotton constitute two thirds of the 
value of all the woven fabrics that issue yearly fron! 
the countless looms of Great Britain. And though 
some have endeavored to lessen its value and im- 
portance in commerce, by comparing it to the 
amount of the other domestic productions of the 
country, which, they say, far exceed it in value, 
yet the fact of its demand abroad and its cap* 
city for exportation, as shown by these figures, 
clearly proves its superiority to any other pregan 
But is it possible, aside from this statistic 
view of it, to say what cotton has done for mat- 
kind? Has any man yet attempted to oa 
the influence, moral, physical, political, ay 
that delicate and beautiful plant exercises on ‘8° 
destinies of man?- Silent and unseen, perbap 
yet all-powerful and universally pervasi¥": the 
influence may, be not inaptly compared to ‘* 
light of the sun. Gilently, gradually, bis poms 
come stealing over the ‘ battlemented east,” lig" 
ing and lellapis all things; falling so ge8“Y 
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- would not disturb the slumberings of 
tbe in its cradle. And yet how powerful, 
an ine 


yw mighty, is this same hight! 


Withhold its 
‘ams but fora season, and behold the astound- 


off. .We could not trade there; for without our | 
cotton we would have little to trade with, Many | 
a great mercanule house would be closed, and the | 
names of its partners paraded in the lists of bank- 


a fearful sacrifice of human life. No length of 
ume can sufliciently acclimate the European to 
the torrid heats of the cotton region. And in no 
other quarter of the world can it be so successfully 


vaults. An Egyptian pallcoverseverything, || ruptcy. Great clipper ships would rot at her || cultivated asin the southern States below the thirty- 
me brave men grope their way in mortal terror; wharves, and the worm of decay would eat into |, fifth parallel to the thirtietk. The God of nature 
and Us ? 


the herds run lowing from the fields; vegetation 
~ neog its wonderful powers of regeneration, and 
aj nature ‘jis sicklied o’er with a pale cast. 

The creat ship founders upon the sea, for there 


no gale to fill her sails. The great sea itself 
18 NY =* 


ases to ebb and flow, and frost after frost strikes | 
ceases * 


deeper and deeper yet into the bowels of the crack- 
ing earth. So, abstract one cotton cro from 
commerce, and behold, if you can without a 
shudder of horror, the fearful picture. /Y erily, 
hut there would be curses of despair on ’change, 





and wailings in the palaces of the world’s mer- | 


chant princes! Ay, and worse than this; there 


would be wailings in the cabins of the poor, and | 
the cries of strong men and of suffering women | 


and of starving children would ascend up to- 


gether; remorseless crime would stalk forth from | 


is dark cells, and soon the midnight air would 
he frozen With the ery of ‘‘ murder!”’ a 
in the vault of heaven would be eclipsed in the 
conflagration of cities whose people were fed and 


clothed with cotton. Great Britain, alone, is 


estimated to have two million employés in her | 


cotton factories. Add to this number those who 
are dependent on these eraployés for subsistence, 
and we have, by estimation, not less than six 


million souls in the British empice whose meat | 


and drink and clothing and shelter come of this 
cotton! It is literally their life’s blood. With- 
hold but one year’s supply of cotton from these 
factories, ms horresco referens! Fancy, if you 


can, this vast multitude of gaunt and desperate | 


men, with the lean and bony fingers of famine 


and the stars | 


' of an oligarchy of planters.” 








all their timbers, for lack of that cotton and its 
fabrics, with which their holds were once so richly 
freighted. The white sails of our vast merchant | 
marine—now equal to any in the world—would | 
no longer “‘ float in every breeze under the whole 
heavens;”’ but general ruin and dismay would 
pervad¢e all ranks and classesof men. Does any 
man think that I exaggerate the importance of cot- 
ton and its fabrics? If so, let him examine the 
statistics for himself. Let him examine the Brit- | 
ish press, and the writings of the leading econo- 
mists on this subject. A learned writer in Black- | 
wood’s Magazine, referring to this subject, says: 
** With its [cotton] increased growth, has sprung up that | 
mercantile navy which now waves its stripes and stars over | 
every sea, and that foreign influence which has placed the | 


internal peace—ire may say the subsistence of millions in 
every manufacturing country in Europe—within the power | 


The London Economist, on the same subject, | 
holds the following language: 


* 'The lives of nearly two million of our countrymen are 
dependent on the cotton crops of America; their destiny 
may be said, without any kind of hyperbole, to hang upon 
athread. Should any dire calamity befall the land of cot- 
ton, a thousand of our merchant ships would rot idly in 
dock; ten thousand mills must stop their busy looms ; é:co | 
thousand thousand mouths would starve from lack of food to 
feed them.” 


Our own statesmen, if candid, must make sim- 
ilar acknowledgments. For my own part, I do 


| not think the power of language can sufficiently 
| describe, or the mind of man adequately follow 


up, the beneficial influence in every quarter of the 





so sends the rains, has so fixed the winds, and so 
tempered the extremes of heatand cold, that in no 
other quarter of the globe does it flourish so well. 
England would to-day spend any amount of treas- 
ure, and shed any amount of blood, to acquire a 
sufficientterritory adapted to its growth, to supply 
her factories and relieve her from this worse than 

rovincial dependence on the southern States. 
Bat England, with all her ships of war and all 
her men of science, throughout the broad earth, 
has not yet found that territory, and perhaps never 
wil, The great water-sheds of the Amazon and 
the Ganges, the diversified plains of the sixth 
continent, and all the islands of the Indian arch- 
ipelago, from the mouth of the Indus to the un- 


| peopled waste of the Antarctic continent, have been 


explored in vain; and it remains yet to be seen 


|| whether native Africans, under British task-mas- 


ters, on the banks of the Niger, can be made to 


rival the slaves in the valley of the Father of 


Waters. 

All this these slaves are now doing in the South. 
Indeed, this is but a faint outline of the magnifi- 
cent results which these beings, torn from a bar- 
barous cannibalism, are now made to accomplish 
in the wise purposes of God. Reverting to the 
other branch of the subject, we inquire what these 
four million slaves would do in a state of free- 
dom? Need this question be answered? Who 
does not know that, asa class, the free negroes are 
the most worthless, idle, and dissolute of all crea- 


| tures. Every observing man in both hemispheres 





: | globe, among ali ranks and classes of men, ¢x- | has uniformly borne testimony to this fact, since 
| throttling their suffering wives and helpless babes, || erted by this greatest of all commercial product: | the African character has been known to Euro- 
; rushing through the land and crying for bread! || -. , Bret ae I peans. Tlie Legislature of nearly every northern 
4 : . -" || tions. Its power and pervasiveness may be well || &.,. , 
Never, since the Egyptian mothers tore their hair || estnetnds ber ai banetiiel-emtees. arab: veeand to |. has spoken upon the statute-book, in most 
: and smote their breasts over the prostrate forms of | he ~ ase y ah odiintennens tiedn-thatin Bien. unmistakable tones, upon this subject. For, 
; their first-born after the dread visitation of the an- || seen eee om Physical ee ae a Sea: | whilst making the loudest pec of universal 
gel of death, has such a wail gone up to the throne ' . 7 y : ty ae P y : A = freedom and equality, and of holding wide open 
. of Godas that which would pour into the ears of the |! at eee ove || the doors of their country as a refuge for the op- 
| British Government. It could not stand siz months. |) ponic acid with which to day our breathing fills the air, to- || Pressed of all mankind, they have studiously pro- 
i No, sir; not all the bayonets that won at Water- || morrow secks its way round the worltl. The date trees that || hibited the influx of free negroes under pains and 
4 loo; not all the guns that blew up the ramparts at || grow around the falls of the Nile will drink it in by their penalties. The new States secking entrance into 
Sebastopol, could stop the wild fury of these des- || aceite eabearteint df Webeins aah taeherahie men || the Union incorporate into their fundamental con- 
: perate men, with death alike behind, and death || jt, and the palins and bananas of Japan will change it into || Stitutions similar prohibitions, and Oregon, which 
s before. Where would be Liverpool? and where 1 flowers. The oxygen we are breathing was distilled forus || we admitted during the last Congress, went so far 
y Manchester and her kindred cities, whose swarm- || Some short time ago by the magnolias ef the Susquehanna, || as to insert a clause forbidding such persons the 
“ ing thousands literally breathe an atmosphere of | aaa aed ee: ieee || privilege of her courts of justice. 
4 cotton? ‘The everlasting clang of their vast ma- || jt, and the roses and myrtles of Cashmere, the cinnamon || The miserable and abject condition of those 
chinery, the roar of their snorting engines, and |} tree of Ceylon, and the forest older than the flood, buried || among you is the best indication of that which 
e the busy hum that now marks so much industry, | a in - woah nar oe ee of ere || ours would occupy if set free. With all your 
d would be forever hushed; the stillness of death || dudes Vactenen ete tees ean the sahinbeen ten ne: || professions of regard for their rights—leading 
h would reign in their streets, or the silence would i and the lotus lilies have sucked up from the Nile and ex- || YOU, as it does, to extremities which threaten a 
. be fearfully broken by the shouts of a raging and || haled as vapor snows that rested on the summits of the | disruption. of the Government, and constituting 
-d lawless mob. Their desolation could not be more || 4!Ps-” | the absorbing theme of your whole literature and 
od complete were the plowshare guided over their What the atmosphere does for vegetation, cot- || politics—it isa well-knownand acknowledged fact 
is foundation stones, and salt, the emblem of utter || ton, to a great extent, does for man. Four hun- |) that, in your daily intercourse and dealings, you 
rd barrenness, sown in the blackened furrow ! || dred million, about one half of all the inhabitants exhibit less kindness for, and greater aversion to, 
d. Inthe United States, the effect would only be the || ef the earth, are consumers of cotton. Literally, || the free negroes, than do the people of the South, 
de less dreadful, because we have greater resources || it clothesthe world. There is nota village girl in | And, to-day, the most arctic Republican in your 
ed for feeding our more widely-spread population, i all our land but appears, on every Sabbath morn- || ranks would rejoice to see the last one leave your 
nd and because there are fewer of our people en- || ing, better dressed, more tastefully and comfort- || borders. For you know that they constitute a 
is gaged in manufacturing. But no sane man can || ably, than did Elizabeth, Qucen of England, only || leprous blotch upon the body-pohitic. I presume 
in- doubt that it would be frightful to contemplate. || three hundred years ago. Nor is this all its office. 1| there is notan intelligent man in Europe or Amer- 
ly Ifa little temporary derangement of our financial || It is the great keeper of the peace between the || ica, otherthan a fanatic, who igdot by this time 
ast condition could produce such distress and terror || nations. There is nota civilized Government on || satisfied tMat, aside from the natural indolence of 
nee throughout the land as was witnessed through || earth but whose councils, for peace or war, are || his disposition, the negro is not capable, mentally, 
the the pressure of 1857, what would be the effect || ruled by this king of commerce more than by any || of being elevated to anything like a fair position by 
om Were this four million five hundred thousand bales || other human consideration. Louis Napoleon is || the side of the white man. You may make a tol- 
eh of cotton, forming two thirds of all that we ex- || called the arbiter of Europe; we might say, with I erable Abolitionist out of, perhaps, one in a hun- 
m- portto foreign nations, suddenly to fail us? Grass || more truth, that these four million slaves hold in || dred; but I fancy that all the appliances and tu- 
the would grow in the streets of many a lovely New || their hands the destinies of the world. They bind || toring of your freedom-shriekers could not make 
he England village; and many a eas ae trader, who || Englandandall her vast dependenciesmore closely. || a decent man, or a respectable citizen, out of one 
ae, how dwells in a marble palace, would come down to us than all the treaties and compacts—which at || in « thousand. 
pa- ‘o the dust of poverty and humiliation, dragging || best are but ropes of sand when interest andam- || __ If, having so very few among you, you deem it 
eS, with him all ihe was lovely and delicate in his || bition conflict—that diplomatists can devise. If || $0 important to your welfare to forbid their in- 
xt. household. The source of three fifths of all your || commerce is indeed doing more for the civilization || crease that you will resort to the strong arm of 
ical Wealth and prosperity being gone, the ‘‘ strikes’’ || of the earth and the advantement of philanthropy || the law to prevent it, and will not, under any cir- 
ane which how disturb youf business and alarm your || than all the other labors and contrivances of hu- | cumstances, permit a negro to enter your borders, 
jaie capitalists, would be tinged with revolution and || manity, as I confidently believe, then nine tenths | unless he is running away from his master, or is 
lich stained with blood. The misery and suffering '| of all these beneficent results must be attributed || stolen from him, you ean well judge of our anx- 
the which would sweep through your land, with all || to these southern slaves, who produce nine tenths || iety to prevent our whole land from being filled 
ApS, t *irattendant disorders, would be such as to make | of all the cotton of commerce. The man, there- | with free negroes. What would be our condition 
its you regard your Lawrence tragedies and present || fore, who strikes a blow at its production, is, in || were all our slaves turned loose among us? Take 
the Social difficulties as indeed buta merciful visitation. || my opinion, fighting the bestinterests of the world, || the State of South Carolina, for instance, where, 
ams ‘he imperial city of New York would be shaken || and is himself ‘‘ sinning against God.”’ || to about three hundred thousand whites they have 
ghit- 10 the center. Not only the great traffic in cotton, || Cotton cannot be produced by white labor, in || some four hundred thousand slaves.. Turn these 
utly Uther entire trade with the South, would be cut |} the malarious low grounds of the South, without || loose, and who but Horace Greeley and Gerrit 
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Smith would desire to live in the State? Sucha/ 
condition of things would be absolutely intoler- 

able. The land that is now the seat of so much 

wealth, taste, and order, that furnishes so much 

valuable commerce to the world by the means of 

slave labor, would become a penal colony, with 

four hundred thousand free negroes—ruined by | 
the very liberty which you would give them— | 
roaming u nak Gen thieving, plundering, and | 
infesting the very atmosphere with idleness and | 
ermme. The only thing it could effect for 


jou, 
would be to nationalize the Black Ropablican | 


party. Neither life nor property would be safe; 


and such would be the case in every southern || of testimony which all candid men have been com- 


| pelled to bear on this subject; and nothing but | 


State. Generation after generation would pass | 


away before we could reeover from the shock, || 


and our fertile fields would again resume the | 
primeval look of the forest before other hands | 
could be found to open their bosoms to the sun. 
Any one at all acquainted with the history of | 
emancipation in the British West Indies will know 

that I do not exaggerate, but rather fall short of, | 
the actual picture. 


terly letter to Victor Hugo: 


‘In Africa, the negro, according to Egyptian paintings | 
at least four or five thousand years old, (and to which double || 
that age has recently been assigned,) has been, for at least 
the former period, in contact with civilization. He is still 
unchanged in type and in condition. 

“The enltivation of the Egyptian, of the Persian, of the | 
Greek, of the Carthaginian, of the Roman, and of the Arab, 
have left him what they tound him—a barbarian, a savage, | 
or a siave. 

** Since the Declaration of American Independence, lett 
to himeelf in Hayti, with the advantage of a large number 
of highiy educated half-breeds to direct him, you know the | 
savagery into which he has relapsed. Hardly has the gro- 
tesque despotism and virtual servitude which Soulouque 
imposed been superseded by the presidency of Geffrard (said | 
to be a bright exception to his race) when you have a hid- | 
cous sample of Haytien civilization in the unprecedented 
murder of his unoffending daughter. j 

‘In the West India islands the free negro has rich lands, 
a congenial climate, and protection against self-imposed | 
despotism or slavery. 





who extend to him countenance, sympathy, and aid. Yct 
what is everywhere the result? Left to himself, he falls | 
into barbarism, despotism, and virtua) servitude.” 


A distinguished abolition missionary, sent out 
to Jamaica to labor among the free negroes, and 
to furnish evidence to the world of their capacity 
for civilization, says: 

“ That nothing, save the furnishing of the people with 


ample means of cducation and religious instruction, will 
save them from relapsing into a state of barbarism.”’ 


The seventh annual report of the American 
Missionary Association says: 


: | 
* For most of the adult population of Jamaica—the un- || 


happy victims of long years of oppression and degradation— 
our missionaries have great fear; yet for cven these there 
mery be hope, though with trembling.” 


From the annual report of the American and | 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 1853, [ quoteagain: 
“The friends of emancipation inthe United States have | 
been disappointed, in some respects, at the results in the 
West Indies, because they expected too much. 
of slaves cannot at once be converted into a nation of iutel- 
ligent, industrious, and moral freemen.” 


And again: 


‘‘ Licentiousness prevails to a most alarming extent 
among the people. The almost universal prevalence of 
intemperance ts anéther prolific source of the moral dark— 
ness and degradation of the peopic.”’ 


With much mre to the same effect. @he Lon- 
don Times, about the same year, speaking of the 
results of emancipation in Jamaica, says: 

*« The negro bas not acquired with his freedom any hab- 
its of industry or morality. His independence is but litle 
better than that of an uncaptured brute. Having accepted 
iew of the restraints of civilization, he is amenable to few 
of its necessities. The blacks, therefore, instead of be- 
coming intelligent husbandmen, have become vagrants and 
equatters ; and it is now apprehended that, with the failure 
of cultivation in the tsland, will come the failure of its re- 
sourees for instructing or controlling its population.” 


The Times goes on, in terms too long for quo- 
tation here, to express its belief, founded upon the 
very highest authority, that the whole * masees of 
the population will retrograde to barbarism.’’ The 
New York Evening Post, known to be a violent 


Abolition journal, in speaking of the decline of || MO" Sense will admit of no sort of doubt. 


the industrial interests of the island a few years 
ago, Says: 

* This decline has been guing on from year to year, daily 
becoming more alarming, until at length the island has 


reached what would appear to be the last profound of distress 
and wmisery.’” : 


Governor Wood, of Ohio, on his way to Val- 


as | 
Says General Henningsen, in his recent mas- |! 


| Plain! 


In Canada, and in the free States of || 
the North, he is surrounded by highly civilized majorities, | 


A nation i] 





araiso, in 1853, speaks thus of what he witnessed 
in Jamaica: 


«We saw many plantations—the buildings dilapidated— 
fields of sugar cane half worked, and apparently poor; and 
nothing but that which will grow without labor appeared 
luxuriantand flourishing. Since the blacks have been lib- 


erated, they have become indolent, insolent, degraded, and | 


dishonest. They are a rude, beastly sct of vagabonds, lying || 


naked about the streets, as filthy as the Hottentots, and I 
believe worse.”’ 


| Bishop Kip says, also, on the same subject: 


tion has sunk is, we are told, indescribable.” 


These are but a few extracts from the vast mass 


} . . 
the connected pursuit of my subject would have 


induced me to waste time in citing proof as to the 

| utter degradation of free-negro communities. 
The scheme of removing and colonizing four 
million people is so utterly absurd in practice 
| that it needs only to be suggested to exhibit its en- 
| tire impracticability. Amalgamation is so odious, 
that even the mind of a fanatic recoils in disgust 
and loathing from the prospect of intermingling 
| the quick and jealous blood of the European with 
| the putrid stream of African barbarism. What, 
| then, is best and right to be done with our slaves? 
and unequivocally, common sense says, 
| keep the slave where he isnow—in servitude. The 


} 
| 
' 


| interest of the slave himself imperatively demands 


| it. The interest of the master, of the United States, 


|| of the world, nay, of humanity itself, says, keep 
| the slave in his bondage; treat him humanely, teach 


| him Christianity, care for him in sickness and old 


j 


|| age, and make his bondage light as may be; but 


| above all, keep him a slave and in strict subordina- 
tion; for that is his normal condition; the one in 
which alone he can promote the interest of him- 
| self or of his fellows. If this is not the language 
| of political philosophy and true philanthropy, if 
| this is not right, then are my most ardent convic- 
tions and the most generous impulses of my. heart 
| but shallow and false delusions; and I pray to be 
enlightened, as one who would, if possible, rise 
above all the surroundings of prejudice and sec- 


|| tion to view this great question solely by the pure 


i 


| and unflickering light of truth. 

Such being our circumstances, and such our 
convictions, it is time for the opponents of slavery 
to know, and to be warned, that it is something 
more than pecuniary interest that binds us to that 
institution. It is not, as we are often tauntingly 
| told, a desire for gain, or an aversion to physical 


|| labor, that makes us jealous of any interference 





with slavery. The principle is more deeply seated 
| than this. The general welfare and prosperity of 
| our country, the very foundation of our society, 
| of our fortunes, and, to a greater or less extent, 

the personal safety of our people, combine to 
| make us defend it to the last extremity. And 
| neither considerations of the Federal Union, nor 


|| any other good, will allow us to permit any direct 


interference with our rights in this respect. 
But we are to be lulled to sleep, and our fears 
| quieted, as to the purposes ofthe Republican party, 
| by the oft-repeated assertions of yourleaders, that 
| you do not intend to interfere with it in the States. 
fou say, again and again, that you only intend 
to prevent its extension into the Territories; and 
you complain that southern men will unjustly con- 


tinue to charge you with interference with it mside | 
the States. Mr.Sewarp, in his recent opiate, says: | 


** 3. That the capital States [by which he is supposed to 


mean slave States} do not practically distinguish between 
legitimate and constitutional resistance to the extension 
of slavery into the common Territories of the Union, and 
unconstitutional aggression against slavery established by 
local laws in the capital States.” 


1] 
! 
| 
| 
| 
i 
} 


one of the grand principles of the Republican 
party, that there shall be no interference with 
slavery inside the States. I contend,'sir, that to 
prohibit slavery in all the Territories, by an act 


| 
| And Mr. Wane has laid it down recently, as 


The depth of degradation to which the negro popula- | 
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find their value impaired most wofilly, 
|| justly regard it as an interference with 
| of trade. 








of Congress, or to refuse to admit a new State be- | 


cause she recognizes slavery, would be a direct 
and unequivocal interference, about etnias 

n the 
first place, because it materially impairs the value 
of my property to restrain my power to remove 
it; and especially to make it no Jonger my prop- 
erty when I take it into what Mr. Sewarp him- 
self acknowledges to be ‘the common territory.”’ 
If your shoes and cotton fabrics were prohibited 


by Congress from entering the South, you would | 


March 14, 


and would 
the rights 


In the second place, by surrounding ¢} 


. - . . ve . 
States with free territory, and building ys 


. ~ in WwW) 
an impassable wall, you would eventually oom 
the abolition of slavery. Our population would 


become so dense, and our slaves so numerous 
that we could not live; their value would Benen” 
ciate to nothing, and we would not be able to — 
them. Do you not call this interference > If no 
then what is it? A general desires to take a a 
tain city; thinking it too strong to be won be 
storm, he sits down with his army before it Rai 
his lines of circumvallation, cuts off its supplies, 
and, shutting off all communication, waits patiently 
for famine and domestic insurrection to do the? 
work. True, he says, ‘Don’t be alarmed jp 
there; I am not going to interfere with your in- 
ternal affairs; I have no right to do that: in fae; 
one of the rules of war in my camp is, no inter. 
ference with the internal affairs of this city: my 
only intention is that you shall not spread, as yoy 
are a very sinful people.’’ Yet that city, in spite 
of these protestations, would soon find itself syh. 
jugated and ruined. Yow are interfering with our 
rights in the most dangerous manner, by thus 
seeking to violate one of the oldest and plaines: 
principles of justice a reason—that you cannot 
do indireetl that which you are forbidden to do 
directly. T e voice of the nation, speaking through 
its Representatives by a majority of four to one, 
North and South, affirmed this in 1838. I the 
Twenty-Fifth Congress, Mr. Atherton, of New 
Hampshire, moved a series of resolutions on this 
subject, the third of which sets forth— 

‘That Congress has no right to do that indirectly which 
itcannot do directly; and that the agitation of the subject 
of slavery inthe District of Columbia or the Territories, 
as a means, and with the view of disturbing or overthrow- 
ing thatinstitution in the several States, is against the true 
spirit and meaning of the Constitution, an infringement of 
the rights of the States affected, anda breach of the public 
faith upon which they entered into the Confederacy.” 

Upon this resolution the yeas were 164, and the 
= 40 Well may youcomplain that the South 
will not distinguish between your resistance to 
the extension Of slavery into the Territories anda 
direct interference with its existence in the States. 
The acutest minds can only see a different means 
of attaining the same result. 

In the third place, your agitation and eternal 
harangues have a direct and inevitable teydency 
to excite our slaves to insurrection. I know that 
you deny, not only an intention to do so, but the 
effect also. But you speak in ignorance or disre- 
gard of history. It is unnatural to suppose that 
the noise of this great conflict will not reach the 
negro’s ear, and that your violent professions of 
regard for his rights will not make him believe 
that those who shelter him when he runs away 
will not also help him to cut his master’s throat. 
The constant denunciation of his owners by your 
crazy fanatics will make him regard them as 
monsters, and will cause him to cherish the coals 
of rebellion until they burst forth into a consum- 
ing fire. Wilberforce and Macaulay did not even 
intend to abolish slavery in the West Indies when 
they began their struggle for the rights of the ne- 

ro—so they said—and they scouted the idea with 
Fonter that their agitation would lead to servile 
war. And yet, when the shrieks of murdered men 
and outraged women went up through the hot roar 
of conflagration througheut those lovely Islands, 
the raging demons of lust and brutality bore upon 
their standards the name of Wilberforce, the phi- 
lanthropist, beneath the effigy of a white woman 
kneeling at the feet of a negro, and on which was 
inscribed “ Liberty and white wives!” And so 
strongly do these facts press upon you, as the 
legal result of pour abolition teachings, that we 
have witnessed the mortifying spectacle of gentle- 
men rising on this floor and solemnly declaring 
that they were not in favor of servile insurrection: 

But all this injustice will you do, and all these 
dangers to our wives and children will youimcut, 
rather than permit slavery to enter another Ter- 
ritory, or permit it to come into the Union he 
slave State,even though the unanimous voice oft z 
people thereof so desired it. And this a 
which you mock us by calling “common, W®® 
do you intend to do with it? Sir, there are some 
districts in the South, in which the widows of sla" 
Mexican volunteers will outnumber the . 
forces which some of your northern States had! 
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os field during that war. And yet these widows 
end their orphans are not permitted to enter, with 
iy property, upon these fair lands which their 

ehands purchased with their blood. They have 
Tidal the satisfaction of seeing them sold for 
7 use of the public Treasury. You thrust them 


t? 
i 


aside; Te. 
propose to give them away to those among you 


ho cannot pay one shilling per acre for homes. 
The advocates of this agrarian iniquity unblush- 
ingly 
re fus . 
the North. ) 
«homes for the homeless’’ and *‘Slands for the 
landless’ can deceive no one. Why not givealso 
money to the moneyless, and shoes to the bare- 


foot? Why not imitate Rome, when growing cor- || 
oot? 


~ynt, and distribute largesses of money and pro- 
visions among the people? It would be the same, 
with the difference that Rome robbed her gal 
inces to feed her citizens, whilst you would rob 
your citizens to feed the provinces. aaa: you 
would feed the world; for every ail, work-house, 


and penitentiary in Europe would be emptied into | 


our Territories. ‘The Atlantic ocean would be 
»ridged, and swarms would pour across to enter 
i to this land, which is too good for southern 
slaveholders. The good would come no faster, 
and of the bad we’have enough already. Theold 


States lose their population fast enough as it is, | 
and no one should desire to increase the depopu- | 
lation. The true title of the bill, sir, should read: | 
«4 bill to encourage foreign and domestic vaga- | 
bondism, by granting quarter sections of the pub- | 


lic land to each actual vagabond that cannot pay 
twelve and a half cents per acre for a home.”’ 

[ would finally beg to say to these anti-slavery 
gentlemen, that for purposes of present advantage 


they take but a limited view of the future of this | 


creat question. A world in arms could not abol- 


ish slavery in the southern States to-day, or, if | 
once abolished, a world in arms. would rise up | 


and demand its restoration to-morrow. Ourslaves 


are this moment more firmly fixed in their bond- | 


age than at any previous moment in our history. 
Theirlabor has become an indispensable necessity, 
not only to ourselves, but to the civilized world; 


and statesmen, whether British or American, know | 


it. Our united people will defend it with their 


blood in the Union, and should your whole soci- | 


ety, yielding to a mad fanaticism, so trespass upon 
ourrights as to drive us from the Union, we would 
find ourselves able to defend it as an independent 
nation, In fact, we have all the capacities for a 
separate and independent existence that are caleu- 


lated to make a great and prosperous State: We | 
proquce all the great items of raw material neces- | 


sary for manufactures; the well-watered valleys of 
themountain regions in Virginia, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee and North Carolina, present the most de- 
sirable seats for manufactories in the world. 
Thebeautiful, healthful, and magnificent mount- 
ain region of western Carolina, which { am proud 
to represent on this floor, presents greater facilities 
itself for manufacturing than all New England put 
together. The coal fields of my State would feed 
the glowing furnace for ages to come; and the fer- 
ule plains of the northwestern States do not furnish 
a finer region for the production of the common 
articles of food, than the great States of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and North Carolina. In fact, we com- 
bine everything within ourselves that is necessary 
fora separate and independent existence. 


and the opening up of the great regions of the 


West by the southern Pacific railroad, and the || 


mingling of the waters of the Ohio with those of 
‘he Chesapeake bay, by canal, would make her 
‘rival the magnificence of Tyre and Sidon. In 


al these mutations, whilst we could flourfSh, || 
prosperity would be stricken down. to the || 
and your dependence upon our raw material | 


your 
dust, 


Would stil hold you our obsequious dependant. 


, tou talk now of forbearing to interfere with | 
“avery among us, because of the delicacy of the | 
question and the interest it involves to us} but 


Vv - . . . 
at! know that your own prosperity is still more 
pendent upon its existence. It is a tender re- 


gard for the goose that lays for you the golden | 


wane makes you profess to be unwilling to 
he ee upon it, You know that slave labor 
“s but all your cities and towns, has erected 
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- and, by what you call a ** homestead bill,’ | 


avow that it will enable them to ship off the 
<p scum and redundant villainy of the cities of | 
Your high-sounding catchwords of | 


77 : Nor- | 
fulk, which I believe is in any event destined to | 
vecomea rival of New York and Liverpool, would | 
tien become the great port of entry for the South; | 
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your great warchouses, freights your rich navies, 


the bleak and sterile hills of New England. You 
know that the shirt you wear, when yow stand up 


you indite wed senseless philippics against the 
South, are the products of slave labor. You not 


to the prejudice which you feed and pamper 
against slavery, and which, alone, constitutes 
your whole stock in trade. 

Think not, therefore, that you can prevent the 
extension of slavery, or abolish it where it is. For 


up and surrounding us by Wilmot provisoes, or 
by your homestead bills, in filling up the common 
territories with northern and foreign squatters in- 
imical to slavery, the time will come when the 
southern people, gathering up their households to- 
gether, sword in hand, will force an outlet for it 
at the cannon’s mouth. Long years might inter- 


it certainly would, and we would then go forth 
and find other lands whose soil and climate were 
adapted to ourinstitutions, from which you would 
not dare to attempt to expel us. But will you 
drive us to this course? Will the great conser- 


inheritors with us alike of the common glories of 
the past and heirs apparent of the unspeakable 
glories of our future, continue to urge this dire 
extremity upon their southern brethren? Or will 
they not rather ‘‘ be still, and behold how God 
will bring it to pass??? Will they not wait with 
patience for this great and all-absorbing problem 
to work itself out according to the immutable laws 
of climate, soil, and all the governing circum- 
stances with which He has ever controlled the 
uprisings and the down-sittings of gen? In this 
way, and this only, as the waters of the great 
sea purify themselves, will the good of both the 
African slave and his European master be ac- 
complished; without violence, without blood, and 
without a disruption of the bonds which bind to- 
together this blood-bought and blood-cemented 
Union, which our fathers founded in the agony 
of the greatest of human struggles and builded 
with prayers to Heaven for its perpetuity. This 
way alone will enable us to avoid that dread day 





| 


terness of my spirit that I could curse it even as 
Job cursed his nativity: ‘* Let that day be dark- 
ness; let not God regard it from above, neither 
let the light shine upon it. Let it not be joined 
unto the days -of the year; let it not come into 
the number of the months. Let the stars of the 
twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but 
have none; neither let it see the dawning of the 
day.” 

Mr. SEDGWICK obtained the floor. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. I understand that 


proceed with his remarks this evening; and if he 


mp? 


moments. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I will, with the understand- 
ine that I shall have the floor when the House 
shall go into committee again. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection.. } aM 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, 
on the Sth day of December last we assembled in 
this Hall. Immediately, almost before we had 
taken our seats, the Democratic side of the House 
commenced to “agitate”? the slavery question. 
Loud as that party has ever been in its denuncia- 
ations of ‘* agitation,’’ it commenced, with inde- 
cent haste, and carried on with unparalicled vir- 
ulence for many weary wecks, a serics of most 
exeiting declamations upon this all-absorbing 
topic. We Republicans sat quietly in our seats, 
even when out principles were misrepresented, 
our motivesimpugned, and foul aspersions cast on 
those whom we delight to honor. We did this 
because we believed our first duty was to organize 
this House. We believed the discussion indulged 
| in to be wholly irrelevant; and hence we would 
not, and did not, to any considerable extent, per- 
|| teipate. It was most emphatically a Democratic 
|| discussion; originatingywith, carricd on by, and 


\| designed exclusively for, the benefit of that party. || 


to denounce the slaveholder; the sugar that sweet- | 
ens your tea, when you sit down to the evening | 
and morning meal—nay, the very paper on which | 


should you succeed, as you threaten, in cooping us | 


vative masses of the northern people, who are | 


of disunion, of which I have thought in the bit- | 


and carries wealth and happiness throughout all | 


vene before this neeessity came upon us, but come | 


the gentleman from New York does not wish to | 


| ern and northwestern Democrats, 
only thus grow rich upon what you call an in- || 


iquity, but you owe your positions in this Hall || this floor, and the declarations here made b 
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But, sir, I do not regret this discussion. The 
country has learned from it more than one sound 
and profitable lesson. It has demonstrated the 
truth of what we Republicans have been telling 
our constituents for the last two years, namely: thas 
the so-called Democratic party is essentially and un- 
mistakably pro-slavery in its character. This charge 
has usually been met with a flat denial by north- 


But denials 
will no longer answer. The acts of the party on 





gentlemen from various sections of the Union, 
leave no room for doubt. That every Democratic 
Representative on this floor from the slaveholding 
States is a justifier and upholder of the peculiar 
institution, will not be questioned. And, sir, of 
the ninety-three Administration Democrats in the 
House, sixty-seven are from slaveholding States, 
and may hence, as they are in good standing in 
the party, be certainly classed as pro-slavery. 

I will not attempt to state in my own ianguage 
the position which this large majority of the De- 
mocracy on this floor oceupy on this subject. 
They shall speak for themselves; and, to save both 
time and space, I will introduce but a single 


| eXtract, 


In a discussion which took place on the 18th 
day of January, between the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Canetn) and the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. McRag,] the following oc- 
curred: 

“Mr. Carter. I want to ask the gentleman from Mis 
sissippi at what period of time slavery first existsin a 
‘Territory? 

“Mr. MeRakr. I will answer that question. ‘That was 
the question | would have answered after having my opin- 
ion read; but the gentleman wanted my opinion, and did 
not wantanargument. Therefore I confined myself strictly 
to the privilege which I understand I hold from him—sim- 
ply to answer his question. 

** i’ bere seems to have been an impression all the time 
in regard to this question of slavery in the Territories, that 


| the Constitution of the United States, in some shape or 


| tion does not create, and it cannot prohibit slavery. 


Other, carried it or fixed it there. ‘There seems to have 
been an impression that it was fixed or prohibited there by 
congressional legislation. ldo not heid to either of these 
doctrines. I will tell the gentleman when slavery com- 
mences ina Territory. It is when a citizen of a State, 
who owns a slave as his property, moves into a Territory 
with that slave as his property; then slavery is established 
there. That is the position. Slavery existed anterior to 
the Constitution. The Constitution did not create, and it 
cannot prohibit slavery. Congressional legislation cannot 
create, and it cannot prohibit slavery. Territorial legisla- 
Sla- 
very, sir, is that natural relation which the negro bears to 
the white man as property, and is general and universal 


| where it is notexcluded by local law. Thatis the position. 


Gentlemen want to make out that slavery is local, because 
it exists in particular places. Slavery is general and uni- 
versal. Itis a natural right, growing out of the natural 
relation in which that race stands tothe white race. That 
is the position. 

“Mr. Carter. Then it is a national institutior. 

“Mr. McRag. It is a universal institution of God and 
of man, nature and Christianity, earth and heaven, [{laugh- 
ter.] having its origin in the law of God, sustained by the 
Bible, sustained by Christianity, sustained by the laws of 
all nations, sustained by all history in all parts of the 


| world.” 


|| Democracy upon the slavery question. 
will yield to me, I will occupy the floor a few || 


This statement of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. McRag] gives truthfully, I believe, and 
in few words, the real position of the southern 
It an- 
nounces, clearly and emphatically, their belief in 
the ‘‘ Divine origin’’ of the institution, its har- 


| mony with the truths of the Bible, and its right to 


lumitiess expansion. Sir, I will not stop here to 
say what | think of this monst@ous idea of the 
Divine nature and origin of slavery; but I will say 
that I blush for my country when such sentiments 
are uttered by her Representatives here in this 
great council-hall ofthe nation. And I willsay fur- 
ther, that when I contemplate this gigantic fraud 
upon the rights of man, wide-spread as it is; when 
I reflect that its friends wield the mighty power 
of this Government to still further extent, and 
strengthen it; when [ hear the President, the ac- 
knowledgeéd head and leader of the party in power, 


| declare that ** neither Congress nora Territorial 


Legislature, nor any human power, has any au- 

thority”? to prevent its extension to the Territo- 

ries; and when a great party rises up in its pride 

and its strength and asserts that itis ‘* an insti- 
: F : . ” . 

tution of the Bible and of Heaven,’’ I will say, 


| sir, for I cannot refrain from saying, in the lan- 


guage of the great apostle of American Democ- 
racy, Thomas Jefferson, ‘‘ I tremble for my coun- 
try when I reflect that God is just, and that His 
justice cannot sleep forever.”’ 1 
But, Mr. Chairman, it may be said the north- 


crn Democrats on this floor are not pro-slavery. 
- 
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fellowship with men who lend themselves as will- 
ing instruments to hunt down the panting fugi- 


lows the lightning’s flash, so, with me, acts shall be coin- 
cident and commensurate with words.” 


[Mr. Kerrr] declared that: 
“ Should the Republican party succeed in the next presi 


Very well, let us meet the denial and see how the tive. And, sir, it is also true that we regard this | And Mr. De Janwerte, also, of the Old be 
matier stands. Are they anti-slavery? By no slave-catching as ‘dirty work’’—very ‘ dirty || minion, speaking of Mr. Sewarn, said: dential 
means. They will notthemselves make any such || werk.’’ Outside the Democratic party, nobedy || “You mayelect him President of the North « bu ae A 
pretensions. Not one of them dares rise in his || can be found in the Northwest so low, so 4cad || South, never. Whatever the event may be, others sof the Mr 
a tila : +. 1] : | fer; but Virginia, in view of her ancient 5. “s May dif- he D 
place here and speak of slavery as Jefferson spoke | to all the better feelings of the human heart, as to || of her itestthous bead: te thew’ be petont renown, in view the 
of it. Not one of them dares — here the Jan- || engage in this most despicable business. And does | will resist his authority.” er sic semper tyrennis, r is 
ve of » fathe : ad : : “a * 66 : . ital ¢ 
guage of the fathers of the Republic in regard to || it not afford conclusive roof—* confirmation Subsequently, Mr. Moone, of Alabama. «: occur, 
this institution; for, the moment he may do so, he || Strong as holy writ’’—of the truth of my charge “J do not concur with the declaration made a, said: which 
knows right well he will be summarily read out || that the Democratic is a pro-slavery party? __ by the gentleman from Tennessee, that the Gelten counse 
of the party and stigmatized as a Black Republi- || But listen to still another witness—and he is || Black Republican to the Presidency was not cause pt a“ 
can. || no other than the acknowledged leader of the Garannetne Vale. Whenever a President is elected depend 
Well, if these northern Democrats are not anti- || northern wing of the Democratic party. On the ue oT balleve, am the galtant Benne hom I repre constit 
slavery in their views, are they not necessarily || 23d of January, he [Mr. Doveras] said in his || represent, are ready, let the consequences bone part honor, 
pro-slavery? I hold, sir, that on this question, at || place in the Senate: | may, to fall back on their reserved rights and say : ‘Aen = 
the present time, therecan be no middle or neutral || “1 say this: ifthe people of Kansas want a slave State, | this Union, we haye/po longer any lot or part in it,» M 
ground, It is really the only vital question in || ? is pa pamnatesem not eens Foner ae ome ute Mr. Puen, of the same State, in a very care — 
pana ils : - || they have a right te it; and hence, J do not care, so far as ; 44 " 
American politics. It is the great and exciting || reamed way ction, whvthag thapanahe @ a free Webabr wit; — papas well-considered speech, said: South | 
subject of discourse in all places, upon all occa- || jt is none of my business. But the Senator (Mr. Fessen- f, with the character of the Government well defined liean— 
sions, among all classes. ‘The press, the pulpit, || pen) says he does care, he has a preference between free- || om o siagpts pod grixilones of the parties to the compact States. 
and the forum, have each caught up the mighty || dom and slavery, How long would he care if he wasa sugar || 5. early asserted by the Demoeratic party, the Black Repub. preside 
heme. and 3008 rhere > k E . ’, || planter in Louisiana residing on his estate, instead of living LiCEGS pet Pusan OF the Government, then the question see US 
theme, and are everywhere speaking to earnest || |, Maine? Sir, I hold the doctrine that a wise statesman is fully presented, whether the southern States wi! remain ties of | 
and appreciative audiences of the nature and ten- |) will adapt his laws to the wants, conditions, and interests || iM the Union, as subject and degraded colonies, or wi 7 
dencies of the institution. And, sir, at such a || of the people to be governed by them. Slavery may be very || they withdraw, and establish a southern confederacy of “Wi 
tiene aan aks snsalligent . thoughtful inet any- || essential in one climate and totally useless in another. Jf || C¢qal homogeneous sovereigns? of the 4 
r saan his R iI | ; r «“] “a fc || I were a citizen of Louisiana, Iwould vote for retaining and ofc judgment, the latter is the only course com pati- publica 
where in Uus Repu otic say, am neither 10F || jnaintaining slavery, because I believe the good of that people | ble with the honor, equality, and safety of the South ; anq An 
slavery nor against it?”? Much less can any Man || would require it. “As a citizen of Hlinois I am utterly op- || the sooner it is known and acted upon the better for aij d: 
rise here, after all that has transpired in this Hall, || —y to it, because our interests would not be promoted | Th to the compact. sad: 
i declare that he is neither pro-slavery nor anti- || >y it-” he truest conservatism and wisest statesmanshi “Ger 
and declare that he 1s neither } Slavery hor an | Ag o | demand a speedy termination of all association with such sent ye 
slavery—that it is to him matter of indifference || 0 serve, 2 fr. Doveras does not care whether || confederates, and the formation of another union of States represe 
whether the institution is confined to its present | Kansas is a free State or not; and only opposes homogeneous in population, institutions, interests, and the Go 
limits and doomed to speedy extinction, or spread || slavery in Lilinois ‘* because the interests of the State Epes : . ; a 
over all the land and perpetuated through all com- || Would not be promoted by it!” It is solely a And these gentlemen are sustained in their dis- justice 
ing time. || question of * interest.’’ Justice, conscience, have || union sentiments by their colleague, (Mr. Curay,} . 
Mr. Chairman, neutrality in this warfare is not || nothing to do in the settlement of this great prob- who said: - 
poment indifference is not ee pen Every man’s ] em. The law of God and the rights of man are York, (Mr, Guana] ho it may ap apy friend from New bent 
' ae nee : onetime Sneed, ; or r. CLARK,] however much it may revolt the pub. uttere 
1eart is on the one side or the other, Every man, || a os neeny: pgnores — this, os oo lic sentiment or conscience of this eountry, | ana pet ofad 
to a greater or less degree, sympathizes with the || from a man who is put forward by northern Vem- || ashamed or afraid publicly to avow that the election of I will 
Republican or Democratic party. If with the || 0crats as their favorite candidate for the Presi- |} Wituiam H. Sewarp or Salmon P. Chase, or any such 
former, itis because of his anti-slavery tendencies; } dency. Surely, no further proof is required to ee of = Rapebiesn seety, upon a sectional hee 
ye 5 ree fpr Cad: 1] n platform, ought to be resisted to the disruption of every tic es 
if with the latter, because of his ee erery ne | — oe pro slaver eee of he eentes of that binds this Confederacy together. [Applause on the by th 
encies. Hence I conclude that northern Demo- || the — ae the aa pe Democratic side of the House. }” the 2 
o- : . aleues : ntiment: || are e : 
crats on this — are pro-slavery in sentiment; ] = ss 2X, pene > ot Mr. Gartret, speaking “ for the people of “Mu 
for I oe not charge them with acting in opposi- || ine Breed <a oes Bs gen gy te ae a Georgia,’’ marks out the course to be pursued by on one 
on to their convictions. ‘ I Republi A ale mags ape ag- & them in case of the election of a Republican Pres- cae 
But, sir, | have other reasons for classing them || theo vat Yj ee ion, to et eae Me | ident. He says: ae 
: oe an jate P -slave 2 eal view 3 g P . 
with their southern associates here as pro-slavery || ‘heir rea — in t ne P bel, ing presidenta “J need not tell what I, as a southern man, will do—! sma 
men. Their acts have shown them to be such. || Campaign, 4 most sincere i pelleve. think I may safely speak for the masses of the people of whatev 
How long, how bitterly, how factiously they op- || But, Mr. Chairman, I charge further that the |) Georgia—that when that event happens, they, in my judg- hand, 4 
posed the organization of this House under anti- || Democratic is a disunion party. And on this er et _ sonnees ” an overt ne acomeretee of 4 ence ta 
mint ie Satie ane le . af : > : -. |, and meet immediately in convention, to take into consid- uvainta 
slavery auspices! How earnestly they labored to | charg on: pen he me to show, the proof is || cration the mode and measure of redress. ‘That is my po- Union 
secure the election of a Or man to the | equally conclusive with that which has been ad- sition; and if that be treason to the Government, make'the solved 
Spcakership! They resisted the clection of Mr. || duced to show its pro-slavery character, — most of it.?? . elemen 
Sherman, because of his anti-slavery views; yet || Often, 1 might say almost daily, during the And hiscolleague, [Mr. Crawrorp,] speaking, cans 
cheerfully, persistently, voted for ultra pro-sla- || long contest for the Speakership, have threats of || as he declares, the sentiment of every Democratic jr 
very southern Democrats. They set the seal of he dissolution of the Union been repeated in this Representative from the State of Georgia on this Union ; 
their condemnation upon all anti-slaveryism, by || Hall. And whence come they? Not from the || floor, thus boldly avows disunion sentiments: devotio 
opposing its advocates; while they most emphati- | Republican side. Not once has this treasonable ‘< | want the question tested between you and us. J want ing'up 
cally approved the pro-slaveryism of their south- || threat been made on this side the House. Not || it settled. 1 want to know whether we are to be con- thine 
‘brethre ,rivine tac ; » 1} » has i i i trolled, whether we are to be limited to where slavery now 
ern br thre ny by BV ing 60. nes hampionsa " alous \| _ b as it fallen from Republican ips. I assert, exists, or whether.we are to have liberty togo beyond. We yet tha 
and cordial support. Sir, ifthe tree is to be judged || Sit, without fear of contradiction, that every threat || have now four million slaves. In some twenty-five years te 9 
by its fruits; if the real sentiments of men are to ofa dissolution of this Confederacy of States made-|| hence we will have eight million. We demand expansion. ae 
be learned from their acts, the conclusion is irre- || 0 this floor since the vveey tds J of Congress, has ws Wil pane cepnnsten, in sptne-of, the Repent rel eae 
le the ini i || come from members of th m i y ANG Al) Be aceon iets OF the : Fiygeh © eadeng 
sistible that these Administration Democrats from r J fe members of the = ee , [Applause from the Democratic benches and the galleries. chair.” 
2 the free States are pro-slavery men. or a few minutes, sir, iet me call the attention * * * * * * * * * g' 2 Wh 
i But, Mr. Chairman, | go further still, and cite || of gentlemen to a few of the many remarks of ‘* Now, in regard to the election of a Black Republican to this 
their own lnnguage to prove against them the || this character to which we have been compelled || Present Unaremns wacarand Lspeak tne commst, WML gene 
Ve . . “2 > i ; 1] sten. 1 eas ; , i 
e charge of pro-slaveryism. It will be admitted, I - ; ald b oe 7 rhe on me h uli ban will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Repub candi¢ 
4 presume, that if there be any tendency to anti- || 1t shou e done. 1e country should KnOW || jican President. [Applause from the Democratic benches. with | 
t slavery views among the Democratic members of what Democracy is here at the capital. and hisses from the Republicans.] I repeat ae of all | 
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bi to the eee ereignty doctrinesof Mr. Doue- || Gay passed, during the long contest for the clec- | guration of a Black Republican President. [Renewed ®p- weste! 
Las. \ eli, sir, what do these men say? On the || von of Speaker, in which some Democrat in good |! pjause and hisses.]”  * Ailey et. O The mee Mr. Si 
17th of December last, a member from Wisconsin || standing in the pony did not prescribe the terms || confiding of them ail are, sir, for‘ equality in the og oa —witl 
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Sir, in this brief extract the whole question is || this abolition spirit. You must repeal the laws with which >° ; Can 
rielded slavery is i tified d i q " . you have polluted your statute-books to nullify that pro- “ As to disunion, upon the election of a Black pa De 
y ed, § y jus » And its expansion || vision of the Constitution which protects the value of our || lican, I can speak for no one but myself and those aaa mo 
approved. || slave property along the borders; for we do not mean to || here the honor to represent ; and [ say, without a - man ocrats 
On the 9th of the same month, Mr. Logan, of || stay in the Union until you have converted the border || that upen the election of Mr. Sewarp, or any ot ae and Wisec 
; Illinois, said: || States into free States, and so demoralized and enervated || who indorses and proclaims the doctrines held Ot ec avat remen 
+ meds erte. oe || Our strength. You must pass laws at home, condemning || his party—call him by what name you please—fam itn r 
ee “ Every frigitive that has been arrested in Illinois, or in || and subjecting to the handsof justice the men who advise || of an immediate dissolution of the Union. And, sit, M united 
= any of the western States—and | call Illinois a western and the men who plot and the men who engage in these in- || [speak the sentiments of my own constituents, an Uttere¢ 
eg rt Se I ~. pane mange * one ita vara mn surrectionary attempts. You must do fer us what we do || State of South Carolina, when I say so.” San 
; —has been mede inoi Democr - . id: 
te 2 have all that poset ‘to do. ies call it the dirty work of the at oak or Tiwi A ad - Vase tae Mr. Borce, also of South Carolina, peed Fed- truth ¢ 
& Democratic party to catch fugitive slaves for the southern || jaws, unless you do put down this spirit of abolitionism “Should this party acquire the ascendancy int and disuni 
b people. We are willing to perform that dirty work.” the Union will be short.” > || eral Government, the southern States will have press made 
: . forced on the con 
: Mr. Cl . to them the gravest question that can be But f 
ee Mr. Chairman, these are truthful words. Every Mr. Prror, of the same State, said: sideration of political communities. For my ow" us 
ae fugitive slave arrested in the western States is ar- | ‘We have threatened and resolved, and resolved and || think they will be blind not to perceive the purposes ott show 
a rested by Democrats. And I thank God it is so; |! tasemngned, oud banies ans fom ane wee recanted || party, and infatuated not to act accordingly. th Carolina disreg, 
. ays . | our resolutions, until, so help me will never utter : aro reck 
for L could not find it in my heart to hold political | another threat or another resolution ; but, as the stroke fol- And still another member from Sou les 
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tial election, . . 
oe Union at once and forever.” 


my advice to the South is tosnap the cords | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





Mr. McRae, of Mississippi, thus speaks for | 


the Democracy of that State: 


«J said to my constituents, and to the people at the cap- | 


i of my State, on my way here, that if such an event did 
cr. while it would be their duty to determine the course 
’ ne State would pursue, it would be my privilege to 


ita! 
occu 
which the | 
counsel WI 


vy in such an event, that my counsel would be to take in- 
= .ndence out of the Cnion in preference to the loss of 
de = tutional rights, and consequent degradation and dis- 
Cone init. Thatis my position, and it is the position which 
pre the Democratic party of the State of Mississippi will 
maintain.” : 

Mr. SivcteTon, of the same State, said: 


« You ask me when will the time come ; when will the 
south be united? It will be when you elect a Black Repub- 
aril ALE, SEWARD, OF Chase—President of the United 
Sled Whenever you undertake to elect such a man to 
reside over the destinies of the South, you may expect to 
, ys undivided and indivisible friends, and to see all par- 
he South arrayed to resist his inauguration.” 

* * * * * * * * * 


see 
tres ol t 
* 


«“ We can never quietly stand by and permit the control 
of the Army and Navy to go tuto the hands of a Black Re- 
publica President.” 

Another member from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
said: 

«Gentlemen of the Republican party, I warn you. Pre- 
sent your sectional candidate for 1860; elect him as the 
representatit e of your system of labor ; take possession of 
the Government, as the instrument of your power in. this 
contest of ‘irrepressible conflict,’ and we of the South will 
tear this Constitution in pieces, and look to our guns for 
justice and right against aggression and wrong.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, I might occupy the whole of the 
hour allotted me in thus repeating what has been 
uttered by the Democracy on this floor in favor 
of a dissolution of the Union of these States. But 
[ will not do it. 
ungracious task. Yet I should not do justice to 


the subject did I not repeat here what was said | 


th them as to what I believed to be the proper | 
ourse ; and I said tothem, what I say now and will always | 
e 








and a Democratic Senate confirmed, Hon. Charles 
J. Faulkner as Minister to France. This was a 


GLOBE. 


deliberate act on the part of the President, a de- | 


liberate act on the part of the Senate, and a very 
significant act in the present posture of political 
affairs. Mr. Faulkner’s position was well known; 
and that position was most emphatically indorsed 
by the Executive when he nominated him, and by 
the Democratic side of the Senate when it voted 


ing, held not long since in Virginia, over which 
Mr. Faulkner presided, he said: 

* When that noble and gallant son of Virginia, Henry A. 
Wise, declared, as was said he did in October, 1856, that, 
if Frémont should be elected, He WOULD SEIZE THE Na- 
TIONAL ARSENAL AT Harper’s Ferry, how tew would, at 


| solid for his confirmation. Ata Democratic meet- | 


that time, have justified so bold and decided a measure? | 


It is the fortune of some great and gifted minds to see far in 
advance of their contemporaries. Should Witi1AM H. Sew- 
ARD be elected in 1860, where is the man now in our midst 
who would not call for the impeachment of a Governor of 
Virginia who would silently suffer that armory to pass under 


| the control of such an executive head ?”’ 


Ah! Mr. Chairman, it is the men holding these 
treasonable sentiments, the men whe threaten to 


racy. These are the men that rule the party and 


| the nation at home, and are sent to misrepresent 


us abroad. And sir, how that party must have 
fallen, how entirely it must have forgotten or 
ignored the teachings of the fathers, and how 
wickedly it betrays its trust, when thus it strength- 
ens the hands of those that preach treason, and 


|| tear the Constitution in pieces,’’ and * disrupt |! 
| every tie that binds this See together,’’ | 
| that are the pets and favorites of modern Democ- 


| crowns with high honors the fiercest enemies of | 


I have no desire to pursue the || 


by the member from Texas, [Mr, H'ammton,] on | 


the 27th of January last. He said: 


‘ Much has been said of the Union, and love forthe Union, 
on one hand,and much of the Union, and dissolution of the 
Union, on the other. 1 am not aboutto proceed togive my 
views upon the merits of questions that have been discussed 
during the session. I content myself with making this re- 


mark, though it grate harshly upon the ears of some, that | 


whatever love may be excited for the Union on the onc || 


hand, and whatever may be declared on the other in refer- 
ence to its disruption; whatever may be said by some to 


maintain it at all hazards, [ believe that a dissolution of the || 


Union is this day upon us. 
solved now. 
elements of this House to arrest it ; but that cannot be done 
by the election of a Black Republican Speaker. I believe 


The Union, sir, is being dis- | 
it may be in the power of the conservative | 


that L represent as conservative a constituency as any gen- || 
tleman upon this floor; a people who are as devoted to the || 


Union; & people, sit, who have, I think, manifested that || contributed immeasurably to awaken the freemen 


devotion by as much liberality and unselfishness, by yield- 


ing-up what no other State in this Union has yielded, a sep- | 
arate-and independent nationality in order to participate in | 
this Confederacy which we all profess so much tolove ; and || 


yet that same State, that same people, are now solemnly 


resolving that itis better that the wheels of Government I] ble energy, anda devotion to country unsurpassed 


by any race of men, they have turned to a care- | 


should be arrested where they are to-day, and no organiza- 


tion ever effected, than: that the candidate of the Repub- || 


—_ party shall be elected and placed in the Speaker’s 

What gives special significance and importance 
to this extract, Mr. Chairman, is the fact that the 
gendeman who uttered it was for some days a 
candidate for Speaker of this House, and received, 
with perhaps a single exception, the united yote 
of all members on, this floor in regular standing 
in the Democratic party. Northern and north- 
western Democrats who opposed the election of 
Mr. Saerman—an anti-slavery,Union-loving man 
—with a bitterness unparalleled in our history, 


with the utmost @lacrity wheeled into line wiih | 
the disunionists of the South, and cast their votes | 
for one who, as if impatient of delay, declares | 


“the Union is being dissolved now !”° 
Can it be, Mr. Chairman, that this is sound 


ccrats of Ohio, Indiana, Llinois, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin? Whether it be-or not, let it be ever 
remembered, their Representatives on this floor 
unitedly cast their votes for the member who 
Uttered it, . 

I might, sir, adduce additional proof of the 
truth of the proposition that the Democratic is a 
‘sunion party, by reference to elaborate speeches 
made recently in the other end of the Capitol. 
_ I will not pause for that. A single fact will 
“iow that the same spirit of disunion, the same 


sregard of the Constitution, the same wild and | 


reckless fanaticism, find favor there, and in the 


Xeeutive mansion, as well as here. 
Democratic President recently nominated, 


1 
I} 


| horde of ignorant slaves and vicious freemen, | 
'| while it was compelled to issue Treasury notes to 


} 
| 





Democracy ? Js thisdoetrine palatable to the Dem- 1 





this Confederacy of States ! 


I turn from the black record chagrined, humili- 
ated. It is a sad thought that scores of honorable 
members; our own fellow-countrymen, sworn 
with us to support the Constitution, and pledged 
to labor for the honor and welfare of the whole 


Confederacy, should be found willing to rise in | 
their places here, and declare that the Union shall | 


not survive the election of a Republican President. | 


I say, sir, it is a sad, a humiliating thought. But 


I say, at the same time, there is no terror in these | 


threats. They have been often heard before,and 


the people of the free States have learned to look || 


for their repetition at the approach of every pres- 
idential campaign. And these very threats have 


of the North to the real dangers that beset the coun- 
try. Lister:ng to these treasonable sentiments 
they have asked: ‘‘ How and why is this?’’ And 
with all their native shrewdness, their indomita- 


ful and thorough investigation of political affairs. | 


And what have they discovered? 


They have found the General Government ex- | 


clusively pro-slavery in its character. 

They have found it devoted to the extension of 
slavery. 

They have found it devoted to the perpetuation 
of slavery. 

They have found it ignoring the rights and in- 
terests of free labor, and devoting its energies to 
the defense and support of slave labor, 

They have found it denying all aid to harbor 
and river improvements, so much needed for the 
protection of our commerce, and squandering its 
millions ef money upon party favorites and for 

purposes. 

ey have found it ready and anxious to ac- 
quire southern territory, without regard to cost 
in men or money, but tamely yielding when our 
northern boundaries are in dispute. 


They have found it offering millions upon mil- | 


lions for the purchase of Cuba, with its mongrel 


defray its ordinary expenses. 

They have found, in fact, that there is, back of 
the Government, and stronger than the Govern- 
ment, a power that for years has ruled the coun- 
try with tyrannic and despoticsway. That power 
is slavery. It has made Senators and Cabinets 
and Presidents, 


ties, and decisions for the courts. It has made 


|| compromises, used them for its own benefit, and 


lt has made platforms for par- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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violated them when they were no longer service- 
able It has sought, by fraud and by foree, to 
control the new regions of the West, and for this 
purpose has used, as its willing instruments, the 
national Government and its horde of dependants. 

All these things, and many more, Mr. Chair- 
man, have the people of the free States learned of 
the action, and the power which controls the 
action, of the Federal Government. And out of 
this knowledge, out of this state of facts, legiti- 
mately and necessarily, sprang the Republican 

a 

Mr. Chairman, a more agreeable task now de- 
volves upon me than that which | have been per- 
forming. There are yet bright spots in American 
politics. There is yet hope for the country. 'The 
people own the Government, and they will pre- 

serve it. ‘They will rescue it from the unworthy 
hands into which it has fallen. They will purge 

| it of corruption, and restore it to its original pu- 

/rity. They will make it once more an agency 
for goed, not an instrument of oppression. ‘They 

| will see that it is no longer destructive of the ends 

for which it was instituted, but that it is admin- 

| istered ‘‘ for the benefit of the governed.’’ To 
do this is the mission ef the Republican party— 
a high and holy mission, which, I trust, it will 
fearlessly and conscientiously fulfill. 

1 doubt, Mr. Chairman, whether any political 
party in the United States has ever been more fe- 
rociously assailed, more malignantly traduced, or 
more recklessly belied, than the one of which I 
speak, And it is in view ef this fact that I pro- 
pose briefly to examine the position of the people 


me | of the free States upon the subject of slavery, that 
Mr. Chairman, I will not pursue this investiga- | 


tion further. Enough, and more than enough, has | 
| been done to prove that the President and the | 
Democratic party in both branches of Congress 
sanction disunion as well as pro-slavery doctrines. || 


I may show what Republicanism is, and what it 
is not, 

All will readily admit that the masses in those 
States are, toa greater or less degree, anti-slavery 
in sentiment. The most radical portion are those 
who sympathize with and follew the lead of Wil- 
liam Lloyd Garrison. This class is confined 
chiefly to New England, and even there is not 
numerous. These men regard the Constitution 
of the United States as a pro-slavery instrument; 
in this respect fully agreeing with the disunionists 
ofthe South. And, if fam not mistaken, they join 
the fire-eaters of the South in clamoring for dis- 
union. And I may here say that they are the 
only disunionists to be fottnd anywhere in the free 
| States. There is no other portion of our anti-sla- 
very population that seeks or desires to break up 
the Union. 

From this class ofanti-slavery men, earnest and 
enthusiastic and self-sacrificing as they are, the 
South has nothing to fear. They will neither hold 
office themselves, nor aid in elevating others to 
office. They utterly refuse to resort to the ballot- 
box to right the wrongs of which they complain; 
and being non-resistants, they will never join in 
a hostile crusade against the peculiar institution. 
They preach against slavery, pray against sla- 
very, and print against slavery; leaving it to the 
Republicans to vote against it, and to ‘‘ the sword 
of the Lord and of Gideon’? to fight against it. 

The second class of anti-slavery men are those 
who sympathize with Gerritt Smith. They re- 
gard the Constitution of the United States as an 
anti-slavery instrument. They believe that the 
| Federal Government has the power, and that itis 
its duty, to abolish slavery throughout the whole 
land—*‘ to break every yoke, and let the oppressed 
go free.’’ This class of men resort to the. ballot- 
bex to right the wrongs of which they complain. 
This party, though more numerous than the Gar- 
risonians, embraces in all the free States buta few 
thousand men. Its chief strength, I believe, is 
in the State of New York: yet there it only polled 
five thousand four hundred and seventy votes, in 
an aggregate of five hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixteen; being but a very 
small fraction over the one hundredth partof the 
entire vote of the State, It cannot show the same 
relative strength in any other State; and I believe 
it is safe to say, that not one in two hundred of 
the voting population of the free States can be 
legitimately classed with this party. 

The next and last class of anti-slavery men is 

that with which it is my privilege and my pride 
|| to act; that class which is largely represented on 
|| this floor, and which embraces withm its organi- 
| zation an overwhelming majority of the people of 
the free States. It is that class which is known 
to candid people, and to all gentlemen, as the Re- 
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publican party; to those who have no regard for | 
the ordinary politeness and no respect for the com- 
mon civilities of hife—w hether t ey be poliucal 





‘ 


editors or members of Congress—it is known as | 


the Black Republican party. 

This party, Mr. Chairman, holds the politica! 
faith of the fathers of the Republic. 
that all men have an inalienable right to ** life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.’’ We believe, 


nay, we know, that slavery, socially, morally, | 


are is a bughting and a withering curse. 
e know that its influence is deleterious upon 


both the oppressorand the oppressed. We know it | 
retards the development of the material resources | 


of the country. We know it checks the onward 
march of civilization. We know it impedes the 


progress, as it corrupts the morals and perverts the | 


doctrines, of the Christian religion. We know itis 
surely,and with fearful rapidity, undermining the 
very foundations of our Government, and that if 
its onward course is not speedily stayed, our 
country will soon bea Repubiis only an name. 
But, Mr. Chairman, we mean it shall be stayed. 
We say to slavery, ** thas far, and no further.”’ 
We design to confine it to the States in which it 
now exists. Regarding itas a greatevil, we can- 


atriotic citizens, consent to its further extension. 
ience, the great and leading idea, the cardinal 
principle, of the Republican organization is the 
non-extension, or perhaps I might better say, the 
limitation of slavery. If there is fanaticism in this 
principle, we are fanatics. If thisis a treasonable 
principle, we are traitors, But those who so fero- 
ciously brand us with these epithets would do 


wellto remember that in so doing they are assail- | 


ing the memory of their own fathers, and jastify- 
ing the course of George IIl., who published them 
as outlaws, and set a reward upon their heads. 
The doctrines of the Republican party on the 
subject of slavery are bheoaly and authoritatively 
expressed in the following resolutions, which I 


quote from the platform of principles adopted at || 


Philadelphia, in 1856: 


“1. Resolved, That the maintenance of the principles 


romulgated in the Declaration of Independence, and em- | 
odied in the Federal Constitution, are essential tothe pres- | 


ervation of our republican institutions; and that the Fed- 


eral Constitution, the rights of the States, and the union ot 


the States, shal! be preserved. 

2. Resolved, That, withPour republican fathers, we hold 
it to be a self-evident truth, that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness; and that the primary object and ulterior design of 
our Federal Government were to secure those rights to all 
persons within its exclusive jurisdiction; that as our re- 


publican fathers, when they had abolished slavery inall our | 
national territory, ordained that no person should be de- | 


prived of life, tiberty, or property without due process of || 
law, it becomes our duty to maintain this provision of the || 
-onstitution aguinst all attempts to violate it, to prevent the || 
establishment of slavery in the Territories of the United || 
States by positive legislation prohibiting its existence there- | | 
in. And we deny the authority of Congress, of a Territo- || 
rial Legisiature, of any individual, or association of individ- | 
uals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory of | 
the United States, while the present Constitution shall be | 
Maintained. 

“3. Resolved, That the Constitution confers upon Con- | 
gress sovereign power Over the. Territories of the United 
States for their government; and that in the exercise of this 
power, it is both the right and the duty of Congress to pro- 
hibit in its Territories those twin relics of barbarism, 
polygamy and slavery.”’ 

The Republican party to-day, Mr. Chairman, 
stands upon this platform, and it will continue to 
stand there. Neither the threats of southern dis- 
unionists, nor the pitiful appeals of northern con- | 
servatives, nor the persevering efforts of selfish, 
time-serving politicians, will cause it to abandon 





the position it has taken. And when it shall have | 
obtained the control of national affairs, it will be | 
governed solely by ‘‘ the principles promulgated | 


in the Declaration of Independence and embodied | 


in the Federal Constitution.”’ And FT hesitate not | 





to say, that these principles, faithfully observed | 
in the administration of governmental affairs, will | 
iead to the abolition of slavery in the District of | 
Columbia; to the repeal or essential modification 
of the fugitive slave law; and to the limitation of | 
slavery to the States in which it now exists. If | 
these resolutions from the Republican platform | 
mean anything, they mean no less than this. And, 
sir, to limit slavery to its present possessions, is | 
to destroy it. It must expand or die. This | 
slaveholders know, and hence the earnestness | 
and zeal with which they labor for its extension. 
This we of the free States know, and hence our 
anxiety to confine it within its present bounda- 
ries. We would ‘limit, localize, and discourage’’ 


————— 


TH 


We believe | 





and all the ** compromises’’ of the Constitution, I 
would yet write in letters of gold, as the prime 
article of my political creed: ** No sLavery ovur- 
SIDE THE PRESENT SLave States.” 

I know,-Mr. Chairman, and the people I have 
the honor to represent know, that efforts are 
being made to modify the principles, and lower the 
standard of the Republican party. And I desire 
now, for my constituents and for myself, to sol- 
emnly protest against all such movements. Our 
principles, as enunciated at Philadelphia, are 
sound. We mean to stand by them. We have 
not the remotest idea of ipgei une any article 


|| remain in abeyance during the approaching strug- 
|| gle. We desire victory; we are anxious to wrest 
the Government from the control of the pro-sla- 
very party; but we do not desire to triumph at the 
expense of our principles. We wish the people 
to believe that we are right. When they do thus 
| believe, the national Government will be trans- 
| ferred to our hands; and, until it can thus be 
capitan transferred by the intelligent action 
| of men subscribing to our views, we have no 
| right to triumph. 

Holding these views, Mr, Chairman, we ex- 
pect that a man of our political faith, and for at 
least four years identified with the Republican 
|| organization, will be presented for our support in 
| the coming campaign. We—and by ‘we’ I 
mean my constituents and myself—can never con- 
sent to take as our candidate for the Presidency 
a man who lent ‘aid and comfort”’ to our oppo- 
nents four years ago. What! we vote fora man 
who, directly or indirectly, aided to place the 
present Chief Magistrate in the position he has 
so shamefully disgraced! The idea is preposter- 
ous; and I say, calmly, deliberately, emphatic- 
ally, that the men who expect the Republicans 
|| of Michigan to do such an act as this, know little 
of the character of our population. We do not 
|| say we must have our favorite candidate; but we 
|| do say we must have a Republican candidate, one 
who believes in the Philadelphia platform now, 

and who believed in it and stood on it in 1856. 
| Around any such candidate we will rally; and I 
pledge you now, that the State which i in part 


} 


|| the Government from the unfaithful hands that 
|| now control it, and restoring it to its original pu- 
|| rity and vigor : 

r. KILLINGER. Mr. Chairman, during the 
protracted contest for the Speakership, I was often 


it. And for myself, I say, that while I desire || thrust “ the irrepressible negro” 
conscientiously to observe all the ‘ guarantees’’ || most vehemently have they belabored hin e: 


of our political faith, nor of suffering any article to || 


represent will do her full share towards wresting | 


tempted toexclaim, with the Roman orator, ‘*How 
long, O Catiline, will you abuse our patience ?”’ 
The expressions of disloyalty to our Federal 
Union, which were so profusely fulminated from 
the Democratic side of the House, seemed so ut- 
terly repugnant to every sense of patriotic duty, 
that I could not sit in my seat without words of 


| rebuke leaping to my lips and struggling for utter- 


ance. So, too, when I, in common with others, 
was arraigned for opinions which we do not en- 
tertain, and for events which we deprecate, it re- 
quired great forbearance to withhold my immedi- 


ate denial, and hurl back my indignant defiance. | 


But impressed with the conviction that all our 
rterno. a with the exception of the ballots for 
Speaker, and the successive adjournments, were 


| irregular, I managed to hold ed peace. 
e 


It is provided by statate that the members of the 
House of Representatives shall assemble on the 
first Monday of December, and choose a Speaker, 
** previous to which, no business shall be trans- 
acted.’’ I have felt myself called upon to observe 
this requirement of the statute, and I deem the 
present a fit occasion to call the attention of the 
people to the enormity of the recent  transgres- 
sion of the law by the law-makers themselves. 
The example which they have set has been one 
of mischievous tendency, and encouraging to that 
spirit of lawlessness, which is unfortunately too 
prevalent in our country, and threatens more than 


any other thing, inmy dudement, the stability of 


our Government and the permanence of our in- 
stitutions. I judged, too, and the result has shown 
correctly, that it was the part of wisdom to pre- 
serve sileneewhile leading membersof the Dem- 
ocratic party ventilated their schemes of disunion 
ani elaborated the grievances under which they 
conceived the Federal Union to be groaning! Be- 
fore we were fairly settled here, these gentlemen 
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upon us, and 


| since! I felt persuaded that no advantage wo, 

result to the great interests in whose behalf [ aa 
to the Thirty-Sixth Congress by mine; ae 
| the heated discussions on that and kindred h 
| jects; and I would perhaps only have fanned th, 
embers of a flame which I would giadiy » ~ 
| guish, rather than feed, and keep alive by coo, 
} irritation, Not that I felt indifferent to the or... 
| character of the scenes through which al 
| passed. I trust I share the feeling of concern, «, 
freely and so feelingly expressed here, for 5, 
common country, and her continued prosperity 
| Certainly, I would be recreant to the high tr. 
|| reposed in me by the patriotic and intelligent ey, 
|| stituency which I represent here, if 1 failed on 
| this, the first fitting opportunity, to declare the. 
| unaltered and unalterable attachment to the prin- 
ciples and policy on which rests the superstruc. 
ture of our Government, and their determination 
| to maintain the Constitution and the Union yn. 
| altered, unamended, and unabridged. In the pas, 
| these have proved the elements of our preatnes: 
and strength; in the present; they are the shec. 
anchor of our political safety; in the future, po 
| one can contemplate their overthrow withoy: 
emotions of dread, apprehension; and hopeless 
despair. 

I am one of those who do not despair of {)p 
Republic. After two months of persistent efor: 
we succeeded in electing a Speaker of this House: 
and that event, with concomitant circumstances, 
| proved a complete answer to the impotent threats 
|| and vaporing harangues to which we had been 
1 subjected during that period of time. Since then, 
|| the public creditors, who were so clamorous for 
|| their dues, have been satisfied; the wheels of the 
|| Government move smoothly on their freshly. 
|| greased pivOts; and the African has been left to 
quiet repose ! Had the Helper book not been due 
| from its obscurity by the New York Herald a 

week before Congress met, some other appliance 
| would have been resorted to, with a view to the 
| renewal of the negro agitation. Some men and 
|| some parties prefer strife to peace. They livein 
|| contention and they thrive in tumult. The po- 
|| litical dodge that succeeded so admirably in 1856, 

was attempted to be renewed here. Under the 
pressure of the Union-saving process, many pa- 
triotic citizens were successfully duped into voting 
for Mr. Buchanan; and thereby he attained the 
summit of his life-long aspirations, and became 
minority President. Under his administration of 
the Government, the party which elevated him to 
power has become demoralized, and is conceded 
to be powerless in almost every free State. He 
has effectually accomplished what his on 
opponents had hitherto failed to accomplish; he 
has extinguished the Democratic party North, 
and has sectionalized it so that it has virtually 
become the mere parasite of the slavery prop- 
nda of this country. And now, in this hourof 
ire distress, that their columns are broken, ther 
legions are scattered, and the proud memories of 
their past history are falsified, the discovery 's 
again made that the Federal Union is in immer! 
danger of going to pieces. , 

All there.is of truth in the assertion is the fact 
that the wnion of the Democracy with the power 
and patronage of the Government threatens (0 
be interfered with before the present year comes 
toaclose; and so “‘ irrepressible”? is this cohesion 
of the spoils of office, that the most discordant 
elements and the most opposite extremes of met 
and opinions are laboring together to prevent S° 
dire a catastrophe. The slave States have had 
possession of the Federal Government, and = 
shaped its policy, nearly all- the -time since the 
adoption of the Constitution; and Senator Han- 
monp, of South Carolina, in the Senate, not lon 

, declared that southern statesmanship = 
guided the vessel of State by the chart of sout'- 
ern policy for half a centurf, without interrup: 
tion or interference. And yet, on the slightes: 
intimation being given that the free laboring | 
terests of the North were seeking @ Ce 
of their power in the Government, an absol® 
how] of complaint is set up in nearly every 8°" 
ern State. th Carolina and Mississipp! 8°" 
itinerant commissioners to the capitals of on 
boring States, to utter their lamentauions io 
what they fancifully assume to be northern na 
gressions; and Virginia, the mother ef States, 
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metery of Presidents, listens with some degree 
cen atience to these recitals. Alas! that the pen 
© Pr LOry with remorseless accuracy, should re- 
al the degeneracy of these latter-day saints of 
a spurious Democracy ! . 

When our fathers sealed their devotion to the 
.» of constitutional freedom with their blood, 
o, oped that the virtues which acquired the 
they oo would be transmitted with it; and that 
— josterity, for countless ages, would syllable 
pod praises and sound their fame along the cor- 
ridors of time, In strains undying as the music of 
the spheres. But where now, in portions of the | 
country, is the veneration for the great and good | 
men of our golden age? Where the respect for 
their labors and achievements? Men high in pub- | 
lic position scoff at the great names that adorn 
our history, and laugh to scorn the teachings of | 
ourgiorious past! The political compact by which | 
our fathers bound us in one common destiny is 
regarded as men regard a garmeni—to be put on | 
and off, as it suits the caprice of the wearer. The 
duty we owe to AcomMeon country, the allegiance 
due to a commoa Constitution, are treated as in- | 
cumbrances that may be thrown aside at will. 
The so-called national Democracy renounce the 
ysual and time-hallowed mode of redress for po- 
jitical grievances; and instead of addressing them- 
yelves to the enlightened conscience and sober 
judgment of the people, they resort to the lan- 
euage of intimidation and menace to accomplish | 
their purposes. Not content to rest their cause 
upon the intelligence and patriotism of the people 
—the true tribunal of last resort for the redress of | 
political grievances—many of them boldly pro- 
claim their determimation not to submit to the | 
election of a President who is distasteful to them, 
or their party, or their section. In other words, | 
if a majority of the people of the United States, | 
in pursuance of law, and under the forms pre- | 
scribed by the Constitution, elect a gentleman who 
is not their choice, they will treat the election as |) 
if it had not been held—resist it by violence, and | 
prevent its consummation by an appeal to arms! 
Sir, | have yet to learn that any respectable 
number of the people of any State or section of | 
our country participate in these schemes of trea- | 
son and projects of disunion. 1 am even unwill- 
ing to believe that the gentlemen who utter such 
sentiments represent, in any fair sense, the opin- 
ions of the people at large in any portion of our 
country. -There are, doubtless, political dema- 
gogues South as well as North, who are inflam- | 
ing the minds of their people and exasperating 
their prejudices by mad appeals of this sort; and 
it is easy to see that they maintain a sort of unen- 
viable notoriety before the people by their violent 
harangues and, angry denunciations. Disunion )) 
is thus avowedly put forth as a. remedy for po- | 
litical defeat in the coming presidential election 
by many of the high-priests in) the, Democratic 
temple. Clothed in their sacerdotal robes, these 
gentlemen, solicitous to retain their loaves and 
fishes, and well pleased with the luxurious appli- 
ances by which they are surrounded, have broken 
out into this ery of disunion, common with them 
on the eve of a presidential election, with an 
unusual chorus of vociferation, the notes being 

itched a little higher, and the emphasis being a 
little more tragic, by reason of recentevents. No 
California miner ever struck a, placer with more 
real satisfaction, and pursued its golden treasures 
with more zeal, than do the Democratic politi- 
clans, eager in the pursuit of the seven principles 
underlying the Democratic superstructure, (ac- 
cording to Mr. Randolph,) follow up the advant- 
‘ge which they suppose Brown’s invasion has 
given them ! ' ; 

The right of the people to choose a Chief Ma- | 
fistrate of their. own sovereign will and pleasure 
18, however, one of their, essential liberties, and 
will be surrendered neither to menace nor force. 

he Union of these States forms no debatable 
‘opie. It belongs not to the current politics of the 

y. Its existence is a fixed fact, and lies down 
amid the foundations of our political superstruec- | 

lure, firmly and irrevocably, as lie the mountains 
Which encompass us about, the very impress of | 
~ vine beneficence and power. They who. seek 
8 Overthrow will meet the doom of felons the 
moment they put.in execution one threat or com- | 
mit One overt act of rebellion. to its authority. || 
7 = example in eacis State will be sufficient | 
others trom offending in like manner, for |, 
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| hood of States? 


| sunny South? 





one generation at least. There is not likely to be 
another John Brown for some time to come, who 


i] ~ 
|| proud shaft, that is 


Y > ume 10 || who was “first in war, first in peace, and first in 
| will venture to invade a sovereign State, and defy || 


| itsauthority. Nor will more than one disunionist 


levy war or commitan overtactof treason against | 


| the Federal Government, without meeting his just 
deserts. His punishment will be speedy; his 
, doom certain. 


Let.me recall the experience of 1832. Mr, Cal- 


| houn then proposed to nullify an actof Congress; 
and for shat comparatively simple proposition, | 
General Jackson had made up his mind to exe- | 
cute the lastextremity of the law uponhim. The | 


people, North and South, in the presence of the 
fact that the stability of the Government was 
threatened, and its power defied, pledged them- 
selves to sustain General Jackson, with their 
means and their muskets, in enforcing the laws 
and maintaining their authority, We were nearer 
then, itis true, by a quarter of a century, to. the 
times that tried men’s. souls, as in a furnace of 


consuming fire. In the degeneracy of these latter | 


days we see Democrats, clothed in the mantle that 
Jackson wore, and professing to be touched with 
live coals from the altar upon which Jackson of- 


fered his oblations, menace the free institutions | 
of our country with overthrow, and our political | 
Union with disruption, “from turret to founda- | 


tion stone.’?’ 


bringing the power of the Government to bear 
against the moral traitors, affiliates with the one, 
and takes to his loving embrace the other. 


And now, we havt a President | 
| who, instead of boldly defying the treason, and | 


But, despite these things, the fires of patriotism | 
are not extinct. They slumber, it is true; else we | 


should not hear these frequent appeals to disunion 
as the fancied remedy for, the ills of the moment; 


but let the people be aroused to any real danger | 
of such. an issue, and the smoldering elements will | 


sumed like stubble in the field! Who are you, 
gentlemen of the South, that assume thus and here 
to exercise the functions of sovereignty? ‘The 
servants of your masters—the people; the dele- 


gated agents, for a little brief hour, of your re- | 


spective constituencies, for a limited purpase! 
Dressed in a little brief authority, I will not say 


all moral force, are impotent, and fall on our ears 
like the idle wind, which bloweth where it listeth ! 
Sir, disunion implies war! Secession means 
rebellion! Treason deserves death—the hang- 
man’s rope, the felon’s doom! 
ose to divide the Union? Where will you begin? 
Vhat is to become of my honored State, the key- 
stone of the I’ederal arch? 
pendence, the ark wherein was consummated our 
political covenant, stands there, and the spot is 


|| sacred in the contemplation of every lover of his 


country. Will you separate it from the sister- 
Will you give up your share in 


the common glory which was achieved on the 


| heights of Bunker Hill? The blood of our ances- 


tors was shed on the battle-fields of New Jersey; 


/and I am unwilling to surrender the patriotic 
| memories enkindled by their services on the soil 
| of that gallant State! A 
| up our title to the glorious achievements in the 
We share with you the glory of | 

that intrepid veteran who wrote in letters of living | 
| fire upon the foreheads of the disunionists of his 
oor ‘*the Federal Union must be preserved ?’’ 

itl 


And do 


ou ask us to give 


1 you, we claim a share in the name and fame 


| of America’s greatest orator, who sleeps, his last 


sleep beneath the soil of Kentucky.. When, as 
a people, we Jose regard for the memories and 


| teachings of these illustrious dead, then, in my 


judgment, are. our consciences seared as witha 


red-hot iron, and our brows crimsoned with an | 
| infamy so deep that the waters of Niagara can- | 
not wash it out? Then. are we indeed ready for 
| the work of demolition. 


Then batter down, from 
turret to foundation stone, this proud ;Capitol ; 
level it with pickax and spade, so that, like the 
temple of Jerusalem, there shall not be left one 
stone upon another! Pull down the palatial buuld- 


upon their foundations! 
toes of the virtuesof your patrioticancestry stand, 
if you mean to disrupt the ties which now bind 
us to a common and a,glorious Union! And 


when you have done these things, go to yonder 


The Hall of Inde- | 


| you play fantastic tricks, but I will say you ex- || 
| ceed your authority; and your threats, shorn of | 


How do you pro- | 





Let not these memen- | 
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rising to the memory of him 


the hearts of his countrymen,” and leave no stone 
of it standing, so that your cup of infamy may 
be quatfed to the dregs, and your work of dis- 
union be thus effectually and thoroughly dane ! 
Southern gentlemen have strangely miscon- 
ceived the spirit and purpose of the great move- 
ment now pervading the masses of the North 
**at every point, like an atmosphere.”’? It has 
been argued here as. though the mad attempt of 
John Brown to run off negroes held to servitude 
in Maryland and Virginia had received the coun- 
tenance of, and was approved by, the masses of 
the northern people. it has even been suggested 
that the animus of the great Opposition party to 
the Democratic Administration was the abolition 
of slavery where it now exists by force #f posi- 
tive law, Such assertions are entirely unfounded 
in point of fact. I am not commissioned to speak 
for ahy people but those | represent here; but I 
think | know the general and prevailing sentiment 
of my whole State well enough to declare that our 
people do not regard negro stealing as any part of 
their platform, nor negro equality as any remedy 
for political grievances. Our people do notpreach 
lasurrection, nor practice visio, They do not 
make forays upon sister States, nor set at defiance 
the established authority of their neighbors. They 
cultivate relations of peace and friendship with all; 
and would rather cement than looseu the ties of 
frateruity and good will.. As our great State is 
geographically central, so she is equally removed 
trom fanaticism and folly.. There need be no ap- 
prehension felt anywhere as to her loyalty; for 
there is no sentiment more deeply imbedded in the 
hearts of her people than devotion to the Consti- 
tution and Union. We interfere not with the rights 


Y | of any State, but cheerfully concede. all that are 
be rekindled into a fervent heat, before which trea- | 
| son and traitors, North and South, will be con- | 


guarantied in the Constitution, No subject can be 
introduced here during this Congress, that | am 
aware of, that can justify the intemperate har- 


| angues to which we have been compelled to listen 


since first we met here. The enforcement of the 
laws, as we find them on the statute-book, and ex- 
pounded by the Federal judiciary, until altered or 


|| amended by competent authority, hasalways been 


a cardinal doctrine with the party with which I 
am acting; and I know of nothing that has occurred 
to change its correctnessror the binding force of 
its authority. That great party is eminently na- 
tional and conservative. Progressive, it is never- 
theless sure and steady in its progress; fearless in 
the avowal of its principles, it is yet moderate and 
conciliatory. It seeks, by a united effort among 
its supporters, to dislodge the Democratic party 
from its possession of the Government, and to 
restore the policy of the republican fathers in its 
administration. The main elements ot this par- 
ty’s strength are, opposition to the cardinal vices 
in the doctrines and practices of the Democratic 
party. These are, its anti-American or free-trade 
theories, and its anti-free labor or pro-slavery 
policy. 

The protective policy is, in my judgment, the 
life-blood of the body-politic, and especially so 
in our own great State, Whatever prominence 
may be given to other great questions, this is the 
paramount one with our people. Our soil is fer- 
tile to the hand of intelligent labor; and whatever 
surplus we have to sell of our vast productions, 
we prefer to sell m a. regular and steady home 
market, constant in its demands, and not snbject 
to the fluctuations of foreign trade. Stored away 
in treasuries strong as her ancient hills, yet of 
easy and cheap approach, our State holds min- 
eral wealth, in the enduring forms of coal and 
iron,of exhaustiessamountand incalculable value. 
The two are in such close proximity that they 
will always aid to elicit and ideas each other. 
This vast treasure lies so near her cereal regions, 
and both are so readily approached from all im- 
portant centers of trade and manufactures, that 
there, more readily than anywhere else, may the 
five cepsaglideaptainkeliemesodae farmer, the miner, 
the manufacturer, the carrier, and the tradesman— 
exchange their labor and possessions for their mu- 


| tualcomfortandadvantage. To aid her indevelop- 
ings that adorn your Federal city, and strew salt | 


ing this measureless wealth, and in enriching her 
own citizens instead of Europeans, by the profit 
made between the cheap material and the rich re- 
sult, Pennsylvania has vainly petitioned the na- 
tional Congress for many years. Her facilities, 
if unhindered by the hostility of the Democratic 
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party, are unequaled in the world; and yet her 





mines and mills and forges, in their best estate, | 


have ouly been half worked; and we have im- 
ported manufactured iron, when we ought to have 
a it to half the civilized world. 


ook, for a moment, at my own, the capital | 


district of the State. Its northern boundaries 


are the great anthracite coal regions, extending | 


throughout the central and eastern portions of | 


Pennsylvania, containing an amount of undevel- 


oped wealth which passes the imagination of man | 


to conceive. 
the Cornwall hills; strewn along which, in pro- 


fuse abundance, are the largest and most valuable | 
Not less | 


deposites of iron ore in this country. 
than fifty million tons of the raw material he 


Its southern boundaries comprise | 


there, awaiting the hand of the miner and the skill | 


of the manufacturer. And between these two 
ranges of coal and iron mountains lies a valley 
of agricultural beauty and fertility unsurpassed 
in the world. With railroads passing through 
it, easy of access to the seaboard, and containing 
water power of rare excellence, that valley seems 
to be pointed out, as if by Divine significance, on 


account of its great natural and artificial advant- | 
ages,as the locality best adapted to the establish- | 


ment of the national foundery, so long in con- | 


templation, and, I trust, now soon to be firmly 
fixed in its ** local habitation ”’ in this, the garden 
spot of Pennsylvania! 

Pennsylvania is a free-labor State. 


the aweat of honest labor, and their 
esteemed ‘** mud-sil!s,’’ 
we regard them as the salt of the body-politic, 
“leavening the whole lump,” and the equals, in 
every noble attribute that belongs to our man- 
hood, of the proudest in the land. Many of our 
frée laborers seek homes in the broad Territories 
which stretch beyond the Mississippi, and we are 
anxious that they should there retain the dignity 
of freemen. Our great metropolis, already the 
first manufacturing and second commercial center 
of the Union, is interested in having those broad 
‘Territories prosperous like Ohio, and not uncul- 
tivated like Arkansas. But our great State is 
equally beund to her southern and northern sis- 
ters by the ties of blood and patriotism, and 
wishes to perpetuate forever, and brighten con- 
tinually, ure golden chain of peace and harmony. 
She is considerate, and willing that other Sta: 

shall enjoy their preferred constitutions and their 
constitutional rights, as she wishes to enjoy her 
own. She pours out no gratuitous upbraidings 
on her neighbors; sharpens no pikes, and loads 


no rifles, for southern insurrections. She simply | 


demands that the weight of the national Govern- 
ment shall be thrown in the scale of human free- 
dom, rather than in the extension of human bond- 
age; or that, at least, fair play be exercised; so 


that Oregon, with less than fifty thousand people, || 


be not warmed and fed at the paternal fireside, 
while Kansas, with one hundred thousand, stands 
out in the cold, because her people de not choose 
to be Democratic and pro-slavery. 

I have a thorough and earnest conviction that 
the protective policy is the only road to national 


and financial independence; .the only practice by | 
a ft} 


which we can reach the stability and strengt 

which it was the design of our forefathers that we 
should attain. It is, emphatically, a question of 
independence; whether we shall gather strength 
and enjoy propery, under the system that was 
the theme of Henry Clay, and elaborated by his 
great mind and glorious patriotism, or whether 
we shall] sink into driveling dependence, worse 
than our former colonial condition. I believe, for 
my own part, that protection is the first duty of 
Government. We give our allegiance to Govern- 
ment as the correlative of protection. Why do 
we ride a Navy on the seas? To protect com- 
merce. Why do we build light-houses on our 
coasts? To protectcommerce. Why do we erect 
expensive fortifications on our frontiers? ‘To 
protect the citizen and his property. Why do 
we maintain a Patent Office? To protect genius 
in the fruits of invention. When these are the 
features of the political system under which we 
live, 1 demand that he who disembowels wealth 
from the earth; that the farmer who raises his 
crops for the market, or the miner who penetrates 


She was 
among the first, in her calm, deliberate way, to 
abolish human bondage within her own borders. 
The brows of her hardy yeomanry are moist with 
ms are 
brewned with exposure to toil. Instead of being 
in consequence thereof, 
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the surface and sinks the shaft for mineral wealth, 
shall also, each and all, be protected. There is no |) 


; 
| 
| 


} 
| 


true philosophy in the negative of the proposition. | 
And just so often as we depart from the proposi- || 


tion itself, we are overtaken by languor in the || 


body-politic, distress among those who represent 
labor, and find our Government plunging into em- 
barrassment and difficulty. 

The example of England holds out an instruct- 
Hers was a policy of protec- 
tion, and under its operation she culminated to the 
proud position she now holds among the nations. 
She now professes free trade, but invariably prac- 
tices protection tohomeinterests. The greatsecret 
of her greatness is in the perseverance with which 


she has preserved een which invited cap- 


ital and enterprise, an 


_ encouragement to 
her industry. Afterwar 


home Government. She occupies this day all the 


great channels of commerce of the world. She | 
has, in the pursuit of her policy of imperial cen- || 


tralization and colonial empire, already seized and 


fortified nearly every important headland of the | 
earth; and her flag 1s continually carried to new 
| conquests to feed her commerce. Her steamers 


traverse ever 


s, it is true, when her 
| manufactures and machinery had arrived at com- | 
parative perfection, she invited free trade with | 
| other nationsless advanced in the arts than herself, 
but al ways maintained an advantage in favor of the 


pulibiesionaemaes 


' 
j 


| 


| 


| 


around the globe. 


saying the comparison is more flattering than 
true. We may Sree sw with her, but 
we must become first her equal as a manufactur- 


home industry. 


our labor. 


the circle of happiness will be enlarged in the same | 
| proportion as the circle of energy is extended; 
and, as a people, we shall move torward to the 


high destiny which awaits us. 


Incidental or accidental protection is a fraud 
I claim protection per se; that 
protection which recognizes American labor and 
affords encouragement to American enterprise. 
_ Thisdemand is as old as the American Revolution. 
Benjamin Franklin asserted it before the British 
Parliament, when they attempted to coerce their 
American colonies into a non-protective policy. 
It has been said that our revolutionary struggle 
was precipitated by the casting of a few tea-chests 
Rowton harber. Not so. The stand-point of 
antagonism to the mother country was protection 
to American industry. The other colonies joined 
Boston, and entered intoa compact that they would 
use no articles of foreign manufacture. That was 
the first Union of which we have an account in 
American history, and it led to the greatest and 
Uitiead results the world has ever 

seen. When the first Continental Congress assem- 
bled, what was its firstact? An act to-encourage 
It contained a preamble to 
the effect that the customs duties were levied for 
ses: for the revenue of the Govern- 
ment, the liquidation of the war debt, and the pro- 
tection of American industry. I have no patience 
with that man or party who maintains, now-a- 
| days, that protection must be inferential or circum- 
| stantial, incidental or accidental. Such a doctrine 
| is absurd in principle, unsupported by precedent, 


and a deception. 


into 


most blessed po 


American industry. 


three pur 


and most pernicious in its application. 


Our experience—what is it? If you refer to our 
history, you will find that all our prosperity has 
been traceable to the principle of protection. Your 
rtion to 
, under 
| protection, your industry was marked by univer- 
sal success. The moment that policy was aban- 


thrift and plenty have ever been in pro 
your tariff. In 1816, and again in 1 


doned, disaster and depression came upon us, 


when we reached the sliding tariff of 1841, uni- 
country. Under 
the horizontal tariff everything ran down. But 
rotection was restored, and when 
we had our highest protective tariff, then was the 


versal distress spread over 


in 1842, when 


period of our test prosperity. 
And now that the ene te yr ined, let it go 
fairly and squ before the country. No later 


than yesterday the friends of the protective policy 


ocean; their lines are continuous | 


We sometimes speak of being the commercial | 
rival of Great Britain; but I will be pardoned for | 


| 
| 


| subject of ridicule; and on the first o 





' 








ing nation, and accumulate wealth within our | 
own borders, by cherishing every department of | 
Then our spindles will make | 

perpetual music, and our ships will bear away to 
| other lands our surplus manufactures; bringing 
returns which will give profitable employment to | 
Our pursuits will become diversified; | 


} 


1 


| in this House endeavored to introd 


| this subject, and the idea was again held o 


| would have been chang 








ee 
2 : 

ure, and asked that it be printed for the net 
ation of Congress and the country hee oo 
met at the threshhold by the united mitibiten nn 
opposition thereto, with the exception of a 
half a dozen members ofthat party. The — 
of that party yesterday was in striking cont om 
with the tariff plank inserted in the platform taal 
down by the Democratic State convention of Pe ~ 
sylvania at its recent meeting. There it was oe 
attempted to mislead the people of our Sinte on 
ut that 
arty was favorable to the on 
ere the delusion has been the 
Pportunity 
almost to 4 


the Democratic 
tective policy. 


which offered, the Democratic party, 


| man, refuses even a hearing to our honored State! 


Mr. Buchanan came into power with large Dom. 
ocratic majorities in both branches of Congress 
If he had any influence whatever, why was it no. 
exerted to procure a modification of the tariff, ani 


| to protect the interests of Pennsylvania? Had h» 
| expended a tithe of the effort which was employed 
| to carry the Lecompton constitution through (y),. 


gress, and to force ee into Kansas, the tang 

t . The whole power of 
the Administration was devoted to those objects 
for two sessions, and not a voice was raised fo; 
** protection”? on the Democratic side. Now 
when a presidential election is approaching, and 
the people are called upon to pass judgment op 
the Administration, they are as loud in audacious 
professions as they were delinquent in duty when 


| the opportunity of affording relief was offered. 


The record of the last Democratic Congress proves 
that every obstacle to a modification of the tariff 
was interposed by the Administration majorities 
in the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The interests of our State were not only disre- 
rded, but outraged, trampled upon, and subor- 
inated to a ee propagandism in the 
Territories. The only politics professed by the 
Administration, and urged by the President during 
the last Congress, when his party had complete 


_ascendency, was to make Kansas as much a slave 


State as Georgia. Such was the declaration of 
Mr. Buchanan’s message, and everything else was 
surrendered to carry out that assurance literally. 

Again, and in conclusion, I say the issue is 
ony f made, and let an intelligent people decide 
it. I repeat now, what I said in this House ona 
former occasion, that, in my judgment, no man, 
and no party, can or ought carry the electoral 
vote of Pennsylvania, unless that man is a living 
illustration‘of the protective policy, and that party 
fairly and squarely recognizes protection in its 
platform of principles. 

Mr. WINDOM next addressed the committee. 
{His speech will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. COX obtained the floor; but yielded to 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, who moved that 
the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Fiorence hav- 
ing taken the chair as Speaker pro tempere, Mr. 
Wasusvrne, of Illinois, reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly a bill (H. R. No. 4) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic °x- 
penses of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1861, and had directed him to re 
port the same, with an amendment, to the House, 
and a recommendation that the same do pass;als0, 
that the committee had had under consideration 
a bill (H. R. No. 215) making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
department. and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
June 30, 1861, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon; also, that the committee had had under 
consideration the annual message of the President 
of the United States, and had come to no conelu- 
sion thereon. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 


previous question on bill No. 4, making appre” 
priations for the consular and diplomatic °% 


— of the Government for the year ending 
une 30, 1861. 4 the 
The previous question was seconded, and t 
main ion ordered to be put. RNE, 

And then, on motion of Mr. WASHBU on 
of Illinois, (at “five o’clock and thirty miu 
p- m.,) the adjourned. 
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